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A little boy of our acquaintance, who had just 
learned that the names John and Jack were used 
interchangeably, took occasion, not unnaturally, to 
air his knowledge of the’different readings of Scrip- 
ture by calling his sister's attention toa picture of 
“ Jack the Baptist.” 

“Character is before knowledge,” says President 
Gilman, of Johns Hopkins University, in giving his 
estimate of the true standard for either professor or 
student in a university. ‘“ Not what one knows, but 
what he is, should be the criterion.” Can a better 
standard than that be suggested for the Sunday- 
school ? 


In announcing as ready for delivery the Scholars’ 
Quarterly for the second quarter of the year, our 
Business Manager states that he has printed an edi- 
tion of 100,000 copies to meet the immediate demand 
for this lesson help. And as the increase of its circu- 
lation is steady and rapid, he expects to be called on 
to print yet more in the course of the next few weeks. 
The hearty welcome and the warm commendations 
which have been accorded to this help to study are 


1544 so I've turned round.” 
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certainly gratifying to tidied who have shared in its 
| planning and preparation. 


A business man of Boston, a member of the church, 
is in the habit of lunching down town. A few days 
since, as he was seated at the table in a restaurant 
where he was no stranger, the proprietor accosted him 
with “Do you here?” “No.” 
“Why, don’t you notice that my bar is gone?” 
“Well,” said the wondering disciple, after staring a 
moment, “what is that for?’’ ‘“ Why, you see I've 
been down to the Tabernacle lately, and I’ve made up 
my mind that I can't afford this business any longer ; 
And then taking a card 
from his pocket, he showed a list of men he was 
praying for, and told earnestly of the work he was now 
doing. 


see any change 


Then with the eagerness and confidence of 
new-born enthusiasm, he said, 
are doing.” 


“ Now tell me what you 
No answer. The professed disciple 
wasn’t doing anything. But the question sent an 
astonished man home to ask God to show him his 
work. A good way for new converts to preach is to 
show what they are doing. 


The key-note of Mr. Moody's preaching was struck 
at his first prayer-meeting in Boston, when he said, 
“God wants a man tobe real.’” And though the per- 
verse pens of the reporters made him say “ God wants 
us really,” and even the types of The Sunday School 
Times re-echoed it, what he did say expressed the 
awakened feeling of multitudes all through the land. 
God's people are getting tired of flattery and manu- 
factured consolations, and want truth. One-sided 
views of God are losing favor, as they always do 
when men want to be real. Ataconferencein Essex 
County, Mass., a sermon was lately read urging that 
the love of God should be more emphasized, and 
declaring that the great stress laid on God's condem- 
nation of sin was repelling men. The discussion 
which followed was opened by an elderly gentleman, 
who said he believed and rejoiced in the love of God, 
but if he belonged to a church where the presentation 
of truth was confined wholly to that love as described 
in this sermon, he should feel compelled to say with 
Abraham, “ Abide ye here with the ass, while I and 
the lad will go yonder and worship.” 


The happy time promised to Zion, when her watch- 
men “shall see eye to eye,” has not yet dawned upon 
the average Sunday-school class or teachers’-meeting. 
Unprofitable discussions sometimes arise under the 
wisest management, and schools not blessed with expe- 
rienced and skillful leaders suffer not a little from 
irrelevant and profitless controversy. A southwestern 
missionary of the American Sunday School Union 
tells of recently visiting a school in which a discussion 
was in progress-that had already continued for three 
Sundays. The question at issue was, “ Did Noah, at 
| the time of the flood, take into the ark with him the 
fish of the rivers and streams, 
and birds?” 


as well as the beasts 
The same missionary reports another 
school in his field actually broken up over a discus- 
sion whether the soul of King Solomon was finally 
saved or lost. These are certainly exceptional cases, 
but the discussion waxed warm in many a teachers’- 
meeting and Sunday-school class last month over the 
question, “Was Elijah divinely directed to visit 
Horeb?”’ A safe rule would seem to be this,—where 
the inspired record leaves a point in doubt, the less 
dispute over it the better. 








On a recent ila a Bible- class sei was 
explaining the prophet Elijah’s weakness and depres- 
sion—when he lay under the juniper-tree—as a not 
unnatural result of the severe strain upon the 
prophet’s nervous powers in the recent scenes on Car- 
mel. The teacher stated that the more earnest and 
effective any public speaker was in his endeavor to 
influence and impress his hearers, the more exhausted 
and depressed he commonly found himself at the con- 
clusion of his struggle ; and he instanced the well- 
known habits of several great preachers and lawyers 
as marked illustrations of this truth. “Is it only 
great men whose efforts exhaust and depress them ? ” 
asked a lady member of the class. And the teacher 
admitted the force of the suggestion in this inquiry. 
It is not great men only who have heavy burdens to 
bear, and important duties to do, whose work taxes 
their strength and exhausts their nervous force. But 
great men often have a consideration granted to them 
which is denied to common people. When the story 
is told of a great lawyer wearing himself out in a legal 
argument so that he faints at its close; of a distin- 
guished public lecturer needing special nursing at the 
conclusion of every effort on the platform ; of a promi- 
nent preacher always nervous and irritable and de- 
pressed when he has done his best pulpit work,—there 
is a certain admiration of the struggle which has cost 
so much, and of sympathy with the man who has so 
expended his vital forces, which well-nigh disarms 
all hostile criticism. But when it is only a mother 
who is worn out with watching over a sick child, or 
exhausted by her wakefulness in the care of a restless 
baby, who shows any signs of nervous irritability, 
why—* she ought to be ashamed of herself not to 
bear up better than that.” How ready we are to 
overestimate the great things of life, and to under- 
value the little things! It would be well for us all to 
ponder the lesson which the Lord taught to Elijah 
in his manifestation of himself to the prophet at Horeb. 





WHO SHALL LEAD THE SINGING? 

Singing is beyond question a popular feature in the 
Sunday-school; yet it may be doubted if singing is 
yet estimated at its true value, either as an act of wor- 
ship, or as a means of impressing religious truth. 

The attractiveness of good singing nearly all are 
ready to recognize. A Sunday-school without sing- 
ing is a pretty tame affair. A good singing-leader 
is counted well-nigh as important as a superinten- 
dent in plans for a new Sunday-school. In facts 
the growth and progress of the Sunday-school system 
for the last quarter of a century have kept pace with, 
and seemed to be in a measure dependent upon, the 
growth and progress of Sunday-school music. But it 
is not enough to admit that Sunday-school singing 
pleases young and old, and that it is a helpful agency 
in gathering and holding scholars. Singing ought to 
be recognized, in the Sunday-scho>l and elsewhere, as 
a method of praising and worshiping God. 

“It is a good thing to sing praises unto our God: 
for it is pleasant, and praise is comely.” We are 
commanded to ‘‘serve the Lord with gladness,” and 
to ‘come before his presence with thanksgiving.” 
The invitation to us is, to “enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise.” “ All 
the people” ought to praise God; and “perfected 
praise” is to be looked for out of the hearts and 
mouths of the little people. Praising God in song is 





therefore as clearly an act of worship as is prayer. 
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And he who is leading the people, young or old, in the 
praise of God, ought to be fitted for his work—fitted 
for it in spirit as well asin lungs. No man who is 
not in spirit fitted to lead a Sunday-school or a con- 
gregation in prayer is fitted to be a leader of that 
assembly in songs of praise. Unless he can say in all 
heartiness, “I will sing with the spirit, and I will 
sing with the understanding also,” that man lacks an 
important qualification as a leader of singing just 
there. 

Perhaps an irreligious singing leader has a better 
and a more carefully cultivated voice than any other 
singer available there. What if he has? A voice is 
not everything in worship. Baal’s prophets had 
more voice than Elijah, and their voices were pos- 
sibly better trained than his; but since their hearts 
were not turned to the Lord there was no acceptable 
praise in their voices. Some irreligious play actors 
have trained themselves to the recitation of the 
Lord's Prayer. Why not hire one of them to come 
into the Sunday-school and lead the assembly in that 
prayer? It would be quite as sensible an idea as 
hiring an irreligious singing-leader to lead a school 
or a congregation in God's praise. 

Until the importance of songs of praise in worship, 
and of sincerity and heartiness in the singing of those 
songs, is recognized and acted on in our Sunday- 
schools generally, Sunday-school singing will not be 
what it ought to be. 

But aside from worshiping God in song, there is a 
power of sacred song in impressing truth on those 
who hear it. Children are often impressed by a 
truth which is sung to them, or which they learn to 
sing, as they would not be by any speaking of the 
same truth. The singing in an ordinary congrega- 
tion often touches a hearer who is unmoved by the 








sermon. The power of solo singing as a means of 


proclaiming and enforcing the gospel has been newly 


on the conviction that “common” honesty in the | 
country will not prevent the average householder | 
buying goods all the more readily if he supposes they | 
were brought to market by criminal means. It isa 
common thing for genteel tourists to claim as their | 
ordinary wearing apparel kid gloves and other articles 
of dress which they have purchased as presents to_ 
friends, and in other ways to cheat the customs. | 
“Common” honesty does not forbid this. 

It is a common thing for swindlers in the city to | 
send out circulars saying that they will forward pack- | 
ages of counterfeit money to whoever will pay a small | 
sum for express charges and other expenses. They 
know that “common” honesty will not hinder a great 
many reputable citizens remitting money for such an | 
investment. ‘‘Common’’ honesty does not stand in | 
the way of counterfeit bank notes and scrip being kept 
in circulation by the aid of many a man who more 
than suspects their worthlessness. “Common” honesty 
says of this proceeding, “If I took it for good, I'll. 
pass it for good. I can’t afford to lose it.” | 

It is a common thing for a board of bank directors, | 
whose bank vault has been robbed, to make terms | 
with the robbers, provided it looks as if more money 
could be made by sharing the plunder than by aiding 
in the execution of the laws. It is a common thing | 
for a merchant to advertise statements concerning his | 
goods which he knows to be false; and it is quite as | 
common for the publisher of a respectable newspaper | 
—secular or religious—to give prominence to such an 
advertisement; to an advertisement which he has good 
reason to suppose declares an untruth, and has been 
prepared for the purpose of deceiving subscribers to | 
his paper. “Common” honesty approves all these | 
things. 

The bell punch of the street-car conductor, and the 
varied new ticket systems of the great railway lines, | 
are quite as necessary in view of the general charac- 











| 


subject had perhaps better be conducted direct], with the 
missionaries in their several fields. 

A request for the old lesson leaflets was made some time ago toa 
Sunday-school, from an earnest Christian worker, who was for 
a while connected with a school started in Panama. Accordingly 
the leaflets were sent there, and from the report since received, it 
is beyond question that great good was done by them. Are there 


not others who could thus aid weak and struggling schools in mis- 
sion fields ? 





The questions asked in the subjoined letter from a pastor 
in Iowa can hardly be met in a brief answer; but we are 
glad to give them prominence. 

What can we do to “grow” up a generation inspired with a 
genuine missionary enthusiasm? The conversion of the world to 
Christ is now regarded as a bare possibility of the distant future. 
It is because of a lack of faith and interest in this great work that 
we give it so little thought, and dole out of our abundance a mere 
pittance for its support. For this reason, the missionary treasuries 
of the various churches are cumbered with debt. How shall we 
remedy this evil in the future? How shall we educate the coming 


| members of the church so that they will have intelligent, compre- 


hensive views of this subject? I think if we should hold a 
monthly or quarterly missionary concert in the Sunday-school, it 
would go far to accomplish this most desirable object. Could we 
not impart information at such a time, that would not only help 
the children, but also be of advantage to the present church-mem- 
bership? Do you know of any number of schools that pursue 
such a course? If so, what is their particular method, and what is 
their success ? 

We do know many schools which have their monthly or 
quarterly missionary concerts. Sometimes the recitation 
of Scripture texts, enjoining or illustrating missionary work, 
are recited by teachers and scholars. Again, missionary 
addresses are made by intelligent speakers. Maps of the 
missionary fields are exhibited. Colored diagrams illus- 
trative of missionary experiences are displayed and ex- 
plained. Idols are shown, and the curses of idolatry are 
pointed out. Letters are read from those who, in mission 
fields, have been assisted by the contributions of the school. 
But in addition to all that is done in the Sunday-school, 
much can and ought to be done at home to interest chil- 
dren in the cause of missions. A good specimen of work 
in this line is described in the following sketch by a Mas- 
sachusetts friend: 


SUNDAY EVENING WITH THE CHILDREN. 








evidenced in the work of Sankey and Bliss and ter of the passengers as of the’ reputation of condue- | It was @ missionary concert, but held around the library fire 
Phillips, and, many less prominent singers. It has | tors generally ; for it is found that “common” honesty | and besides myself only the family were present. The subject of 
been felt, too, in not a few Sunday-schools of both | justifies a man in his dodging the payment of a car- 


| the concert was Mission Work in Ceylon, and upon the blackboard 
city and country. It ought to be recognized and | fa‘e if he can do so without danger of detection. wen 2 wlanty cusceteh ane eS i eines, previnney Geewe key ene 
made available in many more. 


Ons alee Whe , Selntaies tod’ ealdenalie ciibll of the children, and over it the text, ‘The isles shall wait for his 
y politicians livers yr ca 
It is not essential that the solo singer in an ordi- 


| law.” 
nary Sunday-school should be a man of pre-eminent | 
musical gifts, like those just named ; nor yet that such | 
a singer should be a man at all. Now and then it is | 
the superintendent himself; again it is a lady teacher; | 
yet again it isa Christian girl, who can sing with 
sweetness and with power the words of a sacred song | 
which shall press home the truth of the hour to hearts | 
which are reached in no other way. That singer is per- | 
haps not qualified to sing before a great congregation ; | 
but in that little Sunday-school he or she may doa work | 
for Christ and for souls which cannot be done so effec- | 
tively in any other way. Yet in the large congrega- 
tion or the small one, in the Sunday-school or in the | 
sanctuary, the spirit of the singer who leads in the | 
service of praise, or who essays to sing the gospel, 
must be looked to as equally important with the voice. | 
No one can lead toward God who is not himself going 
in that direction. No one can proclaim with earnest- 
ness, in speech or song, a truth which he does not 
firmly believe. The true value of the singing-leader 
in any Sunday-school is “not the speech of them 
which are puffed up, but the power. For the king- 
dom of God is not in word, but in power.” 


COMMON HONESTY. 


“Common honesty " is not the most desirable trait 
in a young man—or in an old one—at the present time. 
Its possession will hardly recommend a man as uni- 
formly trustworthy. If he ‘has no higher standard 
than that, a man will bear watching, wherever he is 


placed. 





In fact, common honesty is a pretty poor 
commodity in the community generally. What is 
wanted is uncommon honesty, honesty of a rarer sort 
than is ordinarily found in any department of life. 

It is a common thing for a peddler to go from house 
to house in the country offering silk or woolen goods 
at very low prices, with the declaration that they 
were smuggled into some port free of duty. He acts 





ee 


| standard of “common” honesty. 


| of the International Lessons. A Texas correspondent comes 


corrupt is because they are fair representatives of the 
public generally, and are usually satisfied with the 


Uncommon honesty | 
is the real need of to-day—an honesty that prompts 
a man to do what is right even though no one else in 
his circle or in his line of business seems to think that 
such a course is called for. If the standard of con- 
duct which we hold up to the young in what we do 
and in what we say, is not above the standard of com- 
mon honesty, it is quite time that we were reformed. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—_—>—— 








There is no end to the questions concerning the influence 


with this inquiry : 

Is not the International Lesson System diminishing the interest 
in Sunday-school libraries? Ought this to be the case? 
answer editorially. 

We doubt not that in many cases where the brary was 
the great attraction in a Sunday-schocl, the /essons are now 
the centre of interest. 
fact. We have never been inclined to join in sweeping 
denunciations of Sunday-school library books as a class. | 
Yet if the choice were to be fairly made between the aver- 
age Sunday-school library book and the Bible, we should 
take the Bible—and we should not be sorry if scholars gen- 


Please 


erally made a similar choice. 


| 
| 


In former days a set of old question books was often sent 


from a church school to a mission school, or from one | “ 
church school to another. But since the introduction of | f°" 1's as 
the International Lessons, old lesson leaves or old question-| 
books 
seems, however, from the subjoined letter of a correspon- 
dent in Vermont, that such helps to Sunday-school work 
have recently been found useful in foreign mission fields. | 


have been as little valued as old almanacs. 


Of course we began the meeting by singing about the “spicy 


| breezes”’ that “ blow soft o'er Ceylon’s isle: then Jennie went to 


the blackboard, and with papa’s cane for a pointer, described to us 
the island. giving its size and the general appearance of its coast, 
telling of its high mountains, its rivers, lakes, and climate. till, 


| instead of a simple map, we could see a broad, green country, with 


blue waves washing its coast. 

Another child took up the story, and showed us the elephants 
roaming through the country. the reptiles lurking there, the huge 
spiders in the houses, but brightened the picture by telling of the 
groves of cocoanut palms, the tamarind and cinnamon trees, the 
coffee plantations, and the lovely flowers that help make the breezes 
so spicy and perfumed. 

Still another told of the people, their language and habits. their 
religion, the heathen gods they worshiped, with their heathen 
ceremonies and superstitions. 

Then, when we had a vivid picture of the land in our minds, and 
could almost fancy ourselves standing under the feathery palm- 
trees, with the soft breezes fanning our cheeks, the father took us 
back to the first missionaries under the American Board, and gave 
the early history of their labors there. 

After singing. 

Shout the tidings of salvation 
O’er the islands of the sea, 
one of the boys gave the mission stations now occupied, writing on 
the blackboard the names of missionaries now in the field. Still 


| another took us to visit the schools, and gave us glimpses of the 
Nor do we regret that this is the | home life of the white-robed girls at Oodooville, and the school 


boys at Jaffna. 


The youngest of the family, too small to give a report, passed 
around a few pictures of Ceylon, mostly found in back numbers of 


the Herald or Life and Light. 


Then the mother spoke of woman's work there, and we sat with 


her awhile in a school held under the shade of a mango-tree, where 
thirty-five brown-faced little maidens were learning the numerous 
characters of the Tamil alphabet. 


Texts, previously prepared, were next recited, whose initial 


letters spelled the verse upon the blackboard, “ The isles shall wait 


Wake the song of jubilee, 
Let it echo o’er the sea. 


It | came next; then as the mother repeated, ‘Remember the words of 
| the Lord Jesus, how he said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
| receive,’” the youngest child passed the contribution-box. 


Everybody dropped something into the hole in the top, then 


with the announcement that the subject for next month would be 


In giving place to the suggestion that a similar disposition the Mahratta mission, the father led in a short prayer, all joining 
may be made of lesson leaves by other schools, we would | in the Lord’s Prayer at the close 

say that we do not know of any general agency by which | and intelligently join in the petition, “ Thy kingdom come,” for the 
this distribution can be effected. Correspondence on the | exercises of the evening” 


Could they not more heartily 
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' GOMPANIONED. 
BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


We journey not alone the path of life 
But are companioned ever 

With unseen spirits, who, themselves at strife, 
Forsake us never, never. 


One walketh close beside us on the right 
With clear anointed vision, 

Pointing us upward to the realms of light 
Where are the fields Elysian. 


While at our left, to broad and treacherous wa,s 
Our fickle hearts compelling, 

The other one, throughout our nights and days, 
Another tale is telling. 


The one with radiant face exhorts the soul 
To higher consecration, 

To purer living, and to self-control 
That can resist temptation. 


While with a thousand soft seductive wiles, 
And livery of splendor 

The other, like a fiend, the soul beguiles 
Inte complete surrender 


We journey not alone the path of life, 
But ever thus attended, 

We go the various ways of peace, or strife, 
Assaulted, and befriended 


The fierce ii vi: zat 
Whose purpose is infernal? 


Which shall we choose? i) spurt, 
Or the diviner guide, through whom we inierit 
The joys of life eternal ? 


Shall it be fiend or friend to whom the soul 
Yields resolute compliance? 

Toward whom, in view of yon celestial goal 
Shall we assume defiance ? 

We journey not alone; but Right and Wrong 
Walk faithfully beside us; 

O Christ! the friend so merciful and strony. 
Thou, thou alone must guide us! 





MAGNIFY THE OFFICE. 


| ages, characteristics, and culture of the minds open to 
| receive the knowledge of salvation. In the third place, a 
| good teacher will aim to possess the right spirit. This is 
| more than mere knowledge. It is a spirit of devout rever- 
| ence for inspired truth; of mighty love for Christ; and of 
| desire to save souls. It is a spirit of self-consecration to a 
supreme work, wherein we may become truly and effectu- 
| ally coworkers with the Holy Spirit, who takes of the 
thingsof God to show them unto us—even unto the least 
in age and in capacity. No gifts nor qualifications can 
compensate for the absence of such a spirit, ruling and con- 
trolling the teacher. It produces patience and gentleness 
and sympathy, and puts the teacher’s heart in unison with 
the heart of the child. 

Moreover, a spirit thus gracious and kind gives zest and 
eloquence, and all the pathos that runs into persuasiveness, 
and literally draws the young to Christ. It is cheerful, 
radiant, beautiful, and puts a nameless charm on the man- 
_ ner of the teacher which pupils are quick to see and admire. 

It is not the quantity of matter taught in a single lesson 
that measures the value of the time taken. It is the spirit, 
the temper, the disposition, informing and vitalizing that 
matter, which sends it down into the hearts and the con- 
sciences, or fixes it in the memories of youth under instruc- 
tion. No harsh, nor morose, nor severe, nor dogmatic 
method is allowable where love should reign and truth 
shine in its clearness. Many teach as though they were 
personified Sinais, and cared little for the sweetness and 
gentleness and forbearance which must ever characterize 
successful teachers of the gospel, whether in the pulpit or 
in the Sunday-school. 

Lastly, that teacher will magnify the office who connects 
the school with the home, and follows the pupil, either 
with personal calls or friendly letters, which shall prove a 
depth of personal interest that is not exhausted by the 
service of the school-room. Joying as we do in the great 
work of the hosts of Sunday-school laborers throughout 
our land, we offer the above fraternal hints and sugges- 
tions on a theme quite too large for adequate treatment 
here. Nevertheless, hints may grow like the grain of 
mustard-seed, if Heaven bless the springing thereof. 





BY ELBERT S. PORTER, D.v. 


It is hard to overrate the office of a good Sunday-school | CHURCH VERSUS SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


teacher. The peril lies in not estimating it as it really 
should be. 


short of rightly thinking on what a faithful teacher has to | asleep. 


do, and may do. It should never be taken for a Sunday 

pastime, nor as an easy way of showing a kind spirit, nor | 
for the sake of the respectable associations it secures. The | 
object of all true and fit teaching in the Sunday-school is | 
twofold, namely, to open the Scriptures, that the pupils may | 
see their meaning and be rightly affected by such meaning. 
Brain and heart are to be reached through and by means 
of the precepts, doctrines, and examples of the word of life. 
In all the employments of the busy and various world of 
human affairs, there is not another of higher aim and nobler 
purpose than this wherein the Sunday-school teacher is 
engaged. 

It is not, however, through pride, nor self-complacency, 
nor indolence, nor easy good-nature, that the teacher will 
magnify the office. There are plenty of teachers who have 
not dreamed, nor imagined, nor in any wise compassed by 
earnest thought, the magnitude of their work. Such fail, 
and do not know they fail. They are busy, but acoom- 
plish nothing. They go through with the forms and 
methods of instruction, but neither impart knowledge nor 
make impressions. They may amuse, or entertain, or 
occupy their scholars, but they neither win them nor gain 
them over into the love of the truth. How then ought the 
teacher’s office to be duly magnified? First, by a diligent 
and painstaking preparation to teach the lessons assigned. 
A teacher no less than a preacher should study the theme 
or topic to be presented. In these days there is really no 
excuse for a teacher who does not study, in advance, the 
portion of divine truth to be taught. Helps are many, and 
within the reach of all. So far as the mere apparatus of 
acquiring a fair amount of knowledge to be used in the act | 
and fact of teaching, aids are most ample. Whoever ven- 
tures, then, to take the position of a teacher, and passes by 
all these modern aids to the study of the Scriptures, is 
bringing dishonor upon an office too sacred to be lightly 
esteemed. 

Then, in the next place, there should be a studious and 
prayerful effort made, on the part of the teacher, to adapt 
language, figures, illustrations, and appeals to the several 
capacities of the children to be taught. This is not a very 
easy matter. Some teachers soar above, some sink beneath, 
the average mental grasp of the pupils. One with a quick 
and honest eye may soon detect whether this is so or not. 
But if the teacher be intent upon making the most of time 


Many teachers fail, and many others come | 


| world to Christ!” 





BY MRS. EDWARD ASHLEY WALKER. 
Tommy was already in bed, and supposed to be fast 


| 
} 


Johnny, in virtue of two additional years, came later 
accompanied by his father, who was to hear his prayers. 
John, having other projects in view, wandered repeatedly, 
and had to be sharply recalled, on*this wise: “God bless 
my father and mother; God bless Tommy, and make him a 
good boy—O father! you won’t forget to buy that saw to- 
morrow, will you?” 

“ Hush, Johnny, and finish your prayer properly.” 

“ Bless Brother Tommy, and make him a good boy—and, 
father, you know I’ve got to have a brad-awl to make holes 
with |” 

“ My son, this is very, very wrong. Remember that you 
are praying.” 

“Bless my brother Tom, and make him a good boy—and 
then there’s impression paper and sand, pa.” 

“John, I shall punish you if I hear anything more from 
you to-night, except your prayer.” 

The thoroughly alarmed Johnny now resumes in good 
earnest, “ Bless Tommy, and make him a ” when up 
springs the supposed sleeper in mighty wrath, shouting, 
“John Riggs, you just stop that, or I'll punch your head! 
You've prayed for me four times too much already. I'll 
thank you to let me alone. If I want praying for, I'll doit 
myself.” 

Shall it be confessed that this domestic scene has just 
been brought vividly to mind by the reading of the pro- 
gramme for the week of prayer, and coming unwarned 
upon the remarkable conglomerate of Friday’s petitions, and 
that the long-suffering Tommy’s objurgation approved it- 
self to be what our Irish friends call “nate and convay- 
nient ”?—“ prayer for Christian missions to the Jews and 
Gentiles, for Sunday-schools, and for the conversion &f the 
Is that combination worthy of the | 
American Church in this year of our Lord? One can for- 
give our foreign brethren, in whose experiences Sunday- 








schools are so largely missionary enterprises; but that our 
own leaders of national devotion should have calmly | 
acquiesced is painfully significant of the attitude of the | 
church toward that which in moments of periodic courtesy | 
it styles its “nursery.” Now in the United States of 


it means Dr. Hall, and Lyman Abbott, and H. Clay Trum- 
bull, and a mighty host of the most alert thinkers and Chris- 
tian workers of the Lord. It would be flippantly easy to 





and toil, care will be taken to suit the instruction to the 


say that it cannot hari tus valiant host to be reckoned with 
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whatever classes of heathen and outcasts are not elsewhere 
provided for, and that to be prayed for anyhow and anywher: 
isa boon. This may or may not be true, but there ean be 
no shadow of doubt that to the church itself any ignorance, 
indifference, and injustice on its own part, must be cruelly 
harmful, most of all when exercised toward a point so vital 
For that which is spoken on the house-tops at anniversa- 
ries and in “occasional” sermons is true. The Sunday- 
school is the nursery of the church, the very germ of its 
life. 

It is time to inquire whether the unnatural antagonism 
or perilous misunderstanding between church and Sunday- 
school, which is painfully evident in many quarters, is 
remediless. God forbid. The only question is what mode 
of treatment shall be adopted. A pleasing vision floats 
before my fancy of what might be called, for want of a better 
name, fellowship meetings. Not great mass meetings, 
brilliant and barren, with glittering generalities and addle 
compliments, but the simple bringing together, face 
to face, of your individual church,—for example, the officers 
and teachers of your home school,—in the hope that by 
prayer and conference they might come to some mutual 
understanding and an honest basis of loving union for 
Christian instruction and service. But this is, alas! im- 
practicable in most cases without a preparatory course, long 
and vigorous, of inquiry meetings on the part of the church. 
Kven were the Sunday-school on its side wise as a serpent 
and harmless asa dove, able to give a reason, devoid of 
pride and prejudice, for the faith which is in it, and to jus- 
tify all its ways ; yet for ail that many a churchman, com- 
ing to the fellowship meeting with honest intent, might 
depart utterly puzzled, and perhaps a confirmed skeptic, 
like some belated looker in upon the Pentecost, to whom 
its speech and gesture and motive of action are alike foreign 
and incomprehensible, if not senseless mummery. A cler- 
gyman recently remarked that no one could safely venture 
to pronounce judgment on the Sunday-school question, 
who had not been an habitual reader of The Sunday 
School Times. It would certainly not be amiss for the 
good churchmen who stand aloof from the Sunday-school, 
chillingly silent or bitterly critical and denunciatory, to 
suspend judgment for a season, submit themselves as do- 
cilely as may be to the thoughtful perusal of the most trust- 
worthy Sunday-school “organ” within reach, and when 
made thus thoroughly en rapport with the general subject, 
proceed to examine carefully into the object and working of 
their own particular school. If it be found worthy, let their 
peace rest upon it and their wisest care uphold it ; if unwor- 
thy, let it be remorselessly cut off. 

But it is always well to make sure that what one con- 
demns actually exists, and is not an extinct monster, or an 
ignis fatwus evolved from the depths of one’s moral con- 
sciousness or sinful ignorance. Ignorance or indiffer- 
ence in regard to such an interest as this, is sin. Before 
pronouncing this neglect exceptional, canvass any church 
whose Sunday-school is one of many traditions received 
from the fathers, and declare what proportion of its mem- 
bership have the remotest idea what part of the Bible the 
Sunday-school is at this present studying ; what proportion 
only know the lesson and comments upon it as the thing 
to be skipped in skimming the various religious papers ; 
and who among them, fathers, mothers, and guardians 
though they be, have ever looked in upon their children in 
session or have any intelligent comprehension of the con- 
duct of affairs in their own school? 

O Christian parents, do not trust so blindly! If the 
church is not yet ripe for a fellowship meeting, I beseech you 
to enter personally and at once into covenant with your 
child’s teacher ; frankly speak to him, and lead him to frank 
speech in return, until you shall see eye to eye, and he 
shall understand plainly for what purpose your child in 
particular is sent to him on Sunday. If he is dull, or 
trifling, or ill instructed, or not “apt to teach,” the revela- 
tion of your intense concern, your vigilance, your tender 
sympathy, will make him a new man, if there is a particle 
of life in him, and if not, will effectually drive him from the 
field. If the teacher be already worthy in any degree of 
the confidence you have heretofore recklessly reposed in 
him, believe me he will welcome your conference and co- 
operation with unspeakable relief, and the more worthy he 
is of the responsibility he bears, the more has he doubt- 
less been marveling for weeks and months that you have 
not sought him before. 

In the good time coming, when perfect fellowship shall 
be established between the church and its “nursery,” 
doubtless our nomenclature will be so enriched as to afford 
the home and the mission schools different titles, as they 


America the Sunday-school means your children and mine; | now have widely differing compass, characteristics, and 


responsibilities. I have had in mind, of course, in this 


paper, only the home school, as it exists (on sufferance or 
with imperfect sympathy) in connection with our established 
Within the bounds of such a school one has no 


churches. 
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right to look for a teacher so inspiring and masterful in his 
influence over his Sunday child as to withstand the steady 
pull of an antipathetic or apathetic home current ; and 
within the bounds of such a church there must be a multi- 
tude of intelligent Christian parents who need but one 
sober thought on this subject to so “ purge their eyes with 
heavenly rue,” that they shall forever after see that either 
the Sunday-school is no place for their children at all, or 
else it is the spot of all others over which their wisest care 
and loving devotion skould continually brood. 





THE PLEDGE, 
BY PETER STRYKER, D.D. 


There lies before me a document which, although very 
poor in its chirography, and stained with ink. and soiled 
with dirt, is to me of great value. It reads thus :— 

“We the undersigned do hereby pledge ourselves to 
total abstinence—that we will not drink ourselves, nor give 
to others, any intoxicating liquors of any kind. We hereby 
do all swear before God and man.” 

This paper was written in the Rome Jail a year ago by 
one who was a prisoner awaiting his trial, and it is signed 
by himself and eight other prisoners. Its history is as fol- 
lows: The committee of the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation, of the city of Rome, New York, had been accus- 
tomed for a long time to visit the county jail each Sabbath 
to sing and pray with the inmates, and read and expound 
to them the word of God. At the time alluded to there 
was a revival of religion progressing in the different evan- 
gelical churches of the place, and the young men, catching 
the new and hallowed inspiration, had carried it to the jail. 
From the fullness of their hearts they spoke; and their 
words, by the power of the divine Spirit, were conveyed to 
the hearts of the wretched prisoners, as was the case with 
the words of Paul at Philippi. The cry arose, “ What must 
we do to be saved?” and some of those forlorn men were 
converted, among them the one who wrote the above docu- 
ment. 

Having been addicted to the use of intoxicating drinks, 
and feeling that this habit was the cause of their crime and 
misery, these men, just stepping into a new life, for the 
sake of their usefulness, as well as safety, put their names 
to this paper, and then gave it to one of the visiting young 
men. He brought it to me, not merely as an interesting 
document, but with the request that I would bring the case 
of these men before one of our meetings, and ask in their 
behalf the prayers of God’s people. This, of course, I did, 
and most fervently did the people pray for them. What 
ultimately became of these prisoners 1 know not, perhaps 
sha'l not know until the judgment-day. But here lies the 
pledge with their signatures, nine in number, affixed to it. 
And as I look at that soiled paper, I ask, Is there no power 
in the pledge? My impression is we hardly realize how 
much it does avail. Let us look at it again. 

THE PLEDGE Is A HELP TO THE POOR INEBRIATE. 


Tottering in his step, and trembling in his limbs, he 
comes forward and takes the pledge. Perhaps he is just 
recovering from a debauch, and so weak is he that he can 
hardly write his name. But he is in his sober senses, 
He knows that his position is a critical one. He is grap- 
pling with a giant, and the question is, Shall he yield and 
sink down to ignominy and perdition? No! There is 
some manly poWer remaining in him, and his soul, gather- 
ing new strength, says, “I will be free!” Friends gather 
around him and speak encouraging words, and assure him 
they will in every way help him in the battle. It may be 
he is pointed to One who is mighty to save, and in his 
extremity he looks in faith to him for relief, as the poisoned 
Israelites did to the brazen serpent upon the pole. But he 
understands as an intelligent being he must personally 
contend, God will not help him unless he tries to help 
himself. He must resist the devil in the cup. And how 
shall he do it? By resolving in the fear of God he will 
never compromise with the enemy. This he may do with- 
out speaking a word or signing his name. Yet the expe- 
rience of thousands shows that the poor inebriate will 
strengthen himself as well as help the cause of Temperance 
by openly avowing himself a convert to Total Abstinence, 
and signing the pledge. That is his declaration of inde- 
pendence. If he is a person of thought and principle, that 
bit of paper is of incalculable value to him. He has taken 
his stand. To God and man he has made a solemn vow, 
and there is his name put deliberately by his own hand to 
the promise. Hosts of new friends crowd around him, and 
as each shakes his hand and speaks an encouraging word 
he remembers his vow. At night when he retires to rest, 
in the morning when he awakens, at noonday when he 
looks up into the bright heaven over him, he thinks of his 
vow. And when he passes the gilded saloon where he has 
squandered so much time and money, and the tempter 
says, “Come im, and take one more drink, as in the good 


old time,” he at once recalls his vow, and his reply is, 


“ Never again.” That pledge is his talisman. By it God 
enables him to conquer. 
It is true many inebriates break the pledge. The only 


way is to watch them, and if they fall help them to rise 

again. ‘The strong must help support the weak. If Chris- 

tian temperance men and women would be as watchful | 
and earnest and hopeful and persevering as the wicked | 
tempters are, this reform would be more successful. Let 

us take the word of God, which contains many promises of 

divine help, and give it to the inebriate; and then persuade 

him to take the pledge, which is his own promise to try to 

help himself; and assure him of our help, and stick to him 

with fidelity and Christian love; and we will in all proba- 

bility succeed. With God and the man himself on our 

side we can fight the devil and all the world. 


THE PLEDGE IS A HELP TO THE WEAK WHO ARE NOT 
INEBRIATES. 


There are thousands of men who have been accustomed 
to take the social glass, and who just begin to realize they 
are becoming slaves to it. They have power now to resist. 
By vigorous pulling at the oars they can escape the de- 
vouring whirlpool. But something must be done. The 
action must be prompt and decided, or they will be lost. 
Can anything be better for them than to take the pledge? 
This will give them new aims, new associations. This will 
put them on a new track. This will stimulate them to put 
forth every effort. This will interest them in saving 
others, and thus secure their own safety. Many a good 
temperance worker would now fill a drunkard’s grave, had 
he not been persuaded to take the pledge. 

Woman is in danger. I know one of rare beauty, intelli- 
gence, and wealth, who, in an elegant mansion in New 
York City, died a drunkard’s death, and left a husband 
and little children to mourn, not only their loss, but their 
shame. I know one yet in the prime of life, whose hus- 
band’s name is a household word in this country, and who 
is often so inebriated, she cannot see her friends. These 
persons, and scores of others like them, never expected to 
be drunkards. Little by little they were drawn into it by 
custom, or a physician’s prescription. What is more likely 
to prevent such lamentable results than the pledge? Let 
our wives and sisters once become interested in the tem- 
perance movement, and positively promise they will totaliy 
abstain from all that intoxicates, and they will be safe, 
to say nothing about the influence they may exert upon 
others. 

Children are in danger. They smell the fumes of the 
liquor ; they eat the sugar at the bottom of the glass ; they 
drink occasionally at.the dinner-table; they see persons 
whom they regard as models of principle and piety drink ; 
they hear much about “the cup of good cheer ;”” they taste 
and like it ; they taste more and like it better ; they are told 
it is “ the good creature of God, to be used in moderation.” 
Poor credulous innocents! Who does not see their immi- 
nent peril? How shall we reach them? By the pledge. 
There is nothing like it for children. Every church and 
Sabbath-school should teach temperance to the little ones, 
teach it early, teach it thoroughly, and then fortify these 
weak lambs of the flock against the wolves prowling near by 
pledging them never to taste or touch the accursed thing. 
The drunkards of 1887 are in many cases children in 1877, 
and they are in our Sabbath-schools in large numbers. Sup- 
pose that every Sabbath-school in our land had connected 
with it a Total Abstinence Society, and every month, at a 
special meeting, or at the close of a school session, spent a 
few minutes—fifteen minutes would answer—in a prayer 
and sharp temperance talk, and in signing the pledge, how 
many might be saved from the grasp of the destroyer ! 

The temperancé cause has in this progressive age many 
helps; but don’t let us forget, while we use other appli- 
ances, that nothing has been, aside from the grace of God, 
more effective than Zhe Pledge 





FORGETTING ONE'S SELF. 
BY THE REV. E. E. ROGERS. 

If little Johnnie could only forget himself as he delivers 
his first declamation at school, he would not tremble and 
blush up to his hair; nor would he forget the charming | 
little sentences he thought he had committed to memory so 
perfectly when he left his seat. 

If Johnnie, a little larger grown, could only forget him- 





self on his first entrance into society, he would not labor so 
hard to find a resting-place for his hands; and he would 
not find it such a difficult puzzle to solve, to determine 
what to do with himself during the long wearisome hours 
of the evening party, or the social gathering. 

If Miss Mary, just sixteen, could forget her curls and 


church, to attend to its solemn services, and to profit by 
what she there hears. 

If our young friend who is just entering the Freshman 
class at college could forget what he knows, except when 
he wants to use it, and be persuaded that he has yet a 
great deal to learn, and that he will probably die knowing 
only a small part of what men have known, he would have 
more respect for the opinions of those around him, and 
would not so often make the invidious comparisons in 
which he so much indulges, and in which his own self figures 
so extensively, and invariably has the highest place. 

If our clerical friend could only forget on Monday that 
on the preceding day he had occupied the pulpit, and that 
he had enjoyed a special unction in that sacred place at 
that time, he would not go about the parish fishing for 
compliments for the sermon so recently delivered. 

If we all could forget self, and let our consciousness work 
outward toward duty and a world’s need, we should be 
much more useful in the world. He knows most of self- 
mastery who most forgets himself. He who craves most 
attention for himself has the least sympathy for others. 
He who sets himself on a throne must of necessity make 
subjects for his own worship. Pride and selfishness expect 
to be served. Humility and self-forgetfulness serve and 
bless the world. The conditions of usefulness are well ex- 
pressed in one of the favorite hymns sung by Mr. Sankey,— 

- “Oh, to be nothing, nothing ! 

Only to lie at his feet, 
A broken and emptied vessel 

For the Master’s use made meet. 
Emptied, that he might fill me. 

As forth to his service I go, 
Broken, that so unhindered 

His life through me might flow.” 

Mr. Moody and other eminent evangelists, in their earlier 
experience, found the greatest hindrance to usefulness in 
themselves. Not till self was cast out did the Lord begin, 
in a large measure, to own their labors. Not till self is 
cast out, and Christ enthroned in the heart, will the Lord 
use a minister ora Christian worker to any great extent. 
When we get through talking and thinking about ourselves, 
there will be an opportunity for converting power to attend 
our efforts. Large outpourings of the Spirit upon a soul 
never result in the glorifying of one’s self. They cast down. 
They cause self-abasement. They teach us the apostolic 
lessons, “‘ When I am weak, then am I strong.” 

Brethren, let us cry mightily to God for a baptism of the 
Spirit upon ourselves and upon all the people; for such « 
baptism as shall produce the results named above. If 
we can learn to forget ourselves, and look outward upon 
humanity and upward toward God, we shall be ready to 
work successfully for the world’s redemption 


HOW TO MANAGE A CLASS. 


BY MARGARET COMPTON. 





We will suppose that you are a young teacher, and have 
just entered upon the work in a church school. You have 
taken your seat, and the scholars have taken their seats. 
“What am I to do with them?” Ishould not advise an 
elaborate lesson. The children are thinking about you. 
and it is better to give them every opportunity to get 
acquainted with you. Let thescanning be mutual. Learn 
the names. A child will never forgive you for calling her 
by a wrong name for several weeks in succession. Tell 
them yours; it is not likely that they understood the 
superintendent when he introduced you. Find out how 
long they have been in the school, whether they are the 
eldest or youngest in the family, and all about the brothers 
and sisters. Try to remember what they tell you. 

While you are thus engaged, you can study the individual 
character. That fussy, mincing little puss has already 
made herself disagreeable by her vanity. Do not blame 
the child; for you can see by her dress that it is an inherited 
and a fostered sin. “Black eyes” must be watched. She 
is one of those “born to rule,” and you may expect mis- 
chief from that quarter before many days. Mary, with 
the pale, spirituelle face will twine herself about your 
heart, and you will love her and watch over her as one who 
will not long be with us. She has already made friends 
with that half-frightened, shivering child, who puts her 
hand on Mary’s furred cloak and then blushes as she looks 
at her own faded and thin one. She has glanced at you to 
see whether you have noticed the difference. Here isa 
case for unobtrusive charity. Send, by and by, a warm 
jacket, anonymously. The clasp of little hands around 
your neck and the whispered thanks will be sure to come. 
’ The dread of young teachers is the precocious child. 
The only way to answer questions that go beyond your 
knowledge is to say, “I do not know.” You may add, 





the quality and style of the dress she wears, and just how 


“ But I will try to find out,” or, if the subject be unimpor- 


her face appeared the last time she looked in the mirror, | tant, make no explanation. 





she would not find it so hard to think sober thoughts in 


No day should pass without some word for the Master - 
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but I would not advise you to try to teach more than the 


golden text on the first Sunday. Show them where it is | 


on the lesson paper, and explain that it is the first verse to 
be learned. Let them find the lesson for next Sunday, and 
point out the parts you would wish them to recite to you. 
Take their addresses; but don’t promise to call upon them 
unless you are certain that it will be possible. A child 
would rather have a surprise than be disappointed by a 
conditional promise. 
out, at the close of the session, without saying “ good-bye.” 





MY LITTLE GIRLS. 


BY A MISSION SCHOOL TEACHER. 


It was a cold Sunday and the paths were slippery. But 
my class of four was in its place, ready to welcome me 
with smiles and greetings. Ella, a nice German girl of 
twelve, her face alive with pleasure, could scarce wait to 
tell the news that a “ baby brother” had come to their 
home. To me it seemed not such good news, as Ella has 
long been taxed far beyond her strength in carrying about 
“baby brothers,” while her mother earned day’s wages by 
washing and ironing. It has given me much anxiety that 
all my little girls should much of the time be kept from day 
school, while they are growing so fast that they themselves 
will soon be out at service. But could I let Ella see my 
heart or guess that her teacher was not glad about the new 
baby? Oh, no! I entered warmly and heartily into her 
unselfish sister-love, and promised an early call. 

Little Katy wanted to speak next. Poor Katy! she 
comes from a home of discomfort, herself the wee oldest of 
four children, and the mother that saddest of all sad things, 
an intemperate wife and mother; hard-working, good- 
meaning, but so unreliable that confusion and want often 
sweep over the wretched home. 

“ Teacher, I almost got killed last night.” 

“Why, how, Katie?” 

“ Well, I was sitting on a little bench behind the stove, 
holding the baby, when he stretched out his hand and 


Be careful not to let one scholar slip | 


COMFORT FROM THE WORD. 


BY FREDERICK CLEVELAND. 


MY MAKERS PROMISE. 

“ Fear thou not; for I am with thee; be not dismayed; for I am 
thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will 
uphold thee with the mght hand of my righteousness.""—Isa. 41 : 10. 

MY PRAYER, 

If ever called through life to roam 
In distant lands, to leave my home 
And loving friends, so dear to me,— 
May this my sweet assurance be; 
I'll take, my God, thy word with me: 

‘ Fear thou not; for I am with thee.” 
If on the sea, storms o'ertake me, 
If all other hopes forsake me, 
E'en though shipwrecked, and I, alone, 
Am cast on shores to all unknown, 
May I, thus tried, still trust thy word: 

Be not dismayed; I am thy God,” 
When tempted oft—as oft I've been— 
By deed or thought, to yield to sin; 
If tried beyond my strength to bear, 
I'll ask thee, God, in fervent prayer, 
To give the aid thus promised me: 
Fear not; for I will strengthen thee.” 

Knowing, O God! thy love for me, 
In thankfulness, I would love thee 
With all my heart; and if I fail 
In warmth of love, may then prevail 
This word of thine in aiding me: 

‘ Fear thou not; for I will help thee.” 


With thy right hand of righteousness, 
I pray thee, God, my soul to bless; 
That I may have no fear of death, 
But let me ask with dying breath 
Fulfillment of thy word to me: 

“ Fear thou not; I will uphold thee.” 





DOING IS BETTER THAN TALKING. 
BY JOHN E. READ. 
In the church, the Sabbath-school, and wherever moral 





pulled @ towel that was hanging from the mantel to dry, 
and the towel was just tucked under the lamp, and so the 
lamp came down, hit the stove, and blazed up, setting the 
towel on fire. A man who lives in the next room heard us 
scream, and he ran in and pulled me out, but he said in a 
second more I would have burned up!” 

Katy quite realized the excitement of her story and its 
effect upon us all of her truly wonderful escape. 

“ Just think, teacher, I might have been dead!” 

Katy is “the problem” of my class, she is always in 
want of something. She will shuffle to school in her | 
mother’s shoes, or with toes protruding, with hat drenched | 
in rain, so that to resist her plea is impossible. Yet I | 
often feel that to supply all her needs is but to indulge the | 
mother’s appetite. There is little doubt that Katy’s best 
and happiest hours are those which she spends in our 
Sunday-school. And to hear her sing with soaring voice 
the hymns and refrains in our Moody and Sankey collec- | 
tion, has more than once stopped my own voice with a | 
choking in my throat | | 

Lisbeth is my comfort scholar. At home and in school | 
she is the little mother bright and helpful, a true German 
housewife, fast developing into a practical, interesting | 
woman. Her lessons are perfectly recited, with a careful 
pronunciation which marks her foreign birth, but with | 
pleasant flowing accent. After a lesson that contained | 
many long words, I said, ‘“‘ Perhaps some of these words 
you did not understand?” She answered modestly, “I | 
think I understand them all.” Glancing over the page, I 
tried some of the words, and was surprised at the original 
definitions she gave, showing that she caught the idea, but 
had never before put it in words. “ Fellowship” was one I 
remember ; she flushed slightly, and said, ‘It is what you 
mean by keeping company very much together.” 

After a long and difficult lesson recited without a mis- 
take I said, knowing her busy home-life, her mother out at 
work every day but Saturday,—* Lisbeth, when do you 
study ?” 

“Qh! all the time. I begin early in the week, and when 


I have a few minutes I catch up my Bible and learn a 
verse.” 


instruction is given, the great fact thatit is by their deeds, 
rather than by words, that Christians are judged by the 


world, is too often overlooked. Some zealous professors 


seem to forget that a man may talk freely and well in a 


prayer-meeting, be a constant attendant upon the services 
of the sanctuary, an active member of the Sabbath-school, 
and labor in season and out of season with the impenitent, 
and yet, in spite of all this, be not only a useless member 
of the church, but even a stumbling-block to those who are 
out of Christ. They overlook the fact that if his life is not 
consistent, all his professions and efforts will be useless, if 
not positively injurious. And we find that in almost every 
church there are men who talk a great deal on the subject 
of religion, whose words avail nothing for good because the 
evil of their daily lives counteracts all the good which they 
otherwise might do. 

In illustration I will give a couple of instances which 
came under my own observation. A few years agoa wealthy 
man moved to a neighboring town and carried a letter to 


| the weak and struggling church which was there located. 


In his new home he was very active in religious meetings, 


| and wherever anything was to be said for Christ he was 


“never wanting there.” But he was extremely selfish, and 
was not willing to pay one half of his proportion for the 
support of the gospel at home or abroad. While he was 
ready with “lip service” he was always reluctant when 


| more substantial aid was required. Several of his neigh- 


bors, who were not Christians, making his inconsistency an 
excuse for their own short-comings, cut down their subscrip- 
tions, and it became more difficult to sustain religious servi- 
ces than it would have been if this wealthy man had stayed 
away. All his talk passed as nothing, but his actions told 
against the cause of Christ. 

Another man, who belonged to the same church, and who 
was a great talker at prayer-meetings, and with the impeni- 
tent, was notorious for misrepresenting the quality of the 
goods which he had for sale. He had obtained a reputa- 
tion for practical dishonesty and petty meanness which 
more than neutralized all the good which his talking might 
otherwise have done; and this made him, instead of a help, 
as he ought to have been, a hindrance to the church. 





Ella does not recite her lessons as correctly as Lisbeth, | 
and often, in the glow of the moment, runs into familiar or 
colloquial phrases that are very expressive, but provocative | 
of smiles. In one of our last lessons she came to the verse, 
“Return to thy house,O David,”—when she said very 
earnestly, ‘Go home, David, go home, and take care of your | 


j 


house.” | 
1 


My class is a very humble one, and the teacher has not 
much experience, but we have our own little interests, | 


And in all other churches there are doubtless, men who 


| say one thing in words and a very different one in actions. 


They do not realize that it is by their deeds that they will 
be judged. They have yet to learn that it is not wholly, 
nor yet principally, by talking that the world is to be con- 
verted. A quiet, consistent life and a good example are 
among the most effective private instrumentalities for lead- 
ing men to Christ. And while no reliance for salvation is 
to be placed upon good works, it is certain that there can be 





as well as example, that the noblest type of Christian char- 
acter is not that of the man who is always talking on re- 
ligious subjects without doing anything to benefit his fellow- 
men, but, on the contrary, is that of one who maintains a 
“quiet walk with God,” and who is always doing good as 
he has opportunity. The silent witness of the life is far 
more effective than any mere talking can be; and the judg- 
ment of the world will invariably be formed with direct 
reference to the deeds, and without regard to the words, of 
those who profess to follow Christ. 

The best way to “stand up for Jesus” is to live a holy 
life. Not those who have said “ Lord, Lord,” but those who 
have done the will of God, will be admitted tothe kingdom 
of heaven. Let every man who speaks for Christ, either in 
public or in private, be sure to have his words enforced by 
a truly Christian life. Otherwise they will pass for naught, 
the cause of Christ will not be advanced, and he will be 
wounded in the house of his friends. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


——g——— 


JAMIE WESTON’S HALF-DOLLAR. 
[A TRUE sTORY.]} 
BY MARAH. 


Little Jamie felt very rich indeed, for had he not fifty 
cents of his own earning in his pocket? It was in many 
bits, such as are paid small boys for small services. The 
pocket was wearing quite thin, and Jamie was not sure it 
was a safe receptacle for his treasure. 

“There comes Cousin Sue; I must tell her how rich | 
am.” 

But Cousin Sue had something to tell him too, and 
was almost out of breath, she had been walking so rapidly. 
“I’m making up a box of nice things to send to the —— 
Mission, Jamie. Have you anything to put in it?” 

How the boy’s heart thrilled within him! Many a story 
of the Mission had he heard, for dear Cousin Sue and 
his mother never tired of telling him about the home of 
the little Brazilian-born boy who was his cousin—another 
wee Jamie whose father and mother were missionaries! 

“T have fifty cents that I earned myself; here, put 
something in the box for me,” and thrusting his chubby 
fist into the now empty pocket Jamie trudged homeward, 
thinking of Brazil, and wondering what Cousin Sue would 
buy with his half-dollar. 

The Westons had not always been poor. Jamie could 
remember when they lived in the white house on the hill, 
where the roses bloom and the birds sing in the great trees 
all the summer through; but father died and troubles 
came. Now they lived in a little brown house close by the 
river, and it was only by exercising the strictest economy 
and by often toiling beyond her strength, that the poor 
widow kept her little children from want. 

“Mamma, mamma,” he shouted eagerly as he burst into 
the room, “I’ve sent my half-dollar to the missionaries.” 

Mrs. Weston stopped the busy treadle of her sewing- 
machine, and Jamie saw there were tears in her eyes. 
“O Jamie!” she said, “I thought your money would 
help to buy you a new jacket,-and yours is so thin.” 

The impulsive boy threw his arms about her, and cried, 
“Don’t grieve, mamma; God always has taken care of us, 
and he will send me a jacket, I know he will.” 

Cousin Sue’s work was finished; and late in the aiter- 
noon she threw herself upon a couch in her mother’s room, 
and began relating the adventures of the day. How ecrip- 
pled Dick had sent a fervent “God bless Miss Sallie!”—it 
was all he had to send—to the dear lady whose life had 
been spent in home missionary work before she was called 
to Brazil. “And O mother! Jamie Weston gave me 
fifty cents that he had earned himself. What canI buy 
with that? It must be something special, coming from 
him. I wish you could have seen his black eyes sparkle 
when I told him about the box. What do you think he 
said? ‘I have been saving this to buy my winter jacket, 
but God won’t let me freeze. I do want to send it to the 
missionaries.” 

“Freeze, indeed! I should think not,” said Susie’s 
mother, now thoroughly interested. “We'll see to that. 
I'll send him a jacket this very evening. Ay, he shall 
have a full suit of the best cloth in town!” 

So it happened that as Jamie lit the lamp and drew the 
chairs about the little supper-table, there came a rap at the 
door, and a package was handed in with Master James 
Weston’s name in very plain letters upon it. What was 
the little fellow’s delight when the package being opened, 
it was found to consist of material for a full suit of warm 
winter clothes ! 





| Again there were tears in the widow’s eyes, and Jamie 
and though I am often discouraged, yet sometimes, as last no living piety without them. 


Sunday, I feel that my scholars need, oh, so much, the hour | 
of sweet quiet which we spend together in Sunday-school. | examples of high-toned honor, and teach them by precept, | 


| whispered softly, “I asked God for it, and I knew it would 
Sabbath-school teachers should set before their scholars come some time, but I didn’t look for it so soon,” 
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LESSON HELPS. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON 12, SUNDAY, MARCH 25, 1877. 
FIRST QUARTERLY REVIEW. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Bur Gop 18 THE JUDGE: HE PUTTETH DOWN ONE, 
AND SETTETH UP ANOoTHER.—Psa. 75: 7. 


HOME READINGS. 


1 Kings 12:12-20. The Kingdom Divided. 
Monday, Mar. 19 { 1 Kings 12: 25-33. The Sin of Jeroboam. 





1 Kings 16: 23-34. Omri and Ahab 
1 Kings 17: 1-16. Elijah the Tishbite. 


Tuesday, Mar. 20 { 
1 Kings 18:5-18. Elijah and Ahab. 


Wednesday, Mar. 21 1 Kings 18: 19-29. Elijah and the Proph- 
ets of Baal. 


1 Kings 18: 36-46. Elijah and his Sacrifice. 
1 Kings 19- 8-18. Elijah at Horeb. 


. on 1 Kings 21: 4-14. The Story of Naboth. 
Friday, Mar. 23: 4% Kings 2: 1-12. Elijah Translated. 


Saturday, Mar. 24: 2 Kings 2: 13-25. The Spirit on Elisha. 
Sunday, Mar, 25: Psa. 115: 1-18. Jehovah alone to be praised 
TOPICS AND GOLDEN TEXTS. 

1. FIRST-FRUITS OF FOLLY. 

But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they had given 
him.—1 Kings 12: 8. 
2. PROGRESS IN SIN. 


Thursday, Mar. 22 


And he shall give [srael up because of the sins of Jeroboam. who 
did sin, and who made Israel to sin. —1 Kings 14: 16. 


3. HEAPING UP WRATH. 
But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving 
and being deceived.—2 Tim. 3: 13. 
4. MESSAGES FROM GOD. 
In famine he shall redeem thee from death —Job 5. 20. 
5. A WICKED KING TROUBLED. 


And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? The Lord shall 
trouble thee this day —Josh 7: 25 


6. BAAL’S PROPHETS HELPLESS. 


How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be God, 
follow him: but if Baal, then follow him —1 Kings 18: 21. 





7. GOD'S PROPHET VINDICATED. 
The God that answereth by fire, let him be God. —1 Kings 18: 24. 
8 THE DOUBTER REASSURED. 


Will he plead against me with his great power? No: but he 
would put strength in me.—Job 23: 6. 


9% THE CURSE OF COVETOUSNESS. 
Thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the Lord — 
1 Kings 21: 20. 
10. THE PATH OF THE JUST. 
And Enoch walked with God, and he was not; for God took 


him.—Gen. 5; 24. 
ll. POWER FROM ON HIGH. 
They said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha —2 Kings 2: 15. 





REVIEW BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Lesson 1,.—Superintendent: And King Rehoboam consulted 
with the old men. , . . And they spake unto him saying, If thou 
wilt be a servant unto this people this day, and wilt serve them, 
and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will 
be thy servants for ever. 1 Kings 12: 6, 7 

Scholars: But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they 
had given him. 1 Kings 12:8 

Teachers : The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he 
that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise. Prov. 12: 15. 

All; How have I hated instruction, and my heart despised re- 
proof. Prov. 5; 12. 


Lesson 2,.—Superintendent ; Whereupon the king took coun- 
sel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too 
much for you to go up to Jerusaem; behold thy gods, O Israel, 
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 1 Kings 12: 28 

Scholars: And he shall give Israel up because of the sins of 
Jeroboam, who did sin, and who made Israel to sin. 1 Kings 14: 16. 

Teachers: Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image. 

. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them. 
ox. 20: 4, 5. 

All; God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship 

him in spirit and in truth. Jonn 4. 24. 


Lesson 3,—Superintendent: And Ahab did more to provoke 
the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that 
were before him. 1 Kings 16> 33. 

Scholars ; But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived. 2 Tim. 3: 13. 

Teachers: But the path ot the just is as the shining light, that 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day. Prov. 4: 18. 

All: If they obey and serve him, they shall spend their days in 
prosperity, and their years in pleasures. Job 36: 11. 


Lesson 4,—Superintendent: And the barrel of meal wasted | 
not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the 
Lord, which he spake by Elijah. 1 Kings 17: 16. 

Scholars : In famine he shall redeem thee from death. Job 5: 20. 


Teachers; Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell 





iu the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. Psa. 37: 3. | 


All. Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, 


“and all these things shall be added unto you. Matt. 6: 33. 


Lesson 5,—Superintendent : And Joshua, and all Israel with 
him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver and the garment, 
and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, and his 
oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that he 
had : and they brought them unto the valley of Achor. Josh. 7: 24. 

Scholars: And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the 
Lord shall trouble thee this day. Josh. 7: 25. 

Teachers: In that ye have forsaken the commandments of the 
Lord. 1 Kings 18: 18. 

All: The wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, 
whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith my 
God, to the wicked. Isa. 57: 20, 21. 

Lesson 6.—Superintendent : If it seem evil unto you to serve 
the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve. Josh. 24: 15. 

Scholars : How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord 
be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. 1 Kings 18: 21. 

Teachers: No man can serve two masters: for either he will 
hate the one and love the other; or else he will hold to the one 
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
Matt. 6: 24. 

All: The Lord our God will we serve, and his voice will we obey. 
Josh. 24: 24. 

Lesson 7.—Superintendent: And it came to pass at the time 
of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came 
near and said, Lord God of Abraham Isaac, and of Israel, let it be 
known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy ser- 
vant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. 1 Kings 
18: 36. 

Scholars: The God that answereth by fire, let him be God. 
1 Kings 18: 24. 

Teachers: Bless the Lord, O my soul. ... Who maketh his 
angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire. Psa. 104: 1, 4. 

All; The Lord, he is the God; the Lord,he is the God. 1 Kings 
18. 39. 

Lesson 8.-—Superintendent: Go forth, and stand upon the 
mount before the Lord. 1 Kings 19: 11. 

Scholars: Will he plead against me with his great power? No: 
but he would put strength in me. Job 13: 6. 

Teachers: He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee; for 
my strength is made perfect in weakness. 2 Cor. 12: 9. 

All: Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 2 Cor. 12: 9. 

Lesson 9.—Superintendent: And Ahab came into his house 
heavy and displeased. . . . But Jezebel his wife came to him, and 


| said unto him, Why is thy spirit so sad? . . . So she wrote letters 


in Ahab’s name, and sealed them with his seal. 1 Kings 21: 4, 5,8. 

Scholars: Thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the 
Lord. 1 Kings 21: 20. 

Teachers: Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves ser- 
vants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin 
unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness. Rom. 6: 16. 

All: The wages of sin is death: but the gift of God is eternal 
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. 6: 23. 

Lesson 10.—Superintendent: Elijah went up by a whirlwind 
into heaven. 2 Kings 2: 12. 

Scholars: And Enoch walked with God, and he was not; for God 
took him. Gen. 5: 24. 

Teachers: The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God; 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
1 Thess. 4: 16, 17. 

All; Wheretore comfort one another with these words. 1 Thess. 
4: 18 

Lesson 11.—Superintendent: He took the mantle of Elij«h 
that fell from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is the 
Lord God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters they 
parted hither and thither; and Elisha went over. 2 Kings 2: 14. 

Scholars: They said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. 
2 Kings 2: 15. 

Teachers: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord of hosts. Zech. 4: 6. 

All: Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you. 1 Cor. 3: 16. 

Review Lesson.—Superintendent: O Lord, I know that the 
way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to 
direct his steps. Jer. 10: 23. 

Scholars: But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth 
up another. Psa. 75. 7. 

Teachers: The Lord lifteth up the meek: he casteth the wicked 
down to the ground. Psa. 147: 6. 

All: Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord, that delighteth 
greatly in his commandments. Psa. 112: 1. 





PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 

It is very useful to pause sometimes and review the past, 
that we may remedy its evils and secure its benefits. Work 
must be done in detail, bit by bit, stroke by stroke, stitch by 
stitch. We may be discouraged by the little which is done 
day by day ; but when we review it we are encouraged to see 
that we have not toiled in vain. Or we may have made 
some mistake. The little done each day has not shown the 
error; but when we review the work we see how great the 
mistake has been and are led to correct it. 

We are on a journey through narrow lanes or deep valleys. 


Let us now and then climb some hill and look back. We 
may discover that though the departure from the true direc- 
tion was so little every day that it was not noticed, yet that 
on the whole we have gone very wrong and must alter our 
course. Or, if we have been led by a true guide, and have 
sometimes doubted whether he was leading us aright, we may 
see, when we review the journey, that though the path turned 
hither and thither, yet that, on the whole, it was the best, the 
most direct road we could have taken, and so we go on 
encouraged. 


We should review our studies. How much of the benefit of 
reading books, of hearing sermons, of learning lessons, is lost, 
by not going back over the old ground, and reflecting on what 
we have read or heard. Let us ask what real good we have 
derived from these studies about the kingdom of Israel? Are 
we more deeply convinced of the evil of sin? Are we more 
fully resolved not to imitate Jeroboam and Ahab, but to be 
servants of the Lord God of Elijah and Elisha? 


HOW TO VIEW THE QUARTER’S TEACHINGS. 


The golden text is a very good glass through which to look 
at the events we have been considering. ‘God is the judge.” 
A judge ought to know accurately and then to decide justly. 

1. God is a judge who knows accurately.‘ (1.) Men are liable 
to mistake facts. They see and hear only parts of a subject. 
There is always something which escapes their knowledge. 
But God knows everything. His eyes are in every place. 
He sees the most secret and the most minute incident of every 
action of men. Human judges often mistake what they do 
see or hear. We sometimes doubt the testimony of our own 
senses, much more the reports of others. But God cannot 
err. He sees all around, and through and through. 


(2.) Men are mistaken as to motives. They may see the 
external act, but not the moving force. And the motive 
really makes the act, regarding it morally. What seeins cruel 
may be done with a kind purpose. What looks very generous 
and devout may be prompted by selfishness or malice. God 
reads the heart. His eye, as his word, is a sharp two-edged 
sword, dividing the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart. 


(3.) Men may forget what they have known. The memory is 
often very treacherous. Between hearing the evidence and 
passing sentence many circumstances may escape the mind of 
the judge which ought to influence his decision. But every- 
thing is at once present to the Judge of all. He cannot forget. 
Thus, as judge, he infallibly knows the facts. 


2. God 1s a judge who acts justly. (1.) Men often decide under 
the influence of passion. Their feelings are so stirred that they 
do not see the facts in their true nature and proportion. They 
may be unduly angry with the wrong-doer; or may unduly 
sympathize with the sufferer ; or be indignant because of some 
injury supposed to be done to some truth or system dear to 
the judge. But God, while hating the evil and loving the 
good, is not misled by emotion, and decides with undisturbed 
serenity ; neither his pity for sorrow inducing leniency, nor 
his wrath against wrong provoking severity. 


(2.) Men often decide under the influence of self-interest. 
Their own property, their reputation, the interest of their class 
or political party or church, may be involved. A sentence is 
often passed not according to the real facts or the strict law 
but also under the influence of some personal motive in the 
judge of which he himself may be unconscious. But this is 
impossible with God. He has only one motive—to do right. 

(.3) Men often are unable to execute their sentences. They 
give their decision, but cannot enforce it. The executive may 
not be sufficiently strong. Public opinion, private influence, 
the force of events, may interfere with it. But God 1s a judge 
whose word is “ quick (alive) and powerful.” All his decrees 
stand fast for ever and ever. ‘‘ Hath he said, and shall he not 
do it?” 

The golden text further tells us, “‘ He putteth down one and 
setteth up another.’ This is illustrated in the series of 
lessons we have been considering. 


1. He saw how Solomon and the people had declined from 
their allegiance, and so he put down Rehoboam, and caused 
the severance of the ten tribes, and raised up Jeroboam to be 
his instrument in carrying out this sentence. 

2. He saw how Jeroboam abused his power and privileges; 
making the golden calves, altering the divine ordinances of 
worship to suit his selfish policy, and leading Israel into 


apostacy ; and he passed sentence on Jeroboam and his house, 
| and “ gave Israe} up.” 





| 3. He saw the wickedness of the successors of Jeroboam ; of 
| Nadab his son, who “did evil in the sight of the Lord ;” of 
Baasha, who, though he reigned twenty-four years in wicked- 
ness, did not flourish unobserved, for he also “ did evil in the 
sight of the Lord;” of Elah his son, “drinking himself 
drunk ;" of Zimri in his murder of Elah; of Omri, when “he 
did worse than all that were before him;"’ and of Ahab when 
he married Jezebel, reared altars to Baal, and persecuted the 
servants of God. The great Judge put down Nadab, who 
after two years was murdered; and Baasha, whose “ house 
was made like the house of Jeroboam;” and Elah, who after 





two years was killed when drunk; and Zimri, whose wicked 
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reign of seven days ended in suicide; and Omri, whose sins | 
were visited in Ahab his son, 

4. He saw the daring wickedness of Ahab and Jezebel, and 
reproved it by the famine. But he saw the fidelity of Elijah, 
whom he raised up and kept alive in the famine. 

5. He saw Obadiah’s early piety and consistent fidelity 
even in Ahab’s palace, and made the king to tremble in the 
presence of the fugitive prophet. 

6. He saw Elijah when he stood alone in the presence of 
the multitude, and defied the four hundred prophets of Baal, 
and he honored the faithful servant who appealed to the 
people not to halt between two opinions. 

7. He heard'the prayer of Elijah, and sent fire to consume 
the sacrifice, and opened the windows of heaven, and gave 
rain according to his word. 


8. He watched over the prophet in his flight, sent an | 


angel to him when sleeping under the juniper-tree, and | 
revealed himself in the still small voice on Horeb. 

9. He, as the all-seeing judge, watched Ahab taking pos 
session of the vineyard of the murdered Naboth, and put him 
down by the stern voice of the prophet. 

10. He saw how firm and true was Elijah, and having “set 
him up” in the glorious revelation on the mountain, took him 
to heaven in a chariot of fire. 

11. And he saw Elisha’s faith and heard Elisha’s prayer, | 
and set him up, by the miracle at Jordan, opening a path as | 
his servant; and at Jericho, endowing him as his almsgiver; | 
and at Bethel, vindicating his authority as his prophet. So, 
throughout this history, we are taught that amidst all the | 
changes of governments, and the seeming temporary triumph 
of the wicked, or afflictions of the righteous, God is the | 
judge who is always taking notice of men’s actions, and who | 
does assuredly punish the wicked and reward the good, if not | 
in this world, in the world to come. 





APPLICATIONS. 


, | 
We are apt to make mistakes when we see only a small 


part of a history. Some portions of a wicked man’s career 
may look like great prosperity, and we may wonder why sin 
should prosper. 





But let us look at his life as a whole, let us | 
know all his anxieties and fears, all the reproaches of an | 
evil conscience, all his vexations and failures, and we shall 
have little cause to envy him. Especially let us look at his 
end ; his future ; the sentence of the judge, and the execution! | 
A nation may seem strong and prosperous, and yet if it is | 
founded in wickedness its ruin is as certain as that of Israel 
of old. It may be compared to the terrible accident on the 
Lake Shore Railroad. That iron bridge seemed strong and | 
safe. Many heavy trains had passed over it. It had stood | 
for years. But it was weak, defective, rotten. All at once it | 
gave way ; and how terrible was the destruction! Passengers, | 
blameless of the defect, were involved in the ruin. So the | 
judgments of God on a wicked nation may be sudden, and | 
involve the innocent with the guilty. 

Yet in national sins we all have some influence. For the 
safety of the state, let every citizen strive against all falsehood, 
dishonesty, immorality, gold-worship, ungodliness, for these 
will surely bring down the judgment of the judge. And let 
us watch over our personal actions and look well to the state 
of our hearts before God, who “ tries the reins of the children 
of men.” We may for a time keep up a good appearance 
before our fellow-men, but at death, if not before, the terrible 
collapse will come, and ruin overtake the impenitent. 





As we must “all appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ,” let us make him our friend now; let us accuse our- 
selves before him, implore forgiveness, and renounce our sins. 
Let us not wait for him to “put us down.” Let us put our- 
selves down low in the dust of self-humiliation; then he 
will “set us up” with the assurance of his pardon and grace ; | 
he will help us to walk uprightly here, and at last, whether | 
we fall victims to injustice as Naboth or are translated as 
Elijah, we shall equally be exalted to the presence of Elijah’s 
God and the enjoyment of Elijah’s heaven. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Surely no more striking, central truth can be presented from 

this review than the one in the words of the golden text— 
GOD IS THE JUDGE. 

Write these words on the board. Then question upon the 
events of the quarter, leading the children to see for themselves 
how God did judge the nation and the individuals of whom we 
have studied. To recall the lessons in order and get the con- 


tunuous history, have the golden texts recited which may be 
suggested by questions, 





Who was to be king after the death of Solomon? Was | 
Solomon wise or foolish? What did he forsake? How did he | 
speak to the people? Would they have him for their king? | 
When the kingdom was divided, what bold man did the | 
people of Israel call to be their king? What did he make | 
Israel do? What word is forever fastened to his name? | 
What does God say about Jeroboam in our second golden text ? 
How did he sin? How did he make Israel to sin? 

How many wicked kings have we learned about, one after 
another, ruling over Israel? In whose ways did they all fol- 
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QUARTERLY REVIEW CHART. 


{From The Sunday School Times Scholars’ Quarterly.) 




















NO. TITLE, GOLDEN TEXT. | TOPIC. DUTY. 

ce 1. K. D. But he forsook— | First-fruits— Choose wise counsel. 

= 2. 8. J. And he shall give— Progress in Sin. Shun evil beginnings. 

OH 3. O. A. But evil men— Heaping up— Flee from wrath. 

- 9. S.N. Thou hast sold | The Curse— Beware of covetousness. 
> it If thou forsake him, he will cast thee off forever.” 
Wy 4. B. T. In famine he— | Messages— Heed God's word. 
> &§ 5. | KE. A. And Joshua said— | A Wicked King— Find peace in obedience. 
2 6. KE. P. B. How long halt ye— Baal's Prophets— | Be decided Christians. 
eS _ “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil.” 
er vy Toop aioe | The God that— God’s Prophet— Trust God fearlessly. 
jan 3 | 8. | ELH. Will he plead— The Doubter— | Trust God constantly. 
a 2 10. | ) a And Enoch walked— The Path of— Walk with God 

w | 8. E. They said, The spirit— | Power from— Work in God's might. 


“Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children.” 


Review Text: ‘ But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another.” 





REVIEW QUESTIONS. 
[From The Sunday School Times Scholars’ Quarterly. | 


Titles —What is the title of the first lesson? [K. D. on the 
chart stands for ‘‘ The Kingdom Divided.” The initial letters 


the second lesson? Of the third? Of the ninth? [Let the titles 
be thus called for, until there is thorough familiarity with 
them by the entire school.] 


Golden Texts —What is the golden text of the first lesson? 
Its title? The title of the second lesson? Its golden text? 
[The catchwords, “But he forsook,” etc., will serve to recall 
the golden texts. Go through the list until the titles and 
texts are familiarly associated. | 


Monthly Topics—Whose counsel did Rehoboam forsake? 
Who forsook the God of Israel for golden calves? What kings 
forsook God more completely, and did worse, than any who 
had gone before thein? Who so far forsook God as to sell 
himself to work evil? What do these four lessons tell us of 
the service of the true God? What says the monthly text of 
the result of forsaking God? What prophet feared God and 
was miraculously fed in time of famine? Who, because he 
feared God, dared to face an angry king? Who, because of 
his fear of the Lord, dared to contend with false prophets? 
What feeling f Elijah toward the God of Israel is shown by 
these lessons? What does the monthly text say is the fear of 


| under “ Title’’ will serve to recall each neh tt The title of 








| 





the Lord? Who offered a sacrifice that the Lord accepted by 
fire? To what doubter did God reveal himself with words of 
comfort? What prophet went to heaven in a whirlwind? Ot 
whose spirit did Elisha desire and receive a double portion? 
Whose commands did these prophets follow? What then do 
these last four lessons show of the true God? How, according 
to the monthly text, should we follow God? Whom does our 
Quarterly Review text declare to be the judge among men? 
What does he do? 

Practical Duties —What sort of counsel did Rehoboam re- 
ceive from the old men? What counsel should we always 
choose? What was the beginning of Jeroboam’s evil course ’ 
What part of a wicked way should we carefully shun? By 
their evil ways what were Omri and Ahab heaping up for 
Israel? From what should we flee? What sin of Ahab fed to 
the murder of Naboth? Of what should we beware? Whose 
message did even the ravens obey? To whose word should 
we give heed? Why was Ahab a cause of trouble to Israel ? 
How only can we find peace? What question did Elijah ask 
the peo fe of Israel in order to bring them to religious decis 
ion? What kind of Christians otent we to be? To whom 
did Elijah trust to vindicate his claims? How should we 
trust God? Who reassured the doubting prophet at Horeb ’ 
When should we trust God? What ancient saint walked with 
God? In what path did Elijah walk? In whose companion 
ship should we seek to walk? From what source did Elishs 
receive power? In whose might should we always work? 











low? How do evil men and seducers grow? Who was the 
most wicked of all the seven first kings? What did Ahab do? 
Who was his wife? What did Ahab build? Did not the 
Judge of all the earth look down upon great and fearful sins 
which his people were committing? What was the greatest 
sin? Did God punish the people in the time of Ahab? How? 
What is the golden text about famine? Who went before 
Ahab with a solemn message? What did Elijah say should 
not be for three years? Was it so? How was Elijah fed? 
Encourage the children to give the story of the ravens and the 
widow at Zarephath. Did Ahab see Elijah in those years? 
Did he try to find him? About the end of those years whom 
did Elijah meet? Did he show himself to the king? When 
Ahab saw Elijah, what question did he ask him? Who had 
troubled Israel? Which was Ahab anxious about, the trouble 
of the famine, which made his land poor and starved his horses, 
or the sin which brought the famine on the land? What was 
the golden text with a question in it which Joshua once 
asked? 

if the story of Achan is familar, let the children give it 
briefly. Did not God the judge know all Achan’s sin? What 


| sentence did he pronounce? Did the people of Israel make 


offerings to idols? What prophets did Ahab and Jezebel have 
to help in their worship? How many? Where did Elijah 
have all the people meet? What question did he ask about 
their opinions? How were they to decide? Let the children 
describe the scene, and tell which God answered by fire. How 
long did the prophets of Baal pray? How many of them? 
What did Elijah ask of God? When the fire came down, what 
did the people all say ? When Elijah sent Ahab to eat and drink, 
what did he himself go to do on the top of Mount Carmel? 
How many times did he send his servant to go and look, 
toward the sea? What came in answer to his prayer? Where 
did Elijah run in the storm? Whose hand was upon him? 
Who threatened to kill Elijah because he had slain all the 
Baal priests? Where did he go to escape from her? Hew was 


| he fed in the wilderness of Horeb? How did God speak to 
| him there? Was God in the earthquake, the whirlwind, or 


the fire? He sent. them all, but in what did he speak to 
Elijah’s heart? What did the “still small voice” say to him? 
Did Elijah think he was the only one left to serve God? Was 
he? Did Ahab learn or begin to serve God after the Baal 
priests were destroyed? What did he covet to have for a 
garden? How did he get it? Through whose voice in the 
stolen vineyard did the great Judge pronounce sentence on the 
house of Ahab and of Jezebel ? 

Whom had Elijah called to be a prophet in his own place? 
What places did Elijah and Elisha visit together on the last 


| day of Elijah’s life? Whom did they see at those places? How 


many watched them as they went away? What river did 
they cross? What was the last miracle of Elijah? What was 





the first miracle of Elisha? What did Elisha ask before the old 
prophet was taken from him? Did he receive it? What 
proved it? Where was Elijah taken? Had any other man 
ever been taken from earth without dying, as told in a golden 
text? How many miracles did Elisha work on the day when 
Elijah was taken to heaven? What were they? 

Who was the Judge of all which we have learned about in 
these three months? In whose sight did Elijah tell Ahab he 
had sold himself to do evil? Some of our goldgn texts tell us of 
what God will do. ‘ He shall give Israel up.” Why? Had 
ne not loved and led the people, and been patient with all their 
sins? Still they had forgotten and forsaken him. What will 
he do in famine for those who trust him? What did he do for 
Elijah, the widow, for the prophets Obadiah hid in caves, 
for Elijah at Horeb, for Elisha? What will he do for his 
children when tired and weak and discouraged as Elijah was 
in the wilderness? ‘“ He would put strength in him.” When 
all Elijah’s life-work was done, where did he take him? 

See how many more there are of God’s promises of mercy 
than of his threatenings, even in the story of men who “ waxed 
worse and worse.” He says in the words written with his 
own finger on stone, “I am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children wnto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me; and showing mercy unto 
thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments.” 

When Elijah was alone in the desert, how many faithful 
ones did he think were left to serve God? Was he mistaken ’ 
How many have we studied about who served God? How 
many who disobeyed him? With some help in suggestive 
questions, the children can name, as you put on the black- 
board, those who were the leading ones in wickedness and 
also those engaged in service for God; they will thus retain a 
more connected idea of the history. 

Who was the king who forsook good counsel? Rehoboam. 
Who made Israel to sin? Jeroboam. You cannot expect the 
little ones to remember the exact names and succession of the 
wicked rulers; but they doubtless remember them as “ evil 
men,” “ worse and worse.” They will remember, too, which 
one did more to provoke the Lord than any before him, and 
tell you to write Ahab and Jezebel ; and when you ask who 
prayed, and cut themselves with knives and lancets, they will 
answer, prophets of Baal. 

We have written now the evil men, and a woman who was 
a monster in wickedness ; but our dreadful list is not com 
plete without the mocking children. Did not God's judgment 


come swiftly on the children that day? When Elijah thought 
of all these evil men, kings, and false prophets, did he not feel 
that he alone was trying to serve God? There is another side 
to the sad picture. In the palace was a wicked queen hating 
and murdering God’s prophets ; there was also a poor widow 
who for three years shared her lonely home and her handful 
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of meal with Elijab. Qn the throne sats wicked king who 
hated God and his prophet, but he bad a faithful servant, 
Obadiah, who said to Elijah, “1 fear the Lord from my 
youth.” There were four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, 
and four hundred more whom Jezebel fed and cared for out of 
her royal stores ; but hidden in caves, and fed on bread and 
water, were one hundred prophets of God. There were idols 
set up and worshiped, and wickedness everywhere; but God 
was doing his own work in the schools of the prophets as well 
as in the work of Elijah and Elisha, There was the worship 
of Baal and four hundred and fifty prophets against the voice 
of Elijah alone that day on Carmel ; but God the judge poured 
out the blood of the false prophets that very day, while Elijah’s 
words yet live, and the story of his whole life proves that 
which the people shouted when the fire came down from 
heaven. 

If thought best, much of the above may be omitted and the 
ehildren led to bring out what we see of God, not only as a 
righteous judge, whose word is sure, who “ putteth down one 
and setteth up another,” but also as a loving, tender Father, 
caring for each one of his children every day. He knew of 
seven thousand hearts true to him, who had never bowed to 
Baal, of seven thousand in scattered homes among the moun- 
tains or on the edge of the wilderness,—humble homes where 
no idol had a place. Yes, he who is the judge sees and accepts 
lovingly, in the love of his own Son, the true service of the 
feéblest of his little ones, known to him, though all unknown 
to the world. 





BLACKBOARD. 


BY HENRY PLANT. 
Part 1. Judah. B. C. 975. Israel. 
<= a a oats 2 a om — 
REHOBOAM. JEROBOAM. 
0 


A 





B. C. 721, Assyrian Captivity. 





B. ©. 586, Bab. Cap. 70 yrs. 


Scepter— 








_ “Until Shiloh Come.” 


Part 2 Israel's sin—Idolatry. 
- —— - — 





JEROBOAM. 


OMRIL. 


AHAB. ELIJAH SENT——— 


810m pue o810M », 


queens 





Golden Text. “ 





BUT GOD IS THE JUDGE 


HE PUTTETH DOWN 
ONE, 


AND SETTETH UP 
ANOTHER. 





L 





Nots .—Observe the proportions between the dates given | 


in Part 1. The dots stand each for a king. 
until Shiloh come, see Gen. 49: 10. 


On scepter and 


BY J. ©. STOCK. 
Establishment of two kingdoms. a, 
Life of Jeroboam. Il. 
Adolatry of Omri and Ahab. III. 
Judgment on Ahab's reign. IV. 
Ahab and Elijah. 4s 


Mfalting between two opinions. VI. 


*Sacrifice by Elijah. VII 

Fleeing Elijah cared for. VIII. 

Ahab and Naboth. IX. 

[srael's Prophet translated. X. 

The spirit on Elisha. XI. 

Historical review. XII 
BY J. W. COOK. 


THR SUBJECT. 
1. Counsel rejected. Rashness and folly work evil. 
2. HMeart rebellions. Selfishness and deceit tend to idolatry. 
. Omri and Ahab. The degrading nature of sin. 


THE LESSONS. 


ee 


4. @bedient Prophet. The prayerful always in God's care. 
5. Sin-troubled King. With sin, trouble; with Jesus, peace. 
6. Elijah’s challenge. ‘“ Where is now their God?” 
7. Jehovah; God. “I know whom I have believed.” 
8. Everlasting consolation. ‘‘ Fear thou not; I am with thee.’ 
9. Seized vineyard. “ He deviseth mischief on his bed.” 

10. Uplifted Elijah. “ He was not, for God took him.” 

11. Spirit on Elisha. “Not by might, ... but by my Spirit.” 


The wages of sin, as illustrated in these lessons, 1s death. 
The reward of trustful obedience is eternal life. 


In “choosing Jesus," we are wise, “Coos Jesus" to-day. 





WORTH REPEATING. 


—$—<» 
NATURE. 
[Longfellow, in The Atlantic for March.) 


As a fond mother, when the day is o'er, 
Leads by the hand her little child to bed, 
Half willing, half reluctant to be led, 
And leave his broken playthings on the floor, 
Still gazing at them through the open door, 
Nor wholly reassured and comforted 
By promises of others in their stead, 
Which, though more splendid, may not please him more; 
So Nature deals with us, and takes away 
Our playthings one by one, and by the hand 
Leads us to rest so gently, that we go 
Scarce knowing if we wish to go or stay, 
Being too full of sleep to understand 
How far the unknown transcends the what we know 





POWER OF DISCRIMINATION. 


[Alexander Bain, in Popular Science Monthly.) 


Mind starts from discrimination. The consciousness of 
difference is the beginning of every intellectual exercise. 
To encounter a new impression is to be aware of change; 
if the heat of a room increases ten degrees, we are awakened 
to the circumstance by a change of feeling; if we have no 
change of feeling, no altered consciousness, the outward fact 
is lost upon us; we take no notice of it, we are said not to 
know it, 


Our intelligence is, therefore, absolutely limited by our 
power of discrimination. ‘The other functions of intellect, 
the retentive power, for example, are not called into play, 
until we have first discriminated a number of things. If 
we did not originally feel the difference between li hit and 
dark, black and white, red and yellow, there alk be no 
visible scenes for us to remember, with the amplest endow- 
ment of retentiveness, the outer world could not enter into 
our recollection; the blank of sensation is a blank of 
memory. 


Yet further. The minuteness or delicacy of the feeling of 
difference is the measure of the variety and multitude of our 
primary impressions, and therefore of a recollec- 
tions. He that hears only twelve discriminated notes on 
the musical scale has his remembrances of sounds bounded by 
these: he that feels a hundred sensible differences has his 
ideas or recollections of sounds multiplied in the same pro- 
portion. The retentive power works up to the height of the 
discriminative power; it can dono more. Things are not 
remembered if they have not first been discriminated. 

We have by nature a certain power of discrimination in 
each department of our sensibility. We can from the outset 
discriminate, more or less delicately, sights, sounds, smells, 
tastes; and, in each sense, some persons much more than 
others. This is the deepest foundation of disparity of in- 
tellectual character, as well as of variety in likings and pur- 
suits. If, from the beginning one man can interpolate five 
shades of discrimination of color where another can feel but 
one transition, the careers of the two men are foreshadowed, 
and will be widely apart. 


To observe this native inequality is important in predes- 
tining the child to this or that line of special training. For 
the actual work of teaching, it is of more consequence to 
note the ways and means of quickening and increasing the 
discriminating aptitude. Bearing in mind the fact that 
until a difference is felt between two things intelligence has 


| not yet made the first step, the teacher is bound to consider 


| 
| 


the circumstances or conditions favorable and unfavorable 
to the exercise. 


It is not peculiar to discrimination, but is common to 
every mental function, to lay down, as a first condition, 
mental vigor, freshness, and wakefulness. In a low state of 
the mental forces, in languor, or drowsiness, differences can- 
not be felt. That the mind should be alive, awake, in full 
force and exercise, is necessary for every kind of mental 


| work. The teacher needs to quicken the mental alertness by 





| 


, | in his 
| sion o 


| 








artificial means when there isa dormancy of mere indolence. 
He has to waken the pupil from the state significantly 
named indifference, the state where differing impressions 
fail to be recognized as distinct. 





VISITING THE SCHOLARS. 


(The Rev. J. T. Lang in The Church Sunday School Magazine.) 
Any Sunday-school teacher who has once fairly tried 


to teach a regular class of children will feel that, in order 
to make the Sunday lesson a real help to them in their 


‘home, or school, or working life, he ought to know some- 


thing of them as they are in the week. And yet I believe 
that in very many cases but little use is made of this most 
valuable aid to teaching. I am anxious to try in this 
paper to throw out some suggestions, gathered from success 
or failure in my own case, or from valuable hints given by 


others, especially for younett or less experienced teachers, | 
’ 


which may help to make the home visiting and other inter- 
course in the week easier and more successful. . . . 

1. First, then, with regard to our intercourse (out of 
school) with the children. There should be a real sym- 
pathy with them in the cares and pleasures of their daily 
ife. Your scholar is, perhaps, a big lad out at work. You 
will let him and his parents see that you take an interest 
Pe ge You will do what you can, when occa- 
ers, to help him on. You will let his employer 
know that you feel an interest in him. You will go and 
see him at his work, or find him in his leisure hours, and 
have a word with him. One time it will be about the 
work itseli; how can he bring school teaching to bear on 
that? Another time about his companions; can he not get 
some other lad to come with him to school? What can he 


do to influence So-and-So to give up his bad habits? 











Another time about his home; how can he help his parents 
to make things happier with his apr ag rothers and 
sisters there? Another time it will be about his own diffi- 
culties ; about his temptations, and so on. 

Perhaps he is a boy who is inclined to be very trouble- 
some at school. In that case you will, if possible, choose 
some week after a Sunday when he has been rather better 
than usual; and you will show him that you were pleased; 
that it was far pleasanter for himself. Or you will try to 
find some special ee for letting him know that 
you are his triend. It may not be always easy to get this 
opportunity, but it will come sooner or later. Some diffi- 
culty or disappointment which he has met with, some loss 
or illness, perhaps, will just give you what you have been 
waiting for. 

Or it is a youngerchild. You will sometimes try to see 
him when he is at home with his parents. You will talk 
to him there about his home life, his day school, his com- 
panions. You will be able to get him to recall some of the 
teaching giten on Sunday. Fos will, in his mother's 
presence, urge on him to let her see by his conduct that he 
gets some real good from the Sunday-school. Or some- 
times you will try to find an opportunity of seeing him by 
himself; and then he will probably be ready to speak to 
you more freely about his own particular interests, his 
thoughts, his likes and dislikes, his difficulties in doing 
right, and so on. You will speak to him about his prayers, 
about reading the Bible; and you will be able in such a 
talk to bring home the school teaching, and help him to 
realize what his Saviour has done for him, and the happi- 
ness of doing all he can to please him in return. You 
may without difficulty find such opportunities. Sometimes 
it will be by getting him to stay a few minutes after school. 
Perhaps he might walk part of the way home with you. 
Sometimes you will ask him to come to speak to aps at 
your own house; you have a book to lend him which you 
think he will like; and this will give a specially useful 
handle for your advice and help. . . . 


2. But, perhaps, it is through our intercourse with the 
parents that we may best bring influence to bear on our 
scholars. And here let me at once say that we shouldcon- 
stantly endeavor to get the parents to realize that it is ¢hewr 
children we are helping them to train, and in doing so we 
are in no sense relieving them of the responsibilities which 
God has laid on them. When you have in any way done 
this for fathers and mothers, with regard to the children, 
you will have done a great deal towards helping them in 
their own Christian lives... . 


Of course it is only too true that, though it is their 
proper work to give this training, in very many cases, 
either from ignorance or from the carelessness of their own 
lives, they are quite incompetent to perform it. And yet 
we may earnestly hope that if we can, directly or indirectly, 
bring this duty before them, new thoughts may come into 
the parents’ hearts; they may in time fee. and acknowledge 
their responsibility; they may realize their own need of in- 
struction and help; and there may come, by God’s mercy, 
an entire change in their lives. 


It will be then with the hope that we may establish this 
friendly intercourse with the parents, and be of use to them 
in the more faithful discharge of their duties, that we shall 
go to see them in their homes. To this end it will often be 
useful to have a professed object for our visit. A younger 
teacher especially will feel the need of this. He 1s apt to 
suppose that it 1s absolutely of no use to go to the home; 
he can do nothing by it. ButI feel sure that a good 
“reason” will often supply an opportunity of being really 
useful. 

Of course a teacher may at times meet with a cold or 
even uncourteous reception. But this should not deter him. 
It should rather urge him to cultivate tact in his manner 
and method; to consider individual prejudices, or house- 
hold arrangements, which it would not be wise to intrude 
upon; and, above all, to exercise a Christian patience, 
which will in due time secure for him a welcome. 

One of the best opportunities for paying a visit will be 
found when a teacher is commencing with a new class, or 
when a fresh scholar has joined his class. Then, at any 
rate, it will be at once natural and right that he should go 
and see the parents, and let them feel that he wishes to bea 
real friend to their child. He may ask them to help him to 
make his teaching more useful. He will be glad to learn 
from them something about his scholar’s disposition, his 
tastes, his conduct at home. It is very important that the 
parents should know from the first what the teacher wishes 
to do for their children; and afterwards from time to time 
he will find a good “reason” for repeating his visit. . . . 


Then, again, the lessons to be learned for school may sug- 
gest the object of another visit. How many parents ‘ae 
a real interest in these? I know some, I am thankful to 
say; and it is generally in the best homes that parents see 
that the lessons are learned. Might we not try to get the 
parents of each child in the class to feel responsible for this? 
Can we not ask them to try to explain the lesson to their 
children, and see that quite early in the week the first be- 
ginning is made of learning the Sunday'sScripture or hymn 
or collect? I know a home where the children, before they 
are able to read very well, are “allowed” to read over the 
lessons on the first two or three days of the week, and thus 
by Thursday or Friday the task of committing them to 
memory becomes comparatively easy. 

Again, we may make a point of going sometimes to speak 
about the general instruction received in school. Can you 
not get the parents every week to ask some such question 
as this: ‘Well, what has teacher told you to-day?” It 
might be very imperfectly answered at first, but it will soon 


| result in much more attention on the part of the scholar. 


The teacher will find himself giving more and more in- 
teresting and useful lessons; and he will not unfrequently 
have an cpoertenity of rehearsing at home the very teach- 
ing, -s .. orm adapted for the parents, which he has given 
at school. 


Again, a specially good report of a boy in school wil! be 
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warmly welcomed, and go far towards awakening friendly 
sympathy in the parents’ hearts... . ; 

And sometimes we may well go if it be only to talk with 
the parents about the character and difficulties of the chil- 
dren. You will hear of the faults and the excellencies of 
your scholars. “He is so kind to his brothers and sisters” ; 
“so ready always to get his lesson.” What an opportunity 
of sympathizing at the time, and, when you are in school 
again, of appealing (though he does not know it) to those 
good qualities of which you have heard at home! Or, per- 
haps, “He is so disobedient; I can’t make him do what I 
tell him. I have to tell him that father shall know when 
he comes home, and he will get the strap.” You see that 
there is clearly something wrong in this treatment. “ Yes,” 
you say, “I can quite believe he is very troublesom>; but 
then I'am sure there are some good points in his character. 
Does he not sometimes show that he cares to please you ? 
that he is sorry to vex you? And does he not like to do 
little kindnesses to his sisters? Could you not let him 
know how glad you are to see him good? And, instead of 
always threatening him with his father’s return, as a pun- 
ishment, could you not sometimes put it just the other 
way? ‘You have been such a good boy to-day. Father 
will be pleased when he comes home.”” ... | 

This work of visiting, while it must necessarily have its 
difficulties and disappointments, will be full of happiness 
here and of bright results hereafter, if only, by God’s mercy, 
we can say with St. Paul, “ The love of Christ constraineth 
us.” 





SCHOOLS IN EGYPT. 
[From The Saturday Review.] 


cama | school in Cairo is well worth having a peep 
ou open a door in the street, and find a room about 
ten feet square. It is below the level of the road, and lofty 
for its size. A grated window, high up, gives a dim light ; 
but a flood of sunshine comes in at the open door, and 
strikes full on the bright crimson robe of the fakeeh as he 
sits on his cushion in the corner. At one end stands the 
only piece of furniture in the room. It looks like a large 
harmonium done up in brown holland ; but turns out to be 
a box containing the bones of a saint. In front of this curi- 
ous piece of school furniture squat four-and-twenty little 
black and brown boys. One or two are disguised as girls 
to protect them from the evil eye. All have dirty faces, and 
several are suffering fromophthalmia. They sit in two rows, 
facing each other, and simultaneously rock their bodies vio- 
lently backwards and forwards as they recite the alphabet, 
or that verse of the Koran which forms their day’s task. 


The children shout at the top of their little cracked voices 
in a nasal tone far from musical. The noise they contrive 
to make is astounding, considering how small they are. If 
tuey cease their rocking and shrieking, even for a moment, 
‘he master brings down his long palm cane upon their 
shaven skulls, and they recommence with renewed energy, 
and an even more violent see-saw. The sentence repeated 
does not convey the slightest meaning to their minds, nor 
isany attempt made to explain it. Two or three older 
children are sitting beside the fakeeh, fotting lessons in the 
formation of the Arabic characters. Their — is a 

iece of bright tin, and they use a reed pen called a kalam. 
Nhe ink bottle is a box containing a sponge saturated with 
some brown fluid. A long row of tiny slippers, of every 
form and color, lies neatly arranged at the door; for the 
place where the bones of a saint are enshrined is holy 
ground, and no one may soil the clean matting of the floor 
with outside defilement. 


No register is kept of the pupils, or of their days of attend- 
ance. Indeed, although the fakeeA can repeat the whole 
of the Koran off book, it is highly probable he would find 
some difficulty in counting up to the number of his scholars. 
His acquirements begin and end with a textual knowledge 
of the sacred book, and unfortunately the wishes of his 
pupils’ parents, with regard to the education of their chil- 
dren, are bounded by the same narrow limits. 


If an Arab primary school in a large town like Cairo only 
gives such rudimentary instruction, the state of schools 
situated in far-away country villages may easily be 
imagined. A visit to most of them is by no means a pleas- 
ant experience, for the fuel used by the fellaheens makes 
any approach to their habitations most unpleasant. If, 
however, one can altogether suppress the sense of smell, a 

ood deal of amusement is to be had in penetrqting into the 
Salat of these poor, oppressed, hardworking natives. . . 


But to inspect a little Arab school in a poor district is 
really sad. ™ the first place, all the villages are depiora- 
bly wretched, and the women look dirty a degraded. As 
soon as a stranger is seen coming, all the inhabitants turn 
out en masse to follow him about. They kick up clouds of 
dust, bring thousands of flies, and altogether make them- 
selves highly unpleasant. The visitor is jostled along 
through several mud lanes with holes on either side, 
covered by doors which seem to have been made by a pra- 
historic carpenter with neolithic implements. The nearly 
stifled sight-seer at last arrives at the village academy. It 
is perhaps a mud-hole without a door, and in it he finds 
three or four bright-eyed boys, a turkey-cock, and a few 
pigeons. The show pupil begins to read at the top of his 
voice the one piece of his lesson-book which he has managed 
to acquire. The other pupils listen admiringly. He rocks 
backwards and creat, as is the custom of the country ; 


One 


into. 


but when he becomes fully conscious how large and distin- | 


guished is his audience, the rapidity of his pendulum motion 
becomes alarming. It appears only a question of time how 
long it can continue before he breaks intwo. There is, how- 
ever, no appearance of any director to his studies, but a 
Liind man sitting on a stone in the street turns out to be 
the village schoolmaster. The fakeeh’s face beams with a 
proper pride in his establishment. He evidently finds noth- 
ing surprising in strangers from a far country coming to call 
on him. They have, no doubt, heard of his learning. He 
only regrets that several of his pupils are playing truant 





because of the great feast which is to be held the ensuing 
week. These schoolmasters are miserably paid, mostly in 
kind, for piastres are scarce ; but they exercise considerable 
influence, and no marriage or family féte is complete with- 
out their presence. 

In better-class Arab schools a little arithmetic is some- 
times taught, but not always. Boys who wish to pursue 
that branch of their education generally learn from the pub- 
lic gabdni, a man whose business it is to weigh merchandise. 
A child whose father keeps a shop is taught by assisting in 
it. Geography is also neglected, which is fortunate, as 
nothing can be more ludicrous than the lessons when they 
are attempted. The teaching is of course entirely based 
upon the Koran, which upholds Mr. Hampden’s views with 
“ere to the shape of the earth. The children learn that it | 
takes five hundred years of traveling to get round the 
mighty plain, whilst perhaps a few yards from the school door 
hangs one of Mr. Cook’s placards offering to do the whole 
business in ninety days. It must be a little hard to explain 
all about the seven earths and the seven heavens, and the 
seven climates and the seven seas of light, with their cur- 
tains; so it may be just as well to leave it alone. The one 
important fact which the children retain is that Mecca is 
the centre of the earth. 

But these schools are all now under Government inspection, 
and it is impossible to say what reforms may not be accom- 
plished during the next few years. One of the first steps 
ought to be to arrange the pupils in classes. At present 
yer boy comes to the master with his lesson, says it, and 
returns to his seat. He is succeeded by another, and so on 
during the whole day. This would be impossible if more 
than reading and writing were taught. The apparent want 
of discipline in all Egyptian schools partly arises from this 
custom. It is not anarchy that reigns, but simple confu- 
sion. The children, who are brought up to respect and obey 
their parents, are really entirely under the control of the 
schoolmaster, and obey the slightest command without hesi- 
tation. It is the loud continuous hum of voices and the 
constant going to and fro of the pupils which make the 
schools appear such a bear-garden. 





AMUSEMENTS. 
[The Rey. Alexander McKenzie in The Christian Banner.) 


What kind of recreation or amusement can be had in 
the home? I do not intend to make a catalogue of the 
things which can be done. The list would be over lon 
for this place. A moderate degree of ingenuity and g 
sense can make the plan in each house. A few general 
lines of recreation can be indicated here. 


1. There is true recreation in the intercourse of the 
members of the household. Each has his distinct life, a 
considerable part of which may be spent away from the 
home, in business or at school. There is refreshment in 
the coming home, meeting familiar* faces, finding the pres- 
ence of loving hearts, and feeling that one is of value 
though he may have seemed of small account abroad; and 
in the interchange of the experiences of the day, where 
every pleasure and every pain finds a ready sympathy. 
This belongs to the true idea of the home, and in it will be 
the putting off of care, the regaining of strength, the 

uickening of ambition, the enlarging of hope. e man, 
the boy, touches his native earth and gains fresh life. 

2. In addition to this natural recreation, we may have 
that which comes from books. The making of entertain- 
ing and profitable books has almost no end. The various 
ages, abilities, and tastes of the household can be consulted. 
. . . It is a simple matter to select suitable books, and for 
one person to read to the others; and there is here an 
exhaustless fund of recreation. 

3. To this may be joined music. So much attention is 
now given to music in special schools, and in our public 
schools and churches, and in the family, that the benefit of 
it should be secured for the home, where modest talent can 
delight appreciative ears, and the gentle influence of sweet 
sounds will give rest and joy. 

4. In many homes, an increasing number, drawing and 

— can be made a source of pleasant recreation. 
hese branches of art are taught in quite a practical way 
in the schools, and can be taken into the family. 

5. There are certain branches of natural science, requir- 
ing little apparatus and no extraordinary skill, which can 
be pursued at home. 

6. There are games and plays of different kinds, simple 
in their character, which give a pleasant variety to the 
evening. 

Without prolonging this list, let me present some of the 
advantages of home recreation: 

1. It is at hand. When those who have been absent 
through the day come home, when the work is over and 
the worker is tired of it, there are change and rest in wait- 
ing for him. He has not to go out after them. 

. It is regular, and not occasional. Public amusement 
can only be sought now and then. This is for every day. 
Inasmuch as the need comes with every day, this is fer: + 
an advantage. 

3. It is for the whole household. . . . It is very desir- 
able that parents take a part in the recreation of their 
children. The youn children can enjoy it. Their hour 
may come earlier; they may need methods adapted to 
their position. All which they need is readily found. The 
implements for amusing children are abundant and cheap, 
... The young men and young women can have their 
need of recreation largely met at home. The suggestions 
already made apply especially to them. It should be re- 
freshing to them to renew the youth of the father and 
mother, and brighten their davs with the brightest of 
joys,—the happy ministering of their own children, and the 
content of their sons and daughters in the society of their 
parents. They may gain recreation, also, in amusing their 

ounger brothers and sisters. The little ones, often at a 
oss for something to do, will bless the affection which 





WORK AND WORKERS. 


{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received.) 
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NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M.C. A.Hall. Led by the Rev. Principal 
Cavan, of Knox College. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Normal class every Thursday in the 
Y. M,C. A. Hall, Conducted, Part 1, by the Rev. E. M. Saunders; 
Part 2, by the Rev, Dr. R. F, Burns. 


Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Brom- 
field Street every Saturday at 3 p.m. Led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons. 

Hartford, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 3 
Pp. m., at Lecture-room of Center Church. 

New Haven, Conn., meeting of the Sunday School Union on the second 
Monday evening of each month. Normal class on all other Monday 
evenings ; all at Center Church Chapel. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Stady, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4p. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class at the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4 Pp. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-room. Normal class every 
Thursday at 4.45 p. m., in the chapel of the Fourth Avenue Presbyte- 
rian Church; Conductor, Ralph Wells. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, the second Monday evening of 
each month, at Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening at the Y. M. C. A. Hall, No. 1210 Chestnut Street; also, at 
noon every Saturday, at the Tenth Presbyterian Church, corner of 
Twelfth and Walnut Streets. 

Harrisburg, Penn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening at the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 

Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 
12 to 12.45 p. w., atthe Y. M. C. A. Hall. Conducted by the Rev. 
Francis A. Horton. 

Cincinnati, 0., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3p.m., inthe Y. M.C, A. Hall. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 Pp. m., at 
the Sunday School Union rooms, No. 53 West Lexington Street. 

Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 
day, at 6 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 p.., at the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 


Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting fer Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
C. P. Jacoks. 


St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, at 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street. Led, during the first quar- 
ter, by the Rev. Dr. James H. Brookes. Also, Teachers’ Normal 
class and Lesson Study every Thursday in the First Presbyterian 
Church, corner Fourteenth Street and Lucas Place, at 8 p.m. Teach- 
ers’ Association (Union) meets for Institute work the first Tuesday 
evening of each month, in Pilgrim Congregational Church. 

Alton, Ill., Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, at the First Baptist Church. 


Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. Also Normal class every Saturday from 11 to 12 a.m; 
and Eclectic class every Monday from 3to4 p.m.; both in the Y, M. 
C. A, parlor, and both conducted by B. F. Jacobs. 

Burlington, Iowa, Sunday School Normal class (Union), the first and 
third Wednesday evenings of each month. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first Wednesday even- 
ing of each month, in different cliurches. 

Denver, Col., Sunday School Union meets the second Tuesday evening 
of each month. 





CHINESE MISSION ANNIVERSARY. 


BY MRS. SARAH B. COOPER. 


Almost a quarter of acentury of labor among the Chinese 
on our shores! What has been achieved by this labor? 
Come with me to the First Presbyterian Church, Stockton 
Street, near Clay, and you shall witness the anniversary exer- 
cises of the Mission, at the close of this, its twenty-fourth 
year of service! 

It is early in the evening,—not yet seven o’clock,—but 
already the capacious audience-room is two-thirds filled 
with Chinese. Take a good look at them! They are ar- 





interests itself in them and their pleasures. 


rayed in their “ very best;” they have, evidently, invoked 
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the best service from barber, tailor, and shoemaker, and are 
gotten up regardless of expense. Their usual somber and 
funereal faces are kindled into a perceptible glow; some of 
them are radiant—intense with thought and emotion. Just | 
across the aisle you shall see the occupants of the first two | 
seats all a quiver with excitement. They are to appear 
first on the programme, and are evidently rehearsing their 
several parts pantomimically, in grave anticipation of the 
ordeal just before them, And here comes a brave reinforce- 
ment of Chinese women! They are the inmates of the 
“ Home”—a part belong to the Methodist and a part to 
the Presbyterian “Home.” Even the gravest counte- 
nances of these women relax from their conventional severity, 
and they respond to the salutations of friends with unwonted 
urbanity. The church is now filled to its utmost capacity. 
Friends of the Mission are out in full force; visitors from 
the East are sprinkled generously through the audience, 
and are plainly apparent from the intense interest they 
manifest in the novel scene. 


The Rev. Dr. Loomis, with long years of arduous service 
behind him, and a sea of eager, upturned Mongolian faces 
before him, rose promptly at seven o'clock and announced 
the opening song of the programme, “ We Praise Thee, O 
God.” The Chinese sang it with spirit and fervor, one of 
their number accompanying them on the melodeon. Then 
followed speaking and recitation. Fong On and Ng Ying 
repeated each a psalm with commendable exactitude and 
evident appreciation. Chin Luk, possessed of unusual mar- 
tial spirit and vim, found adequate expression in his subject 
“The War Horse.” The singing of “Sweeping through the 
Gates,” in Chinese, was well received, as was also, “I Love 
to Tell the Story,” a solo and chorus well rendered. Fong 
Get recited the Twenty-third Psalm; Lin Ong, “ Your 
Mission ;” and both elicited warm applause. Sui Wai gave 
an original oration in true Chinese style, titled “ The 
Grumbler.” 

In a dialogue, “‘ Why Go to School?” Jav Lin convinced 
Le Bo that the very best use to which he could devote his 
evenings was in going to the Mission School ; the strength 
and fervor of argument used, would have done credit to the 
Electoral Commission. Tong Sun was the “Sailor on Horse- 
back,” and the audience cheered him lustily when he “made 
shore.” Jim Moon was unquestionably a candidate for matri- 
monial honors, as his “Song of Marriage” plainly showed 
that he deemed it were all one that he should “love a bright 
particular star, and think to wedit.” We think Dr. Loomis 
showed both wit and wisdom in thus linking the sailor and 
the lover in such suggestive contact, as it only served to 
verify the poet's assertion : 


The treasures of the deep are not so precious, 
As are the conceal'd comforts of a man 
Lock'd up in woman's love. 

En passant, we have had a wedding at the “ Home” 
since that evening, one of our best Chinese girls having been 
married to a Christian Chinaman. How much Jim Moon’s 
oration had to do in promoting this union, we may never 
know ! 

A quartette: “To Jesus I will Go,” by Lau Ho, Fong 
Young, Law Art Fawn, and Lee Shuck, was one of the most 
popular songs on the programme, although “ Glory to God,” 
by the same performers, was loudly applauded. Fung 
Ching gave us an “ Autobiography ;” and the little fellow, 
for he was the youngest participant on the programme, will 
be watched by many friends with expectant interest. He 
is bright, promising, and unusually intelligent. We 
thought, as we listened to the autobiographical essay, so 
well delivered, that a Yung Wing or a Lui Sun might be 
enfolded in this nervous embodiment of intellectual and 
spiritual forces, The dialogue on “Confucius and the 
Bible,” between Tam Moon, Chau Tsz Wing, and Lau Ho, 
was well written and clearly enunciated. The speakers 
were among the more mature pupils of the Mission, and the 
arguments were well put. One of the disputants was 
remarkable for his size. It is uncommon tosee a Chinaman 
of great height; but one of the speakers must have been 
over six feet tall. He was of commendable intellectual 
stature as well. De-a-Chin sang the only solo of the even- 





ing, “ Wait for the Turn of the Tide.” He had a very sweet 


with marvelous fidelity the sentiment of the song. 
carried off the musical honors of the evening. 

The examinations in grammar, geography, arithmetic, 
spelling, and civil government, were exceedingly interest- 
ing. They evinced not only careful and accurate training 
on the part of the teachers, but also great fidelity and appli- 
cation on the part of the scholars. Scarcely a question was 
missed during the entire examination; and yet it was evi- 
dent that the questions were asked at random, without any 
regard to special preparation. Patient industry and untir- 
img application are pre-eminent characteristics of this great 
nation. We have only space to refer to three other features 
of this interesting programme. Fong Noy, an old pupil of 
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| Trade, and by the blessing of God my heart has been changed. 


tne Mission, gave a very fine essay on “ Civil Government.” 
And just here we would observe, it was a suggestive feature 
of the examination that so large a proportion of the maturer 
pupils evinced such a fondness for and familiarity with the 
science of civil government. We are informed that they 
are very desirous of acquainting themselves with all the 
details of governmental science. It would be well if our 
own schools taught this important branch more fully and 
accurately. It would foster patriotic impulse and promote 
the public weal. The deductions of Hong Noy, in regard to 
the genius of our government, were logical and suggestive, 
none more so than where he said: ‘“ I conceive it to be one 
of the grandest features of civil government, that it con- 
cedes to every human being the inalienable right to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” There was a keen 
sort of sarcasm in this, in view of many sad contradictions 
which have occurred in the history of the Chinese amongst 
us. The address of De-a-Chin to the audience and that of 
Lee Shuck to the school were warmly received, and showed 
careful preparation. 

Dr. Loomis read the annual report of the Mission, which 
I will briefly epitomize. Average attendance for the year, 
ninety-six ; for five months, one hundred and eleven. Dur- 
ing the political excitement against the Chinese the atten- 
dance fell off considerably, the scholars fearing to venture 
out in the evening. Many of them, having to come a long 
distance, were exposed to the rude assaults of boys and men. 
Besides the missionary, three teachers have been steadily 
employed, and four a part of the time. The tuition is 
gratuitous. The school is held only in the evening; the 
pupils are all busily employed during the day, many of 
them being men in business for themselves. They are of 
various ages, from seven to thirty, with a large number of 
lads under fifteen. All evince an eagerness for learning 
which is especially commented upon by strangers. Seven 
of the pupils have made public profession of faith in Christ, 
and several others are now candidates for baptism. One of 
the scholars was removed by death in the early part of the 
summer ; though not a member of the church, he gave cheer- 
ing evidence of being prepared to die. In closing his 
report Dr. Loomis said: “ For all the prosperity of the year; 
for tokens of the Holy Spirit’s presence ; for the health and 
comfort we have enjoyed; for praying friends; and for the 
teachers sent to aid us in the evening and in the Sabbath 
schools,—for all, we desire to render praise to the God of all 
grace, whose presence and blessing have been with the Mis- 
sion from its beginning until now.” 

In passing out of the church, at the close of the entertain- 
ment, a gentleman from Boston, now sojourning in the city, 
said to me, “I would uot have missed this for ten dollars ; 
I only wish all Christian people at the East could have been 
here to-night ; they would see what God is doing for China 
through those who have been brought to our shores,” 
Verily, the sequel is with Him. It will be well. 


San Francisco, Cal. 





THE BOSTON MEETINGS. 


Favorable reports still come concerning the work of 
Messrs. Moody and Sankey at the Boston Tabernacle. In 
addition to the citizens who attend in throngs, the railroad 
arrangements are now adapted to the hours of the meeting, 
and large numbers from the surrounding region are present 
at all sessions. The general management of the work is 
spoken of with high commendation. The methods vary 
somewhat from those employed elsewhere, but this is 
merely to adjust the work to its present surroundings. 
The Boston papers continue to give very full reports of the 
revival services. The extracts given below are selected 
from the Boston Journal. 

Showing the need of a new heart, Mr. Moody, a few days 
ago, made use of this pertinent illustration. He said: 

A man buys a farm, and there is a well on the farm, and he has 
an old pump to the well, and one of the neighbors tells him that he 
hadn’t better use that water, for the man who lived there before 
was poisoned. He says: “I will see about that,” and takes and 
paints the old pump, and says, “ Now that water is all right.” He 
goes to pumping and drinks the water, and of course he is poisoned, 


That is what men are trying to do,—to paint up the old pump, when 
; : ; cee 
and melodious voice, and was a natural singer, interpreting 


their heart is sending forth this poisonous water. 


Work for the intemperate is still pressed with vigor. A 
Monday-night meeting has been held on behalf of this work, 
in addition to the ordinary Friday efforts. Mr. C. W. 
Sawyer, who conducted this meeting, gave testimony as 
follows : 

God's Spirit has entered into the higher circles in Chicago, and 
they have thirty-one men from the Board of Trade, men of influ- 
ence, men of character, with the exception that they had been 
drinking men, but they have been led to see the error of their 
ways by the gospel meetings. One man bore testimony the day 
before I came away. He said, “I am a member of the Board of 
I 
feel that I am a saved man, I have been a power for evil for a great 
mapy years. J have been on these high-priced sprees, I know what it 
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is to spend $5000 or $10,000, or even more, upon one of them, and I 
have always been permitted to have the luxuries of this life, not- 
withstanding my intemperate habits; but still I was a terrible leper, 
I was a lost man. I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, be- 
cause it is the word of God unto salvation.” 

In one of the praise-meetings Mr. Moody set forth 
reasons for special thanksgiving, and in doing so said: 

I don’t see why this revival should not spread all over New 
England. I have got a letter from Portland, Maine, stating that 
The City Hall is 
filled every night, and overflow meetings are held. 


there never was such a work in the town before 
Twenty-five 
hundred people who were not Christians came together last Sunday 
evening who wanted to hear the gospel preached! I think the 
work in Portland one of the most remarkable things which has taken 
place in our day. It seems as if the Spirit of God has broken out 
in that town, and is breaking out all over New England. Let us 
praise God to-day. He does answer prayer, and while these infidels 
and skeptics are scoffing. God is answering prayer. He answers 
prayer to-day as much as he did in the days of Elijah and Moses. 

In a sermon on heaven, Mr. Moody was showing the 
blessed advantage of having one’s name written in the 
Lamb's book of life. In setting forth this point, he said : 

I had a friend coming back from Europe, and she came down 
from London to Liverpool in the train with other Americans to 
take the boat for America, and they were all discussing what hotel 
they should stop at in Liverpool, and they decided upon the North- 
western Hotel. Upon arriving there, they were going to enter their 
names on the book, but the clerk said, “ You cannot book here, for 
we have been full for days.” They all got their luggage, and were 
going to start off for another hotel, and one of them said to this 
friend of mine, ‘Aren't you going with us?’ “No, I am going to 
stay here; I have gota room.” ‘“ How did you get it?” “I tele- 
graphed ahead a number of days ago.” Ah, she secured a room; 
and that is what Christians are doing, they are being booked ahead. 

Upon one’s heart being where his treasure is, the follow- 
ing extract will be found very apt: 

Now it does not take long to tell where a man’s treasure is. You 
can soon find that out, in talking with a man or woman. Talk 
business with a man who makes a god of business and see how 
his eye lights up. Let gold drop down on State Street three 
or four cents, and see what excitement there will be on 'Change. 
Let grain go up, or let there be a revival of business in Bos- 
ton, and see what excitement there will be. Then there are a great 
many people who do not care much about business, but that make a 
god of play. Others live for fashion. We hear ladies on the 
street talking about dress and fashion, and their faces light up as 
they talk. Their treasures are all down here. Take that politician 
and tell him there is a chance for the Democratic nominee to get 
into the Presidential chair, and see how excited he will become. 
Talk to a Republican about the chance of the Republican nominee 
getting into the Presidential chair, and he will be all excitement. 
Touch on the things that men are most interested in here, and you 
will find what their treasures are. If you get men to lay up treas 
ures in heaven, you will have no trouble about getting them to 
think of heaven. If a man’s goods come on a freight train, he is 
pretty sure to follow on the next passenger train. So we want to 
take up our things and send them ahead of us, and then we will be 
willing to think of heaven. 

The sermons on heaven from which the above extracts 
are taken, were peculiarly powerful. One of them was 
preached twice to immense audiences, and the impression 
produced both times was very marked. 

Preaching on “grace” afforded Mr. Moody opportunity 
for rebuking many of the faults and exposing many of the 
follies of Christians. He said: 

The reason that so many are half-starved Christians is that they do 
not go to the Throne and ask for what they want. I am tired of hear- 
ing men get up in prayer-meetings and say that forty years ago they 
heard Dr. Somebody say something, and it was a sweet remem- 
brance to them. I am sick of hearing people talk about living on 
these old stale things, instead of getting fresh food from God all the 
time. I heard Dr. Arnot, of Edinburgh, speaking some years ago 
in Chicago on the text, “I will pour water on him that is thirsty.” 
He said “Go into a house where there is a faithful dog, and if the 
master is at dinner the dog comes up, and if he throws a crumb of 
something to him, he will grab it before it can reach the floor. But 
put the whole platter of roast beef down, and the dog will go off 
without touching it.” That is the way with God's people. Suppose 
a man should come to me, and say, ‘ Mr. Moody, there is a million 
dollars deposited down here in the bank, and you can draw as you 
please,” and I should draw a dollar a week, and yet be cramped for 
money all the while, what would you say? You would say, “ He 
has certainly gone mad, a man with all that money cramping him- 
self so.” Isn’t that the trouble with the church to-day? God tells 
us to come boldly to the Throne of grace, and yet we do not draw 
on the bank of heaven. 

WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 

—The fifth annual meeting of the Sunday-school Associa- 
tion of Clinton County, N. Y., was held at Peru, on Tuesday, 
February 27. 

—From July 24 to August 2, the Interstate Sunday- 
school Encampment will be in session at Loveland, Ohio, 
which place is twenty miles north of Cincinnati. 

—Preceding the Texas State Sunday-schoo! Convention, 
which meets at Houston, April 24, there will be five dis- 
trict conventions, respectively at Marshall, Dallas, Waco, 
Brenham, and San Antonio. 

—Concerning the next Chautauqua gathering, the Rev. 
Dr, Vincent makes announcement that it will open on Sat- 
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urday, August 4, at 11 a. w., and close on Thursday even- | 
ing, August 23. The “ Reform Council” and the “ Church 
Congress” will last from Saturday, August 4, to the follow- 

ing Tuesday; the “Sunday-school Assembly” from Tues- 

day, August 7, to Tuesday, August 21; the “Scientific 

Conference” opening on Saturday, August 18, three days 

before the adjournment of the “Sunday-school Assembly,” 

will close on Thursday evening, August 23. Dr. R. S. 

Storrs, Dr. W. M. Taylor, the Rev. Joseph Cook, Dr. Deems, 

and John B. Gough, are already announced as speakers. 


—Atarecent meeting of the New York Sunday-school 
Teachers’ Association this resolution was passed :— 

Resolved, That we especially recommend the work of the Foreign 
Sunday-school Association, and believe that its thoughtful, wise, and 
prudent plans of operation are worthy of the fullest confidence of 
the Sunday-school public. We recommend superintendents and 
pastors to send for its published circulars and letters, and to famil- 
iarize their schools with the details of this valuable missionary enter- 
prise, while we urge upon the schools the duty of liberal aid in its 
pecuniary support. We believe that our Sunday-schools should 
support Sunday-school missionary work abroad, as well as at home. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS 

—lIn the Fourteenth Street Presbyterian Sunday-school, 
of New York City, the missionary collections for 1876 were 
$1,163.16. Their aggregate for twenty-one years is $19,- 
690.86. 

—Three scholars from Sunday-schools of the American 
Methodist Mission, Lucknow, India, were awarded prizes at 
the close of 1876 for reciting perfectly the International 


Lessons for thé entire year. One of these prizes was won 
by Seeta Ram, a Hindoo lad. 


—In connection with the fourth anniversary of the Fif- 
tieth Baptist Church of Philadelphia, a sixteen-page pam- 
phlet was issued containing the programme of the anniver- 
sary exercises, a classified catalogue of the Sunday-school, 
and announcements concerning the church and its work. 


—The Lucknow Witness recommends that the many 
Hindoo and Mohammedan holidays in India be improved 
by holding special sessions of the Sunday-schools. Cases 
are cited where this plan has resulted in gathering con- 
siderable numbers away from heathen celebrations and 
under Christian influence. 


—A good report is made, in The Presbyterian, of the Sun- 
day-school of the Presbyterian Church, Bloomington, Ohio. 
It has had the same superintendent for twenty-eight years, 
and the same teacher of its adult Bible class for thirty years. 
It has supplied fifty heads of families for the church, and 
thirteen men for the ministry. 

—A circular, just issued by the Sunday-school workers of 
Missouri, gives the estimated number of their Sunday- 
schools at 1,600, and of their scholars at 105,000. Their 
population of school age (from five to twenty-one) is 720,- 
186. Under these circumstances the call for more and bet- 
ter Sunday-school work is urgent. 


—There are five hundred and nine members of the North 
Presbyterian Sunday-school, St. Louis, Mo. Of this mem- 
bership, the average attendance for 1876 was three hundred 
and eighty-nine. An average of two hundred and eighty- 
one in each quarter were present every Sunday in that 
quarter. And fifty-six were present every Sunday in the 
year. 

—Connected with the American Mission of Lucknow, 
India, is a Sunday-school Union. Its aim is to carry on 
Sunday-schools in connection with the various week-day 
schools of the Mission. Members of the English congrega- 
tion do the work of the Union, and many very competent 
laborers are thus secured. At least eight hundred Hindoo 


and Mohammedan boys are taught every Sunday by this 
means. 


—A missionary of the American Sunday-school Union 
writes: “A few years ago I received a letter from a man 
in the woods of Michigan, saying, ‘I am a rough, wicked 
old sinner, and have no children, thank God! but my 
neighbors have lots of them, and they are all going to the 
devil, unless something can be done to save them; and I 
want you to come and organize a Sunday-school for us. 
There are no Christians here, but if you can’t do better, I 
will superintend the school. Drive right to my house, and 
you will find the latch-string out.’ Of course I went. I 
found things as he had represented. Rough as he was, 


became the teacher of a Bible class, being better versed in 
the Scriptures than any other of them; but when the 
school became disorderly, he said, ‘If you have no respect | 
for the holy Sabbath, nor for yourselves, to keep order 
while I’m teaching the word of God, I'll either leave the 
school, or I'll flog every one of you.’ ‘So,’ he wrote, ‘ they 
made me superintendent again, and I straightened them 
out, and we've had a good school ever since.’ Some may 
question the propriety of his being superintendent. But 
he is very strict in his observance of the Sabbath ; few 
church-members read the Bible as much as he. He was 
brought up after the straitest order of Presbyterianism, 
and firmly believes that the prayers of his sainted mother 
will yet be answered for him; and I for one prefer his intel- 
ligent instruction and management to that ignorance of 
the professed religious leaders that we, in these border 
regions, are sometimes compelled to accept.” 


Y. M. C. A. 


—A change has been made in the place for the next In- 
ternational Convention of the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciations. It was arranged to have the convention at St. 
Louis, but Louisville, Ky., is now decided upon for it. 
The date fixed for the meeting is June 6. 


—Messrs. Hall and Cree have still a long line of appoint- 
ments before them in their Southern town. Up to this 
date they have labored in seventeen places, in eight differ- 
ent states, occupying over two months. At this date they 
are in Jacksonville, Fla. Their remaining appointments 


are these : 

oy IE eae Se ae eee ee ee ee eee March 12. 
NE Ce ee eee er 
ON i techie chit ekctaneitbielmimn cob anlelidpeeeneetaken nigipienenl March 17,18. 
IE TE Wiss hin ocsrcedkecisaduatsacitlinnsissmatbwe acaeddnaaale March 19, 20. 
SEE Renae On Rane Pnee EE NESEY TEU ts ert AX March 21, 22. 
Ey ee a ee aS March 23-26. 
REE Ee oer ee ene re Sea See ae March 26, 27 
IEG Ie Melba cansbctng ction despinantnicckenisiniphipindlsnarensianiiesinetaaiea March 28, 29. 
hE ee a ea SERS eye eee March 30,31. 
NE a Sa a ee TON Fe Lee ee re April 10-15. 
pA nee ee April 16 
Savannah, Ga _____-_-_____ evinse a-ssseonanssnin sostunesanasanastsessylinp tea 
kd iscsi bee nani bnn eased April 19-22. 
ee ee eet eee ee eee ee April 23-25 
ee re er Ee April 26-29. 


PERSONAL. 

—Philip Phillips, who is singing his way through 
England, will make a tour of Ireland and Scotland before 
returning home. 


—Joseph Arch, the prominent Labor Reform leader of 
England, has taken a decided stand for adult Sunday- 
school work, as a means of elevating the masses. 


—Mr. James W. Weir, the veteran superintendent of the 
Market Square Presbyterian Sunday-school of Harrisburg, 
Penn., was present with his school every Sunday in 1876. 


—George C. Needham, the evangelist, has been laboring 
in revival work in Portland, Me. Professor William 
Johnson, of Philadelphia, assisted him by “singing the 
gospel.” 

—Ralph Wells still continues to lead a weekly meeting 
of Sunday-school teachers, in normal work, at the chapel of 
Dr. Crosby’s Church, corner of Fourth Avenue and Twenty- 
second Street, New York. The day of meeting has been 
changed from Friday to Thursday; the hour, 4.45 p. m. 


—Mr. Moody does not like sleeping auditors. A few days 
ago he stopped in the midst of his sermon, and said, “I see 
a man has gone to sleep. I wish the man that sits next to 
him would try and wake him up. I have halloed and 
halloed, and tried to keep him awake, but failed. I cannot 
talk while a man is asleep in front of me.” 


—Sir Henry Havelock presided at the recent conference 
of the metropolitan auxiliaries of the London Sunday- 
school Union. Ina brief address he alluded to the aver- 
sion of the better-dressed children to those who were badly 
dressed or ragged ; and he expressed the hope that when the 
principles taught in the Sunday-schools were more gen- 
erally recognized, this feeling would abate. 

—In The Witness, of Belfast, Ireland, appears a note- 
worthy list of Sunday-school “teachers who have distin- 
guished themselves by length of service in the good cause, 
and who are still at work.’”’ The list includes Mr. Robert 





he had a warm heart. His wife was an Eastern lady of 
high culture. The school was organized, and he was 
unanimously chosen superintendent. This was in July. | 
In the fall he made efforts and became responsible for $50 | 
to obtain a preacher for part of his time, and gave his | 
horse-shoeing—he being a blacksmith. Afterward, wishing 
to get a better preacher, he became responsible for $100. | 
There was a protracted meeting, and many were con. | 
verted; but he was not. Then, thinking that the school | 
should have a-pious superintendent, he resigned, and | 


Magill, of Belfast, who was at the Indianapolis Convention 
in 1872, when the International Lesson plan was matured. 
The names of those noted as having seen forty years or | 
more of service are as follows: 


Mr. M’Geagh, Cookstown, sixty years; William Scott, Wolfhill, | 
sixty years ; Mr. Barkley, Maghera, fifty-five years; William Killen 
Kilbride, fifty years; John Arnold, Fitzroy Avenue, Belfast, fifty | 
years: Robert Magill, Belfast, forty-eight years; Thomas M’Kin 
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William Laird Finlay, Fisherwick Place, Belfast, forty years 
Robert M’Hinch, Fitzroy Avenue, Belfast, forty years; John 
Hanson, Antrim, forty years; Mr. Johnston, Holywood, forty 
years. 

—Of the Rev. Joseph Cook, and his work in Boston, The 
Inquirer, a leading Unitarian paper, says: 

Mr. Cook means business. He boldly and directly assails the 
Unitarian front, and challenges reply. Nobody can fitly say that 
he is not, in his pretensions, up with the times, does not know what 
he is talking about, or is ignorant of the views of Unitarians, or 
holds his orthodoxy in a dead, traditional way. He is himself 
apparently a free man, who has his own ideas, and is not afraid to 
admit the changes and improvement in the statements of the so- 
called orthodox faith. We think he is nota critic to be pooh- 
poohed or treated disdainfully, or assumed to have nothing new and 
important to say for Unitarians. Accordingly the public will have 
aright to think the Unitarians unable or unwilling to cope with 
him, if his reasoning and criticism are not fairly answered. . . . 
He claims to be fresh from the most learned seats of theology, phi- 
losophy, and culture, and he puts his intellectual resources into a 
form very effective and ever popular, and makes quite abstruse 
topics interesting and intelligible to average hearers. Let those 
who find an easy and unresisting victim in Mr. Moody turn their 
attention to a less inoffensive and more dangerous sort of game. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


THE MARCH MAGAZINES. 


Harper's opens with an account of the more eminent of liv- 
ing French painters, with serviceable reproductions of some 
of their characteristic works. This is written by 8. G. W. 
Benjamin, who is himself both author and painter, and who 
described modern English art in the January number of the 
magazine. By comparing the two articles, one will see that 
the French artists are not superior to the English, if they are 
more fashionable just now. The other illustrated articles 
cover the usual variety of well-chosen and popular subjects, 
but do not call for special remark. Of the fiction, Edward E. 
Hale's very clever story entitled, “ Ideals,” is the best, while 
Philip Bourke Marston’s poem, “ Estranged,” bears off the 
poetical palm. 

The Atlantic is less rich in great names than it was last 
month, but is a very good number, nevertheless. The edito- 
rial departments are especially good. “ Rodman the Keeper” 
is astory by that promising young writer, Constance Feni- 
more Woolson; “Old English Guilds and Trade Unions” is a 
curious historical paper, by J. H. A. Bone, a writer whose 
name we have missed for some years; and ‘ Teneriffe” is an 
agreeable paper of travel, by 8.G. W. Benjamin. Mr. E. 8. 
Nadal's essay on ‘“‘ Newspaper Literary Criticism " is a careful 
and honest discussion of the nature and temptations of a 
book reviewer's work, with which the writer is familiar. 
Critics, however, are by no means so timid, or newspaper pub- 
lishers so unreasonable, as Mr. Nadal would have us believe. 
No department of a leading journal is, as a rule, more inde- 
pendent and honest than its literary columns. Of the 
poetry of the number, five sonnets by Mr. Longfellow are most 
noticeable. Mr. Longfellow is apt to admit bits of prose into 
his most poetical poems. Thus, in “ The Warder of the Cinque 
Ports,” he informs us that 








Nothing in nature's aspect intimated 

That a great man was dead. 
The same fault is noticeable in these sonnets. Let us put into 
prose form the last six lines of the sonnet to Eliot’s oak: 
“For underneath thy shade, in days remote, seated like 
Abraham at even-tide beneath the oaks of Mamre, the 
unknown apostle of the Indians, Eliot, wrote his Bible in a 
language that hath died and is forgotten, save by thee alone.” 

Scribner’s concludes its excellent and readable series of 
articles on American colleges with one on Princeton. The 
New York Aquarium is the subject of an interesting paper 
with wonderfully well executed engravings. Another natural- 
history article is Mrs. Sophie B. Herrick’s account of pitcher- 
plants. No better reading can be given children than articles 
like these. For graver readers Mr. Julius Willcox’s straight- 
forward and clear account of the theory and practice of life 
insurance will have much value at this time. 

In The Galaxy, Mr. Grenville Murray’s account of the 
English peerage is interesting, though we wish the subject 
had been assigned to Justin McCarthy. Dr. T. M. Coan, who 
has been studying Wordsworth for a good while, singles out 
from his works a great body of changes made by the author 
in later editions of his poems. Chauncey Hickox presses 
strongly for the retention of the whipping-post as a means of 
punishment for desperate criminals. Other papers in the 
number furnish the usual light variety of magazinish reading. 

Lippincott’s contains some reminiscences of Thomas Bu- 
chanan Read by John R. Tait, who was intimately acquainted 
with the poet-painter nearly all his life. He writes of his friend 
with good taste and feeling, and withal gives us a capital 
Read's life was full of romance, though the 


ney, Carnmoney, forty eight years; William Shaw, Holywood, | glimpse of him watching his wife dying of the plague in 


forty-five years; Samuel M'Cune, Holywood, forty-three years; 


Florence shows it was not without tragedy. Mr. Tait tells us 


Charles Finlay, J.P., Fisherwick Place, Belfast, forty-two years; | that the poem “ Drifting,” with which every school-boy has 
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made acquaintance, was written in Philadelphia one winter's | Washington, D. C., issue a Memorial Song Service in memory 


night when Read was detained at his studio by stormy 
weather, 

In Appleton'’s Journal, Ds. Guernsey introduces American 
readers to Charles Mackay’s “ Recollections,” which has been 
published lately in London. The book contains not a little 
of what Mackay thinks of America and Americans, and Dr. 
(iuernsey gives several extracts from the “ Recollections,” 
which will be likely to provoke a smile. Christian Reid con- 
tributes a breezy sketch of the mountain-region of North 
Carolina, and Julian Hawthorne's sixth chapter of ‘Out of 
London,” is much more readable than the former chapters. 


The Popular Science Monthly shows an unusually good 
variety of attractive papers. Professor Bain’s second paper 
on “ Education as a Science” is well worthy of reading by a 
teacher in any department of knowledge. The importance of 
reviewing is incidentally shown in an exhibit of the necessity 


of wise repetition to fix any statement of truth. In his new 


lecture, ‘On the Study of Biology,” Professor Huxley tells | 


what biology is, and advocates its study as ‘to a certain ex- 
tent a part of ordinary school-training.” By this study there 
would be shown, as he thinks, “the fundamental unity” of 
‘the man and the dog, the horse and the ox,” and the directness 
of nature’s “gradation, from man at the summit to specks of 
animated jelly at the bottom of the series.” The lecture is in- 
terlarded with sneers at the critics of Professor Huxley and 
with contemptuous references to believers in the Bible. Two 
match papers are “How the Earth was regarded in Old 
Times,” from the French of Flammarion, with illustrations 
picturing ancient cosmological theories, and ‘“ How the Earth 
was Explored in 1876," from the address of Chief Justice 
Daly, as President of the American Geographical Society. A 
biographical sketch of Thomas Edward, the humble Scotch 
naturalist whose story has been so well told by Samuel Smiles, 
in an entertaining and instructive narrative of the struggles 
of “a born naturalist,” 

In the National Repository the best articles are commonly 
those of the editor. Dr, Curry is a vigorous writer. He ex- 
presses himself at full length this month on ‘The Nation's 
Outlook,” and he gives a pleasant article—with good illustra- 
tions—on “ Recent Arctic Explorations.” The paper and type 
and make up of the Repository are excellent; but the contri- 
butions and selections do not yet meet the original plan and 
promise. The anti-Protestant character of the two articles on 
“French Preachers’’ from the Contemporary Review, the 
intense sectarianism of Mr. Daniels’s story, and the prominence 
given to the life of George Sand, would hardly win for this 
magazine a foremost place as a distinctively religious periodi 
cal, The field is, however, still open for it in its proposed 
sphere, and those who know Dr. Curry have confidence that 
he will, sooner or later, make the magazine what it ought to be. 

Historical articles have the lead in Potter's American 
Monthly. They include “Architectural Progress, as Seen in 
the Religious Edifices of the World,” with helpful illustrations, 
by the Rev. Dr. Blackwood; “ Lafayette’s Last Visit to 
America,” by the Rey. William Hall; and “St. Paul's Episco- 
pal Church, Norfolk, Virginia,” by Joseph B. North. Dr. A. 
L. A. Toboldt has something to say about ‘ The Ancient Chi- 
nese ; Their Peculiar Characteristics and Religion,” and Thomas 
A. Janvier sketches “Some Forgotten Arctic Explorers.” 
Two serial stories are continued, and the editorial departments 
are full and varied, 





A. 8. Barnes & Co, will shortly issue a Memoir of P. P. Bliss, 
prepared by Major D. W. Whittle, with an Introduction by 
Mr. Moody. 


The Musical Guest is the title of a new monthly musical and 
literary journal published by W. W. Whitney, Toledo, Ohio. It 
has a tasteful dress, chats pleasantly of Western musical news, 
and furnishes a fair variety of music, vocal and instrumental. 


All the songs and hymns of P. P. Bliss, including some not 
before published, are to be issued in a new Sunday-school 
music book, about the middle of April, by Biglow & Main, 
New York, and John Church & Co., Cincinnati. Messrs. 
Lowry, Doane, and Sankey are overseeing the publication. 


A showy piece of music is published by F. W. Helmick, 50 
West Fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, in memory of P. P. 
Bliss. It is called“ Angels Met Him at the Gate.” The 
words are by Arthur W. French, and the music by C. M. 
Currier. The titleypage is printed in black and gilt, and 
adorned with a very good photographic likeness of Mr. Bliss. 
The music is having a very large sale. 








The Sunday at Home for February continues its “ Pictures 
from Jewish Life,” and its historical sketches of “ The English 
Bible.” It shows also a choice variety of miscellaneous and 
devotional reading, with a share for the children. Its frontis- 
piece 1s a good copy of Mr. Millais’s “My First Sermon.” The 
American agents of this magazine are The American Sunday 
School Union, 1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


In conjunction with an International Lesson Review for 
the current quarter, O. F. Presbrey and J. W. Bischoff, of 





of P. P. Bliss, to be used as a special exercise on the last Sun- 
day in March. Dr. Presbrey proposes to issue quarterly 
“The International Lesson Review,” each number to contain 
a review exercise for the quarter, while occasionally a special 
service will be added, as in the number for this quarter. 


The Literary World has been purchased by the Rev. Edward 
Abbott and Edward H. Hames, of Boston, and is to be pub- 
lished by these gentlemen under the firm-name of E. H. Hames 
&Co. Mr. Abbott succeeds Mr. 8. R. Crocker as editor. It is 
saying enongh to express the belief that Mr. Abbot will keep up 
the high literary standard already attained by this periodical. 
Mr. Hames is in the business department of The Congrega- 
tionalist, as Mr. Abbott has been, and still is, of the editorial 
force Of that paper. 


“The Complete Preacher” is the title of a new sermon 
monthly to be issued by The Religious Newspaper Agency, 96 
Nassau Street, New York. It is to contain sermons in full by 
distinguished preachers. The promise of its first number 
includes sermons by Professor Christlieb, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Mr. Spurgeon, Drs. John A. Broadus, J. P. 
Newman, and John Hall. This is certainly an attractive 
prospectus. The price is to be fixed at two dollars per annum, 
if five thousand subscribers are secured, otherwise at three 
dollars. 


Mr. Steiger, the enterprising bibliographer of 24 Frankford 
Street, New York, announces among his new publications 
“Kiddle and Schem’s Cyclopedia of Education,” a work 
designed to occupy a field quite unoccupied, as Mr. Steiger’s pub- 
lications usually do. A want for a Cyclopedia of Education 
has long been felt, not only by educators and teachers, but by 
parents and all in any way interested in education. The 
reputation which Mr. Steiger has deservedly obtained for 
painstaking accuracy, and care in his publications is a strong 
recommendation for this last important undertaking. 


The “Christian Union Extras” are likely to be popular, 
and they deserve to be if subsequent numbers are as good 
as the two already issued. No.1 is “Our Church Work,” 
by the Rev. Dr. Stephen H. Tyng, Jr. This includes the 
papers on Ingathering, Training, and Work, in which Dr. 
Tyng tells of the methods adopted in his field of the Church 
of the Holy Trinity. No. 2 is ‘‘ How to Study the Bible,” by 
the Rev. Lyman Abbott. This covers Means of Study, 
Methods of Study, and Studying the Sunday-school Lesson. It 
comprises helpful hints for the ordinary teacher. Either of 
these Extras can be obtained for fifteen cents ; two for twenty- 
five cents. : 


“Mount Washington and its Capture,” by Edward F. De 
Lancey, with a photo-lithographic fac-simile map, occupies the 
prominent place in the February number of the new Magazine 
of American History, with Notes and Queries. A biograyhical 
sketch is given of Pierre Daillé, the first Huguenot pastor of New 
York, by Charles W. Baird. Original and reprint historical 
documents of importance occupy about one third of the number, 
and “ Proceedings of the New York Historical Society” at its 
annual meeting includes a paper by General de Peyster on 
Major-General Philip Schuyler and the Burgoyne Campaign in 
the Summer of 1777. The department of “ Notes and Queries” 
is in decided advance of the first number. This department 
alone renders the magazine of great value. 


It can hardly be doubted that the discussion of the Sunday 
question in connection with the Centennial Exposition has 
tended to root more deeply than ever into the nation’s life 
the conviction that one day in seven for rest and worship is a 
necessity of man’s nature, and is éommanded of God. Trea- 
tises on the Sabbath question are multiplied, and they find 
interested readers. Five little works of this sort have recently 
been sent to us for notice. The first and fullest is “‘ The Holy 
Sabbath: Its Nature, Design, and Observance,” by the Kev. 
James Stacy, published by the Southern Presbyterian Board 
of Publication, Richmond, Va. This treatise took a prize of 
$200, offered by a gentleman of Atlanta. The committee of 
award consisted of Rev. Drs. E. T. Baird, M. D. Hoge, and C. 
H. Read. The author is pastor of a Presbyterian Church at 
Newnan, Ga. He takes strong ground in behalf of the bind- 
ing obligation of Sabbath observance as rooted in tradition, in- 
wrought in Scripture, confirmed by nature, and established 
by New Testament teachings. The Presbyterian Board of 
Publication, at Philadelphia, issues a briefer essay by the Rev. 
Dr. Archibald A. Hodge, ‘‘ The Day Changed and the Sabbath 
Preserved.” From the Friends’ Book Store, 304 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, comes, ‘“‘ An Appeal for the Due Observance of 
the First Day of the Week,” issued by the “ representatives of 
the Religious Society of Friends, for Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Delaware, and parts adjacent. “A Treatise Concerning the 
Sanctification of the Lord's Day,” by James Young, is printed 
by William H. Benger, 1304 Atmore Street, Philadelphia. 
This includes some well-known military and presidential 


orders in favor of Sabbath observance, and makes mention of | 


other historic facts of interest. The American Tract Society 
prints for the Philadelphia Sabbath Association a little tract. 
“The American Sabbath.” Neither of these treatises costs 
more than five cents. Together they supply quite a treasury 
of fact and argument. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be promptly noticed under this head. The 
interests of our readers will guide us in making further notice.} 


Tue ApoLogies or Justin Martyr. To which is appended the Epistle 
to Diogenes, With an Introduction and Notes by Basil L. Gilder- 
sleeve, Ph.D., LL.D. (Douglass Series.) 12mo, 289. Cloth, $1.75. 
4 * ey Harper & Brothers. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott 

0, 


Hoty Cross. A History of the Invention, Preservation, and ey mA 
ance of the Wood known as the True Cross. By W.C. Prime, LL.D. 
8q. 16mo, pp. 143. Cloth, $1.00. New York: Anson D. F. Randolph 
& Co. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Harrret Martineau’s Avtosrocraruy. Edited by Maria Weston 


Chapman, ‘lwo volumes. 8vo, pp. 594,596. Cloth, $6.00. Boston: 
— R. Osgood & Co. (For sale by Claxton, Remsen, & Haffel- 
nger.) 


Tue Gotpen Butrerriy. A novel. By the author of “Ready Money 
Mortiboy.” 8svo, PP. 167. Ag 75 cents. New York: Harper & 
Brothers. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


THE Way Ovr; or, Rescurp FROM 4 Convent. By Justin D. Fulton, D.D. 
16mo, pp. 352. Cloth, $1.50. Philadelphia: The American Baptist 
Publication Society. 


Pamphlets. 


Annual report of the New York State Sunday-school Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation, 1876. Edward Danforth, Secretary, Elmira, N. Y. Price 50 
cents, 

A Catalogue of Greenhouse and Bedding Plants, cultivated and for 
sale by Hoopes, Brother & Thomas, West Chester, Pa. 


Nineteenth Annual Convention of the New Jersey Sunday-school 
Association, held at Salem, November 16, 1876. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


An ArrTicLe oF True Merit.—“Brown’s Bronchial 
Troches” are the most popular article in this country or 
Europe for Throat Diseases and Coughs, and this popularity 
is based upon real merit. 





THosE who wish the choicest and best books for Sunday- 
school Libraries should carefully examine the large hist 
published by the American Tract Society. They are ad- 
mitted by all to be evangelical in doctrine, tasteful and 
neat in style, and generally cheaper than many others. 
Call and see them, or write for a Catalogue to the Deposi- 
tory, 1512 Chestnut St., Phila. 


Tue Srconp Comine or Curist, by Dr. James H 
Brookes, of St. Louis, author of ‘‘ Maranatha,” and editor 
of The Truth. Being the testimony of the Holy Ghost in 
the words of Scripture. 79 Pages. An Introduction of 
fourteen pages by George C. Needham and Henry Moor- 
house. 25 cents, postpaid. Address the publisher, Edwin 
A. Wilson, Springfield, Ill. 


A pocket dictionary is more than a convenience: it is at 
times a necessity. An “unabridged” quarto cannot be 
carried in a carpet-bag. The man who relies on it at home 
wants something more compact to take with him as he 
goes away from home. And a great many persons can 
afford only the smaller size at home or abroad, Hence the 
advertisement by Ivison, Blakeman, Taylor, & Co. of the 
Pocket Edition of Webster's Dictionary to be sent by mail 
for one dollar will be tempting to many readers of The 
Sunday School Times. An English dictionary is one of the 
essentials for every Sunday-school teacher in the study of 
his lessons. 


It is the opinion of leading clergymen and other Sunday- 
school workers of various denominations, in this country 
and in Great Britain, that no complete commentary of the 
Bible, of like freshness and compactness, is more satisfactory 
for the use of the ordinary Sunday-school teacher than that 
of Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown. The commentary com- 
prises the best results of the later Bible scholarship, and it 
is remarkable for its accuracy, soundness, and thoroughness 
as a help to study. A teacher who has this in his library 
has a good furnishing so far as a satisfactory commentary 
can give it to him. The reduction of the cost of this com- 
mentary, advertised by J. B. Lippincott & Co., will put it 
within the reach of many who could not afford it until now. 











SPECIAL NOTICES. 








My book, “ Frery YEARS WITH THE SAsBaTH ScHoo.s,” sent post-paid, on 
receipt of the price, $1.75. Asa BuLtary, Cambridgeport, Mass, 





—15 cents buys either, 60 cents all of the following——250 elegant 





assorted decalcomanie pictures——5i0 beautiful gem chromos——35 
nice scrap book pictures——8 mounted card chromo ornaments—— 
1 exquisitely lovely surprise bouquet.——Address Henry 8. Date, 
Chicago, Ill. 





The Grand Union Hotel, of New York, opposite Grand Central 
Depot, is one of the most pegnice of the New York City first-class 
hotels. It is so conveniently located to the Grand Central Depot, that 
| all expense of carriage and baggage expressage is saved its guests. 
| Persons contemplating visiting or passing through New York, will do 
well to give the Grand Union atrial. The Grand Union supplies every 

peoduenee Br srw by a first-class hotel, while the rates of charges 
are m , being suited to the stringency of the times. 

















March 10, 1877. 
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Cc. PER DOZEN, ENGLISH FIG’D PEARL 
Shirt Buttons. krupt Stock, 900 gross. 
6yd pieces Roll Tape, only 2c. apiece. 
One whole oy of pins only 2c. a paper. 
§O doz. English Steel Scissors, 20, 25 to 374. 
Beautiful a Edgings. 5, 1244, 25 to T5c. 
Bankrupt Stock, Children’s Hose, 6, 124% to 50c. 
Bankrupt Stock, Ladies’ Hose, 6. 25 to 40c. 
Ladies’ Silk-fleeced Gloves, 1244 to 18c. 
Fine White Wool Flannel, 1214, 20, 31 to 50c. 
Heavy double-width Table Linens, 31, 3714 to T5c. 
Linen Crash Towels and Toweling, 7, 10, 18 to 25c. 
White Shirt Buttons, 12 doz. will cost only 4c. 
Ivory Buttons, all colors, 8 to 124c. a dozen. 
Choice Rubber Buttons, 6 to 12\c. a dozen, at 


OWEN EVANS’ C%eap Store, 


128 North Eighth St., door below Cherry. 


Now Ready. 


HRISTIAN UNO 
EXTRAS. 


Occasional Papers reprinted from the Christian Union 
in convenient and prominent form for preserva- 

tion and reference. 

No. 1. Our Church Work: A series of 
by the Rev. Stephen H. Tyng, Jr., D.D., on 
Church Work. Setting forth in three articles: 
Ingathering, Training, and Work, the methods 
adopted by the “Church of the Holy Trinity,” 
(New York City,) and the results attained. 

No. 2. How to Study the Bible, by the Rev. 
Lyman Abbott. In four articles: Means of Study; 
Methods; More about Methods; and Studyin 
the Sunday-School Lesson. Giving plain and 
practical directions to Sunday-school teachers 
and other lay students of the Bible what books 
to get, and how to use them in Bible study. 


We are prepared to furnish these pamphlets at 
10 cents per copy, in quantities of twenty or 
more. Single numbers 15 cents, or any two 25 





apers 


cents. 
HORATIO C. KING, Publisher, 
27 PARK PLACE, New York. 


Fifty Sermons by D, L Moody 


FOR ONE DOLLAR. 


' : Po te -_ Lee ? - 
Moody 8 Sermons 4 ress o Young Men, 
Moody’s 


Vo. . 
3 Address to Young Men, 
No. 2. 
Sermons 4 What Christ is to Us. 
Moody’s 
’ 
Moody’s 





5 Naaman. 
6 apd me pe oe - 
7 The Life of Jacob. 
Sermons § the Life of Peter. 
9 The Conversion of Saul. 
5 10 foeeeeeee Thief. 
11 Daniel No. 1. 
ermons 12 Daniel No. 2. 
3 Daniel No. 3. 
14 The Pharisee and the 


Sermons 


Moody’s Publican. 
15 Work. 
16 pe 
17 Praise. 
Moody’s Sermons 7) pchsta: 
19 Trust. 


20 Repent. 
Sermons 21 Excuses, No. 1. 
22 Excuses, No, 2. 
23 Sudden Conversion. 


24“ His own Brother.” 
Sermons 25 The Precious Blood, 
No. 1. 
26 The Precious Blood, 


No. 2. 
27 — to Study the Bible, 
vo. 1 


Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Moody’s 
Silk cacaed-yropalt 00 sng ebbenn ‘tn poanigh at 


one dollar by the undersigned. Also for sale 
bs Hymns No.2. 30c. 


, : 8 snts’ Bibles 
Moody 8 Favorites os % Bibles from $1 to 
Grace and Truth. 650c. 


Regeneration. 10c. 
Moody’s Favorites Notes 3 Genesis (C. H. 
M.), $1. 
Notes on Exodus (C. H. 


: M.), $1. 
Moody’s Favorites Notes on Leviticus (C. H. 
M.), $1. 
‘ S Notes on Numbers (C. H. 
Moody’s Favorites 


M.), $1. 

Cruden’s 

2.75. 
Cruden’s Concord. (cond.), 

Moody’s Favorites $1.50. 
Scripture Text Book. 75c. 

ADDRESS 
EBEN. SHUTE 
36 Bromfield St., Boston. 


Sermons 


No. 1, 
28 How to Study the Bible, 
No. 2. 


29 Address’ to 


Sermons 
Parents, 


No. 1. 
30 288 : 

Sermons — to Parents, 
31 Sinners Called to Re- 


ery 
Sermons 32 « thrist the Good Shep- 
1era, 
33 Their Rock is not as 
Serm our Rock. 
ONS 34 Address to Business 
Men. 
35 H “ows eg ae 
36 Charity. 
Sermons 37 Heaven, No. 1. 
88 Heaven, No. 2. 
39 Rewards. 
Sermons 40 Blindness. 
41 “ Weighed.” 
= Page Ag + a ae 
3 'To the icted. 
Sermons {i What shall I do to be 
Saved? 
45 Christ’s Commands. 
Sermons 46 How to Conduct In- 
uiry Meetings. 
47 The“ I Wills” of Christ. 
48 The Mission of Christ. 


Concordance. 


Sermons 49 The Sacrifice of Christ. | 
50 The Death of P. P. Bliss. | 


Vol. I. Genesis to Deuteronomy. 8vo, cloth. 
Vol. II. Joshua to Esther. 8vo, cloth. 
Vol. III. Job to Isaiah. 8vo, cloth. 


country.”’—Rev. Norman Macleod, D.D. 
“ Accuracy of scholarship, 


sold 


PRICE REDUCED ~- 
FROM $30 TO SiS NET PER SET. BOUND IN CLOTH.| © 


THE BEST AND ORIGINAL ENGLISH EDITION 
OF THE 


Commentary, Critical, Experimental, & Practical, 


ON THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS. 


By the Rev. Dr. JAMIESON, Glasgow; Rev. A. R. FAUSSET, York ; and 
Rev. Dr. D. BROWN, Aberdeen. 6 vols. 8vo. 
Or Separately, as under, at $3.00 per volume, net. 


Vol. IV. Jeremiah to Malachi. 8vo, cloth. 
fol. V. Matthew to John. 8vo, cloth. 


| Vol. VI. Acts to Revelations. 8vo, cloth. 
“I think it the best commentary upon the whole Bible which has been issued within the last fifty 


; years, and I should be very sorry to be deprived of the pleasure of consulting it.’ —Rev.C. H. Spurgeon. 
‘The most practical, suggestive, orthodox, and scientific which has ever been published in this 


The small remainder of this valuable work is now offered at one-half price, as above, until 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., Publishers, Philad’a. 








thousand copies have 


but $6.25. 


Address 


100,000 QUARTERLIES! 


To supply the present demand for the 
Scholars’ Quarterly for the second quarter of 
1877 (April, May, and June), one hundred 





been printed. Addi- 


tional copies will be issued as rapidly as 
needed. Have you tried it in your school or 
class yet? 100 copies for three months cost 
Sixteen copies cost but $1.00. 
Five copies cost but thirty-five cents. 
copy as a specimen costs but seven cents. 
Your order will receive prompt attention. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 
610 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia. 








Ij BROWNE'S HE 


NEW <r, Le 


-y| 


LWENTHER STRIPBEST 


“SEA CHILD CAN APPLY 1T.?, 
10 CENTS PER YARD BY MAIL ‘ 
S FEET, 75 SI7DEY STNY 


MADAME FOYS 


CORSET SKIRT SUPPORTER 
Increases in Popularity every year, 
And for Health, Comfort, and Style, 
is acknowledged the Best Article 
of the kind ever made. For sale 
by all leading jobbers and retail- 
ers. Beware of imitations and in- 
fringements. Manufactured solely 


by FOY & HARMON, New Haven, 
Conn. 


teh? FLORAL GUIDE, 


A beautiful Quarterly Journal, finely illustrated, and 
containing an elegant colored Flower Plate with the 
first number, Price only 25 cents a year. The first 
No. for 1877 just issued in German and English. 
Vick’s Flower and Vegetable Garden, 50 cents in 
paper in elegant cloth covers, $1.00. 
ick’x Catalogue—3® Illustrations, only 2 cents. 
Address, JAMES VICK, Rochester, N. Y. 


YOUR NAME neatly printed on 50 nice tinted 

4 cards for 15¢. 50 Granite, 20c. 
30 Acquaintance, 15c. 25 Transparent, 20c. Elegant 
Card Cases, 10 and lic. Standard Card Factory, 
Brockton, Mass. 


pli 
AN 























IBLE Map of the Old World, concise and accu- 

rate. 250 facts for every S. 8. scholar. Sample 

and price list,6c. Adams Bros., 178 Congress 5t., 
Boston, Mass. 


LADIE®’ or Gents’ Fancy Cards, with name 10c.; 
post-paid. J. B. Husted, Nassau, Renss. Oo., N.Y. 











A GREAT OFFER! !.fs- ri cnee 
s sthesc Hard Times 
dispose of 100 PIANOS & ORGANS, new and 
second-hand of first-class makers including 
WATER?’ at lower prices for cash or Install- 
ments or to let until paid for than ever before 
offered. WATERS’? GRAND UARE and 
UPRIGHT PIANOS & ORGANS are the BEST 
MADE. AGENTS WANTED. Illustrated Cat- 
alogues Mailed. A liberal discountto Teachers, 
Mi Churches, etc, Sheet music at half price. 
HORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufctrs. and 
Dealers, 40 East 14th St.. Union square, N. Y. 
TESTIMONIAL. 
The New York Times says: “ Waters’ Orchestrion 
Chime Organ” is a beautiful little instrument. sim- 
ly perfect. The chime of two and one-half octave 
lls, and the artistic effects capable of being pro- 
duced by the player, are fine. 





ATEST.—60 elegant Agate, Italian Stone Black Bris- 

tol in Gold or Silver, or ivory Cards, with name, 

0 cts. Autograph or Monogram Card. $1.50 for 50, 

with the cut sent along. Assorted, 40c. Samples, 

10c. W. L, JACOBS, Wheeling, W. Va. 

TEAS —The choicest in the world—Importers 

* prices—Largest Company in America— 

staple article—pleases evervbody—Trade continually 

increasing—Agents wanted e#erywhere—best in- 
ducements—don't waste time—send for Circular to 

ROBERT WELLS, 43 Vesey St., N.Y. P.O. Box, 1287. 


I OOK BEST OFFER EVER MADE. A good 
4 } 32-column, 8-page Weekly paper, for one 
year (contains one of Moody’s sermons each week,) 
and 50 fine visiting cards. for $1. Samples 3c. 
RAMBLER PUB. CO.,12 Winter St., Boston, Mass. 





ANTED MEN to travel and sell to Dealers our 
4 ‘Y new unbreakable glasschimneys and 
lamp goods. NO PEDDLING. Salary liberal, busi- 
ness anent. Hotel and traveling exnenses paid. 

MONITOR LAMP CO., 264 Main St., Curcirnati, Onto. 





. USEFUL GIFT FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 


Daily Expense Book for 1877. For individuals or 
families. by day. month and year. Cloth. 50c. 3 copies 
$1. T. J. Morrow, Publisher, 41 & 43 Warren St., N.Y. 


25 STYLISH VISITING CARDS for®0c., mixed tints. 
Samples for Stamp. Garvin & Co., Bethlehem, Pa. 


The Demorest’s Qoertest Journal of Fashion 
6 cts.; yearly, 10 cts. postfree, 17 F. 14th St., N. Y. 








racticalness of tendency, comprehensiveness of thought, richness of 
illustration, and remarkable cheapness, claim for it a worid-wide circulation.” —Homilist. 


One 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


ENTS 777; NEW BOOK GREAT 
E 


EXHIBITION ILLUSTRATED. 

Over 400 Fine Engravings, costing $20,000.00. 
The only book fairly showing the fine costly ex- 
hibits of the Art Gallery, Machinery and Main Build- 
ings. Wide-awake Agents are quitting all the in- 
ferior books for this, Get the Bist. Send for cireu- 
lar, terms, and sample engravings. P. W. ZIEGLER 
& CO., Philadelphia, Pa.; St. Louis, Mo.; Chicago, 
lll.; Cincinnati, O. 








IN CHICAGO. 


His Sermons and Prayer- 
Meeting Talks are in the 


new book GREATJOY. 

Reprinted from verbatim reports, and authorized b 
the Chicago Inter Ocean. 544 pages. 82. This 
work contains Mr. Moody’s Sermon on the death of 
P. P. Bliss, ete, with portraits of Moody, Sankey, 
and Bliss. This is a companion volume to, yet 
different from, his 72 New York Sermons entitled 
GLAD TIDINGS, from the New York Tribune Re- 

orts. 504 pages. $2. Mailed on receipt of price. 

he public are cautioned ae old and revamped 
books. AGENTS WANTED. 

E. B. TREAT, Publisher, 805 Broadway, N. Y: 


Music Books 
FOR SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


Choral Praise. 

Fitted for the occasions of the “ Episcopal” year, 
but is a book of great concrete beauty for any de- 
nomination. 100 good songs. tunes. and (easy short) 
anthems. By Rev. J. H. Waterbury. Price, 25 cts, 


Good News. 

A happy title for a beautiful Sabbath School Song 
Book, which disappoints nobody, and contains a 
large number of songs which will be universal fa- 
vorites. By R. M. M’Intosh. Price, 35 cts. 


Shining River. 
The glittering title aptly indicates the character 
of the profusion of bright, pure songs of elevated 
sentiment, which fill the book with beauty. By 
H. S.and W.O. Perkins. Price, 35 cts. 


River of Life. 
Containing songs contributed by a large number 
of well-known composers; it hasan unusual variety, 
and everything is of the best quality. By H. 8. Per- 


kins and W. W. Bently. Price, 35 cts. 
Living Waters. 

Prepared for Camp Meetings, Revival Meetings, 
&c., this is also most appropriate for Sabbath School 
Work. No better collection is published. By D. F. 
Hodges. Price, 30 cts. 

Remember THE ENCORE (75 cts.) is the book for 
Singing Schools. 

Either book mailed post-free for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


C.H.DITSON&CO. J. £. DITSON & CO. 
711 Broadway, Successors t> Lee & Walker, 
New York Philadelphia. 
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THEDINGEE 8 CONARD COs 


ROSES 


Strong Pot Plants, suitable forimmediate flow- 
ering. sent safely by mail, oy 5 oplenaia 
varieties, your choice, all labeled, for $13 1:3 for $25 
19 for $3 for $43 35 for $5. For 10 cents each 
additional, one M ificent mium Rose 
to every dollar’swo ordered. Send forour NEW 
GUIDE TO ROSE CULTURE, and choose 
} tae ht hangtd fe prneng= a ha make Roses aGreat 

alty, and are rgest Rose 3 in Amer- 
a Refer to 100,000 customers in the United States 







and Canada. THE DINGEE & CONARD CO, 
ROSE-GROWERS, West Grove, Chester Co., Pa 
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yy: >) A } 
pK {) published, contains 
{ RY about 2%) pages, over 
IL 600 fine engravings, two 
} ij , elegunt colored plates, and 

£ 


ives full descriptions, prices 

and directions for_ planting 
over 120 varieties of Vegetable 
and Flower Seeds, Bedding Plants, 


Roses, &c., and is invaluable to 
Farmer, Gardener & Florist. Address, 


D.M. FERRY & CO., Detroit, Mich. 
Our Abridged Priced Catalogue FREE to all Applicants 








| Your name printed on 50 fancy cards, 
L 25e. Samples. etc., for3c. stamp. Agente 
wanted. JUST TRY ONCE. Address 

GEO. A. BATTLES, Westminster, Mass. 








OUR NAME PRINTED on 40 Mixed Cards 
for 10c. Cuiinton Bros., CLivronvriie, Cr. 











a Week to Agents. $10 Ontfit FREE. 
$55 g $7] P.O. VICKERY. Angnsta, Maine. 


ee eae 











a re eee ennes eoreenasareneenpes 


Sa es 


ae na een 


ee nigindan Davin nain-aheatiecnarenagtaeetdanted 











158 








PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, - - - $2.15 each. 
“« 15 to 29 baad “_*--. 1.90 * 
20 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “* 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


——————o0—_—_—— 


Suoseriptions will be received for any portion ot 
a year at yearly rates, 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 


Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
clude both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
elub subscription, in connection with which his 
naine has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom the 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tur Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 





SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access, It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tue Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such. 


In sending your renewal to The Superintendent's 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Tux Sunbay Scnoot Times, as given on the 
Yellow address label of Tue Times. 


———$————_——— 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, - = § .60 
100 a one year, - - - 7.20 
Less than 100 ies at rate. 





| 


—o—- 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - - 
100 “ one year, -_ - - 


Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


—_—o——— 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


—+)——__— 


Subscribers in Great Britain ‘who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John Wanamaker, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, - 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, - Is. 6d. 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office, 

—— 9———_—_ 


Advertising Rates. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 


an inch), for each insertion, - Rus 25 cts. 
Special Notices: per line (as above), - - 30 cts. 
Reading Matter: per line (leaded), - - 5O cts. 


DISCOUNTS ON THE ABOVE RATES AS FOLLOWS: 


5 per cent.on 4 insertions 


ao “ 8 “ 
SY “99 “ 
20 « « 96 “ 
a “ $2 “ 


&—@ Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue. 


a 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 


Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Paivapenrntia. 


= nearer — 


—— 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





SUPERINTENDENTS . 


AND 


THA cH ERs 
SEND TO THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPOSITORY, 
No. 76 East 9th Street, New York, 
For everything needed in your work. Libraries, 
Sunday-school Papers, Question Books, etc. 
G. M. VAN DERLIP, 





(877. SELECT NOTES. (877. 
Explanatory, Illustrative, Practical. 


The fullest Commentary in one volume on Topics 
for 1877. By Rev. F. N. Peloubet. With selections 
from 250 best authors, and larger than any previous 
issue. Price, $1.25. Interleaved Ed., $2.00. 


j Built of the Golden Texts, 1877 

Price $1.25. By Archie Fell. 348 

ages, in 52 short chapters. A 

ife story, to illustrate in the 


sayings and doings of Maybee 
and friends the golden thought 
of the texts, 1877. Mailed on 
CTONES receipt of price. 
‘ 





HENRY HOYT, PUBLISHER, 











No. 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 
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Self-Pasting Scrap-Book, 


It avoids all the trouble of paste or mucilage.— 
Rural New- Yorker. 

A neat affair,and it now becomes as easy to file 
away a scrap as it is to stampa letter.—Baltimore 
Gazette. 

Amore convenient book for the purpose could 
not be desired.—Cincinnati Gazette. 


No. 1 size, 7% by 10 inches, half cloth__________ $1.25 
No. 2 size, 7% by 10 inches, half roan, cloth... 1.75 
No. 4 size, 744 by 10 inches, full cloth___._______ 2.00 
No. 6 size, 74% by 10 inches, full moroeco__-____- 2.50 
No. 8 size, 10% by 124% inches, half cloth_...___ J 


No. 12 size, 1014 by 1244 inches, full cloth... 2.75 
No. 14 size, 1044 by 124 inches, full moroeco___ 3.50 
Copies mailed on receipt of price. 


SLOTE, WOODMAN, & CO., 
Buiank Book MANUFACTURERS, 
119 and 121 William Street, New York. 


KELLOGG@’S 


LIsTsS 
FOR 
WESTERN , ADVERTISING. 
Country Newspapers 


ALL OF THE BETTER CLASS. 


50 
No. 10 size, 10 ' by iat, inches, half roan, cloth. 2.50 








Smallest Circulation, 300 Copies Weekly. 
From that up to 2,886 Comes. 





The undersigned takes pleasure in announcing | 
that he has modified and improved his Lists by | 
excluding all of small circulation, admitting none | 
whose circulation is not 


AT LEAST 300 COPIES. 
He represents in his List about 
370 COUNTY SEATS 


And his papers are most of them old and long- 
established Journals, being on an 


AVERAGE EIGHT YEARS 
OLD. 


Of the seven hundred papers, about four hundred 
| are the only oes in their respective towns. and 
| afford the only means of reaching the public of 
those places. It will not be forgotten that of the 
| circulation of the average country paper, fully 
| 
| 90 PER CT. STAYS NEAR 
HOME 
| 
Instead of being scattered over a large territory not 
| specially desired. 
These papers are offered in groups of Lists, or 
BY SEPARATE STATES 


| At very low prices; and it will in this case be found 
| true, as it generally is, that 


THE BEST IS THE 
| CHEAPEST. 


| Files open to advertisers. Lists of papers and 
| estimates furnished by mail or in person 


A. N. Kellogg. 
77 and 79 Jackson Street, Chicago, Ill. 





THE MUSIC READER, 


BY MEIGNEN & KEYS, 
For Schools, Classes, and Private Instruction is 


THE BEST BOOK 


published. Price, $1.00, or $9.00 per dozen, Copies | 


mailed post-paid upon receipt of marked price, ‘This 

book is recommended by teachers as being the Best 

Meruop for learning the art of music reading. 
Published and for sale by 


WM. H. BONER & CO., Agents, 
1102 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 


New Sabbath School Books 


‘PUBLISHED BY THE 
PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION. 





EYES AND EARS; Or, How I 
See and Hear. 


By AUNT YEWROWNCKIE, 16mo. Illustrated. 
Price, $1.25. 


BOYS AT EASTWICK. 


By M. E. GRIFFITH. author of “Leaves and | 


Fruit,” &c. 16mo. Four illustrations. Price, $1. 


PEWIT’S NEST SERIES. 


By MISS MARTHA FINLEY (Martha Farquhar- 
se) P vols. 32mo, Each two illustrations. 
rice, $3. 





Address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 
1334 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 





ONG  HERAL 
H. R. Palmer’s New Book for Singing 
Schools and Choirs. The best since his 
“Song King,” of which over 


200,000 HAVE BEEN SOLD! 


75 cents each by mail: $7.50 per dozen, by express. 
SPECIMEN PAGES FREE. 


PALMER'S THEORY 


The book students and teachers 
have been waiting for. A practical OF MUSIC 
que to the study of Thorough-bass, Harmony and 


omposition. Covers the whole ground in a manner 
so simple that a child may learn. 


Bound in Cloth, $1, by Mail. 


MUSIC | CHURCH’S | MUSIC 
Musical Visitor. 


THE INDEPENDENT JOURNAL OF MUSIC. 
CONTAINS at least 2 worth of new music 











during the year. Sto- ries, Sketches, Corres- 
pondence, etc., by the best writers. No music lover 
should be without its monthly visits, Choice of four 
elegant premium volumes tree to every subscriber 
at $1.50 a year, Send stamp for sample and full par- 
ticulars. Agents wanted. 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
Cincinnati, O. 


TANPER AND GOL 


A NEW BOOK OF SONG 
FOR THE 


Sunday-School. 


By T. C. O’KANE, 


Author of “Every Sabbath,” “Songs for Wor- 
ship,” “ Dew-Drops of Sacred Song,” 
. “ Fresh Leaves,”’ etc. 





Besides many original pieces, composed 
expressly for this work by this well-known 
author, the collection will contain the choice 
compositions of other popular authors, the 
aim being to secure a 


Rich and Rare Variety. 


both of Songs and Tunes. It will be pub- 


lished about the 


Middle of March. 


Send 35c. for samplecopy 


HITCHCOCK & WALDEN 


PUBLISHERS, 
Cincinnati, 
Chicago, 
St. Louis. 





Cheapest in the known 





$ waT HES. 
world. & watch and outht free to A 
For terms address COULTER & CO. feago 


FROM OUR NEIGHBORS 


| 





| and 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL GIVING. 
{John E, Searles, Jr., in Christian Advocate.) 


It is, no doubt, true that the lack of 
missionary societies and missionary collec- 
tions in very many Sunday-schools of our 
Church is attributable to a fear that by so 
appropriating the collections of the school 
the school itself may be “left to starve ;” 
and here is the beginning of the trouble. 
While the Discipline provides for a quarterly 
conferance committee, who shall “aid the 
preacher in charge and the officers of the 
Sunday-school in raising money to meet the 
expenses of the Sunday-school,” it is a fact 
that with very few exceptions there is no 
provision made by the Church for the sup- 
port of the Sunday-school. The officers and 
teachers of the school being thus thrown 
upon their own resources, and, as is most 
frequently the case, themselves unable to 
bear the expense of the school, they must 
either raise the funds for its support by some 
extraordinary, and oftimes questionable, 
entertainment, or follow thecourse . . above 
referred to. 
~ Now, on behalf of our Sunday-schools I 
say, first of all, “Brethren, give us a fair 
count ;” and while the Sunday-school is 
recognized theoretically as an important 
branch of the Church work, let it also be 
practically recognized as entitled to the 
Church support, and that, not as the subject 
of a special collection, but give it a place in 
the regular annual appropriations for the 
Church expenses alongside the pastor’s 
salary, where it belongs. 

The school thus cared for by those who 
are eecperty responsible for it, we are left 
free to develop in the Sunday-school a plan 
for the systematic culture of the young in 
the duty and privilege of giving to the Lord 
without consulting the question of expedi- 
ag This question of expediency involves, 
as | believe, the weakness of our missionary 
work in the Sunday-school to-day, and on 
this wise. 

The missionary societies organized in our 
Sunday-schools have been, I believe, as a 
rule—and, added to a somewhat extended 
observation, I have the endorsement of those 
whose experience and observation has been 
much larger than my own—conducted with 
the main purpose of a large missionary col- 
lection ; and in order to do this the scholars 
have been encouraged in going about among 
their friends soliciting, and classes have been 
stimulated to unhealthy competition by 
rewards of various kinds; and the scheme as 
a whole conducted on a “high-pressure ”’ 
principle, which is sure to react upon any 
agency that employs it. 

Now, if we may, in lieu of this, train our 
scholars in habits of giving—of bringing 
weekly to the Sabbath-school an “ offering to 
tne Lord” —I believe we may correct this 
entire difficulty, and give the Church ere 
long a membership which shall give syste- 
matically, give largely, and give gladly to 
the cause of Christ. 

In closing, let me illustrate my meaning 
by a description of this scheme in its practi- 
cal workingin a Methodist Episcopal Church 
in this State. The society 1s a small one, 
membership about two hundred, with a Sun- 
day-school of something over three hundred. 
When the estimates are made for the annual 
expenses of the Church, an appropriation is 
made for the school sufficient to cover its 
needs. In the Sunday-school the duty as 
well as the privilege of “ giving to the Lord” 
is kept prominently before the scholars, and 
each encouraged to bring a weekly offering 
be it ever so small. This fund is, by vote of 
the school, divided between two interests, 
namely, our Church and the parent Mission- 
ary Society. The school understand that 
they are called for by the Church, and are 
taught that they should cheerfully contribute 
to its support, and hence one fourth of their 
offerings goes to the Church treasury ; and 
the school thereby consider themselves enti- 
tled to all the Church services, preaching 
rayer-meetings, as well as Sunday- 


| school—it is their Church. The remaining 


| 


three fourths go to our beloved Missionary 
Society, the value and importance of which 


| is recognized and kept before the school by 


| placing a single mission field in the charge 


_of each class, who are expected to keep 


posted on all that pertains to that field, and 
in turn give reports from the same at the 
quarterly meetings of the society, or when 
called on. 

The fruit of this system of culture was 
seen on Christmas eve, when that school, in- 
stead of reeeiving gifts from their teachers, 
brought each class an offering to the reliet 
fund of the school, (a fund for clothing the 
destitute and feeding the hungry,) amount- 
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ing in all to about $82, in addition to their 


regular contributions, which will amount for 
the conference year to about $400, of which 
$100 goes to the Church and $300 to the 
parent Missionary Society. Let us make 
the proper education of our children our first 
object, and the liberal support of our Church 
in all its departments will be assured. 


New Haven, Conn. 





RICH IN THE BIBLE. 
[The Rev. William M. Haigh in The Standard.]} 
HOW TO STUDY THE WORD. 


Some may ask, “ How can I become Bible 
rich?” In reply, I can give you, of course, 
only the most general directions. First, I 
would say te every young convert, and in- 
deed to every reader without exception, iden- 
tify yourself at once with the Sunday-school, 
join some class, and begin immediately the 
study of the International Lessons. This 
will give you a definite portion of Scripture 
to study, save your time, and keep you from 
rambling at will through the word. If you 
begin such study every Sabbath, look out 
the marginal references, carefully examine 
the chapters between the lessons, make your 
reading every day bear upon your Sunday 
topic, you will find a conscious growth. 
Continue this course steadily, and you will 
acquire a most valuable acquaintance with 
the Scriptures. These lessons are intended 
to take a general survey of the whole Bible 
in seven years. To do your work well, you 
need Bible helps; just the best your cir- 
cumstances will allow. Even if your means 
are quite limited, be resolved to have good 
Bible helps, and you will succeed. Many 
young men or young ladies think they can- 
not afford a good Bible, concordance, or 
dictionary, and yet they wear on their per- 
sons jewelry which cost more than any or 
all of these. If you really desire Bible 
wealth, count good helps as necessaries of 
life, to beas carefully provided as flour or 
fuel. 
STUDY BOOKS AND TOPICS. 


Those who have time will do well to select 
some particular book, as a gospel or epistle, 
and give it a thorough study. One book 
well read throws great light on the whole 
Bible. In this case select such a book as is 
adapted to your age, circumstances, and 
Christian progress. Consult your pastor. 

Another excellent method is to study the 
Scriptures topically... . You will gain much 
if you study particular graces, examining all 
the passages in which they are mentioned, 
and in which examples of them are recorded. 
Do this in en to those graces in which 
you ieel yourself specially deficient. Are you 
impatient, easily discouraged? Is if hard to 
deny self, to obey, to love others, to be for- 
giving? Do you want to grow in your rela- 
tions as husband, wife, parent, or child? to 
abound in hope or Christian joy? to have 
power in prayer? Examine each of these 
topics, and strengthen yourself by its study ; 
it will leave a lasting impression on your 
soul. In short, be thoroughly in earnest to 
become Bible-rich, and you will soon find 
what, for you, is the best plan of study. 


STUDY SPIRITUALLY. 


Never forget that the word of Christ 1s 
designed to nourish and purify the spiritual 
life. Come to it with the same design. 
Mere intellectual study will not find its 
richest treasures. Even Sophocles, a heathen 
poet, has said : 


“ A heart of mildness, full of good intent, 
Far sooner than acuteness, will the truth 
behold.” 


To aid this spiritual study, form the habit 
of at once turning into prayer what you 
read. This will enable you both to reach 
the hidden riches of the word, and also add 
interest and freshness to prayer, for the want 
of which it often becomes dull and formal. 

Form the habit of committing Scriptures 
to memory, especially the devotional parts. 
In the days of sorrow, of declining years, 
and of death, you will esteem them more 
precious than gold. It was a most instruc- 
tive aspect of that hour in which Arnold, of 


Rugby, passed from abounding health to the | 


silence of death, that he repeated with such 
calm earnestness his favorite passages of 
Scripture. Mrs. Augustus Hare, one of the 
most intelligent and lovely Christians of 
modern times, was carried by slow and pain- 


ful stages from Rome to England, that she | 


might die at home. She wrote: “Yes, I 
know the Psalms. Many a time it keeps 
me quiet for hours to know and repeat them. 


I should never have got through my jour- | 


ney, if I had not had so many to repeat, to 
still my impatience.” 

LET THE WORD OF CHRIST DWELL IN You 
RICHLY. 














CASHMERE BOUQUET 
TOILET SOAP. 


The perfume of Coneate & Co.’s CasHMERE Bouquet Exrract and 
{orLET PowbeEr will be appreciated by all who have enjoyed the de- 
lightful fragrance of the Toilet Soap which is so universally esteemed. 





THE DIPLOMA OF HONOR, 


the WHOLE WORLD. The following is their 


it is to all others. 


at once. 


COLUMBIA SPEAKS! 


AND WITH VICTORY CROWNS 


Dobbin's Electric Soap. 


On September 28th, 1876, the Manufacturers of DOBBINS' ELECTRIC SOAP were awarded 
by the Centennial Judges 


THE MEDAL OF MERIT, AND 


HONORABLE MENTION. 


AS MAKING THE 


BEST SOAP IN THE UNITED STATES. 


This award coincides with the judgment of millions all over the country, and is really a victory over 
Report, on which we received the Award: 
“The Jury, WITHOUT HESITATION, recommend a Medal of Merit and Diploma of Honor, on account 
of the VERY SUPERIOR QUALITY and GOOD MANUFACTURE of this Soap. This Soap was the only 
PURE Soap for family use exhibited, and is deserving, therefore, of great praise. All other Soap contained 
rosin, salsoda, clay, silicate, or some other adulterating compound, and the chief aim of American Soap 
Manufacturers seemed to be to produce a compound that, while passing for Soap, should contain the least 
Soap and the most adulteration, so as to reduce the cost. 

DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP is for sale by all Grocers. Please try it, and see how infinitely superior 


I. L. CRAGIN & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, AND BOSTON. 


NOTE.—Cragin & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., have promised to send any of our readers, wno will write for 
it, gratis (on receipt of fifteen cents to pay postage) a sample of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP to try. Bend 








BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 


Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fins 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Fully Warranted 

Illustrated Catalogue sent Free. 

Vanpuzev & Trev, 10? EK. 2d Sc.. Cincinnati, 


 MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS, 
4@F Illustrated Catalogues sent free. 








BRANSON KNITTERS, 
$20. 

Received Highest Centennial Award. 
BEST WORK AT LEAST COST. 
USE MAY BE LEARNED IN ONE HOUR. 
Work surpasses that made by hand. 
Every Machine fully warranted. 

AGENTS WANTED. 


Machines, Hosiery, Yarns, ete. 
157 N. EIGHTH St., Philadelphia. 


MATHEWS’ 
LIQUID STARCH GLOSS 


Gives a splendid gloss and finish to all starched 
goods, making them WHITER AND CLEARER than wax 
or anything else, and prevents the iron from sticking. 
Trial bottle free. 

Put up in 4-oz. bottles, price 15c. Sold by Grocers 


and Druggists. 
A. I. MATHEWS, 
85 Murray Street, WM ¥. 











Fifth Avenue and Fiftieth St., 
(Opposite the Cathedral,) 


New York. 





This new and elegant hotel, conducted on the 
European plan, with a Cuisine of unsurpassed excel- 
lence, and at prices in harmony with the times, is 
now open for the reception of guests, either perma- 
nent or transient. Situation one of the finest in the 
city, and within five minutes’ walk of the Grand 
Central Depot. Great care has been taken with the 
ventilation, heating and plumbing. The dressing- 
rooms in this house, containing bath and toilet.ap- 
pointments, are entirely separate, thereby avoiding 
the escape of sewer or other poisonous gases into 
the sleeping apartments. 


| Gale, Fuller, & Co., 
| PROPRIETORS. 


LOOK.—“ Heaven is on the other side.” Newand 
beantiful Song and Chorus, 35 cents, sent post-paid 
by publishers. PEEK & SON, 23 Clinton Place. N. Y, 











INSURANCE. 





BE SURE TO SECURE for your little ones a 


. certificate of Insur- 
ance in the Mutual Protection Company of Philadel- 

hia, which is purely mutual. Assessments only col- 
ected as deaths occur. This Company has now over 
1600 certificates of good standing in force. Send to 
Home Office for rate cards and applications, No. 261 
Sours Fourtu Srresr. 


‘THE PENN MUTUAL 


LIFE INSURANCE CO., OF PHILADELPHIA. 
ASSETS ACCUMULATED, $5,940,006.37. 

The Penn is a purely Mutual Company. All of its sur- 

plus premiums are returned to the members eve 
ear, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest possi- 
le rates. All policies non-forfeitable for their value 

——- my a rag eg rates. = 
anted. Apply to H., S. NS, Vice-President, 

921 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.” 





1825. 1877. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 


Capital, $400,000.00. - - Assets, $1,655,717.20. 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 


WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


34 WALNUT STREET. 


4 
CASH CAPITAL, - 


FIRE INSURANCE CO, 


$200,000 
DIRECTORS: 
NELSON F. EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF, 
President. Vice-President. 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 
J.E. KINGSLEY, 

H, W. PITKIN, 

J.S. HELFENSTEIN, 
HIRAM MILLER, 

B. B. THOMAS, 

F. W. KENNEDY, 


THOMAS KENNEDY, 
JAMES HUNTER, 
HENRY HAINES, 
WM. M. SINCLAIR. 
JOHN 8S. WHILLDIN, 
DELL NOBLIT, JR., 
J. B. SHEPPARD, 
W. C. HAMILTON, WM. A. LEVERING, 
J.8. ELWELL, D. E. SMALL, York, Pa. 
WM. H. HAINES, Becretary. 
JOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary. 








EDUCATIONAL. 





ROVE HALL, 
MISS MONTFORT’S SCHOOL FOR 


YOUNG LADIES AND CHILDREN, 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 





ORGAN PARK MILITARY ACADEMY, 
MORGAN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILL., 


PREPARES FOR COLLEGE or for BUSINESS. 
Location unsurpassed. Buildings excellent. Ca- 
dets received at any time. Reference in Philadel- 
hia, Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, Editor Sunday School 
imes. Send for circulars to 
CAPT. E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, Principal, 
Washington Heights, Il, 


PRINTING, 





Do Your Own Printing. 
$ “UNCLE SAM” PRESS. 
$, “ Best” self-inking press, with a com, 
plete printing office ~.._.__.____._$4 50 
No. 2 “ Best” self-inking press. 00 
“Uncle Sam” self-inking press__.$10 00 
Evans’ rotary power job press_...$45 00 
Send stamp for catalogue. H. Hoover & 
Co., 50 North Ninth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








BD First Premium ices of All at Centennial, Hand and Setf-rmbing. 
¥ovE Prints gow vivciare 


ba Press for cards, labels, envelopes, etc. Large 
sizesfor large work. Anybody can work them, 
oR* have guod pastime for spare hours, and can 







make money by taking in smal! jobs. 


. have much fun andmake money 

BO 4 S very fast at printing cards, etc., 
SSEy — = S Send two stamps for catalogue. 
to Mir, KELSEY & ©0. Meriden, Conn 


AGENTS WANTED. 


aday athome. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
terms free. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Maine. 

a week in your own town. Terms and $ out- 
fitfree. A. Hawierr & Co., Portland, Maine. 


| $8 a day, sure, to all. Write to SIMP- 
« SON & SMITH, New York City. 


$5 to 20 
aday. Employment forall. Catalogues 
! e free. Samples, 25 cents. 
ce) 


& CO., 119 Nassau St., New York City. 


“A GENTS WANTED for the Full History of 
the Wonderful Career of 


Moody and Sankey 


in Great Britain and America. Embraces biog- 
raphies, sermons, songs, addresses, prayer meeting 
talks, incidents, gems from the great preachers, and 
everything of interest. 720 pages, 13 engs. Price, #2. 
Sells at sight. For best terms ever heard of, address 
H.S GOODSPEED & CO.,14 Barclay Street, New 
York, or 287 Vine Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


MARK TWAIN'S NEW BOOK! 
TOM SAWYER. 


Is ready for Agents. Don’t get behind hand this 
time, but send for your territory or circulars, at 
once. Address, AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., 
Harrrorp, Conn., Cuicago, Iiu., Cincinnati, O. 


A YEAR. AGENTS WANTED on 
() our Grand Combination Prospec- 
tus, representing 
150 Distinct BOOKS 


wanted everywhere. The biggest thing ever tried. 
Sales made from this when all single Books fail. 
Also Agents wanted on our Magnificent Family 
Bibles. Superior to all others. With Invaluable Illus- 
trated Aids and Superb Bindings. These Books beat 
the World. Full Particulars free. Address JOHN E. 
POTTER & CO., Publishers, Philadelphia. 








rday athome. Samples worth $- 
ve. Stinson & Co., Portland, Maine, 

















ACENTS WANTED. 


Goodyear's Pocket Gymnasium. 


ENDORSED BY THE MOST EMINENT PHYSICIANS. 


Tho Most Complete System 
OF PHYSICAL EX¥RCISE 
Ever Devised for Home 
Practice. 

100,000 in use by men, 
women and children. 

Used standing, sitting or 
reclining. 

Hundreds of graceful 
Movements. 

For home, office, schools, 
hospitals. 

-No.1, for Chil- 
dren 4 to 6 years, $1 00. No. 
2, for Children 6 to 8. $1.10. 
No. 8, for Children 8 to 10, $1.20. No.4, for Children 10 tol4, 

1.30. No 5, for Ladies and Children 14 years and upwards, 

1.40. No. 6, for Gentlemen of moderate strength, $1.50. 
No. 7, used by Ladies, Children or Gents. pe No. 8, 
for Gentlemen of extra strength, $2.50. “Full set, pee 
use, 1 each, (1 to 6) Two 7’s and Two 8's, $16.00. Nos.7 and 
are fitted with a screw-eye and hook to attach to the wall or 
floor. A pair of No. 7, ($4.00), or 8, ($5.00), make a complete 
Gymnasium and Health Lift. Sent post-paid on receipt of 
price. Exclusive Agencies granted in unoccupied territory. 

Exclusive rights t: sell the Pocket Gymnasium afford 
the largest possible returns for small investments. Its sales 
are nearly universal wherever it is placed betore the pub- 
lic and its merits fully understood. 
For [llustrated descriptive circulars, terms, &c., address, 


Goodyear Rubber Curler Co., 


© 0, Box 5,156. 697 Broadway, New Yorke 
RUBBER GOODS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 





BABY SOAP. 

Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "74 
Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alkaline strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 
let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rosrnson Bros. & Co., Boston. 


BABBITT’S TOILET SOAP. 
















= Unrivalled for the 


Wceptive odors to 
cover common and 







dients. After years 
of scientific exper- 
iment the mann 
facturerot B.T. Bab 


San == perfected and now 
offers to the public The FINEST TOILE! SOAP in the Werld. 
Onty the vegetable otls used tn tts man ; 

‘or Sn. in the Nursery it has No Equal. 
Worth ten timesits cost to every mother and family 1n Christ. 
eniom. Sample box face 8 cakes of 6 ozs. each, sent 
free bate > | adairess on receipt of 75 cents, 

Address B. T. Babbitt, New York City, 
©@"Por Sale by all Drugvists._c9a 








Each week to Agents. Goods Staple. 10.000 
testimonials received. Terms liberal. Par- 
ticulasr foe. J.\V orth & Co.st.Louis, Mo. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS, 





GENTS WANTED—FOR MOODY’S SERMONS 
Addresses, and Prayers, and “Song Victories ot 
© Bliss and Sankey Hymns,” the esses eames 
one hundred incidents connected these 
Hymns. To this is appended Biographical Sketches 
Mr. Bliss, and another of Mr. Sankey, This 
sketch includes the disaster ond death. Retail 
rice, 50 and 76 cents, according to style. Address, 
GREEN WOOD, 30 North Fifth Street, Phila, 





NOT OLD, but TESTED and APPROVED 
GET THEM. 
on” Girls at Chautauqua, $1.50. Mrs. Hurd’s 
$1.50. The Cooki Club, $1.25. Torn and 
Minded $1.00. Household Puzzles and its Sequel; The 
Randolphs, by Pansy, $1.50 each. Robie Meredith, 
1.00, One Suet Life, $1 25. Foe Boys, $1.50. Will 
wrson’s rary, 8 vols., $4.80. The $500 Prize 
Stories, 21 vols., $28.75. The $iov0 "Prize Series, 16 vols., 
$24.0, The Pansy Books, 18 vols., $20.50 
Catalogues free. 


Boston, D. LOTH ROP & CO., PUBLISHERS. 


Send One Dollar for the Pocket Edition of 
Webster’s Dictionary. 
Contains 18,000 Words, Rules of Spelling, 
Tables of seenee, Weights and Measures ; 
Oo 











Abbreviations, rds, Phrases, Proverbs, 
ete., from the Greek, the Latin, and the 
Modern Languages. Morocco Tucks. Gilt 
Edges. By Mail on receipt of $1 00, 
For sale by all dealers. 


Ivison. Blakeman, Tayler & Oo, 
Publishers Webster's School Dictionaries, 
138 and 140 Grand Street, New York. 


Principals & Teachers, 


The NATIONAL SCHOOL BUREAU offers unsur- 
passed facilities for supplying Schools and Families 
with competent Teachers and Teachers with posi- 
tions. Blank form, containing plan and terms, sent 
on tag of stamp. ge demand for Teachers of 
ability and experience. Send for PINCKNEY’S 
SCHOOL GAZETTE, devoted to the interests of School 
advertisers and Teachers. 


T. Cotesworth Pinckney, 


Publisher and Dealer in School Material, 
Domestic Buitpine, Broadway & Fourteenth St., N. Y 


Sunday-School Libraries, 


The National Temperance Society have is- 
sued seventy-five valuable and _ interesting 
books admirably adapted to Sabbath School 
Libraries, which have been carefully selected 
and unanimously approved by a committee of 
thirteen representing all denominations. They 
should be in every Sabbath School Library in 
the land. 








Life Cruise of Capt. Bess Adams-._--- ikearetetninien $1 50 
Esther Maxwell's Mistake_....-..--.---.---_.. 100 
Wealth and Wine_.-.._____ 25 


uagipneddan ot 
Paul Brewster and Son_-___- ER Sek 
Norman Brill’s Life Work : ca 1 
The Brook, and The Tide T irning- 
The Drinkin Fountain Stories .—........--.-. 


1 
1 
Frank Oldfield; or, Lost and Found__......... 1 
1 
1 





»”0 
00 
00 
50 
yA en SS GR ee ae ERTS 50 
Job Tufton’s Rest_ 


The Pitcher of Cool Water 
How Could He Escape 





RE de amaiondtinbacanisachoonentie 
ld initiate, clindectemioiens semen agi owndie 
The Glass Cable_...___-._..- 
RS aE a I a i RE SE 
cE SE a 
The Jewelled ow 
The Dumb Traitor_- 
At Lion’s Mouth_-... 
Time Will Tell .__._- 
The Hole in the Bag 
Old Times 
John ——, “5 SPE 
Fred's Hard Fight_............- 
National Temperance Orator ‘ 
Rev. Dr. Willoughby and his Wi (Rab 
Aunt Dinah's nce Docks sieilinteienanees 

The Temperance ctor 

The Model Landlord_- 





De tp at at tft ft tt tp 


SERRTSSKTKSSESSSSESKKETSTSE 






at et pt et bt 


ile ata iceagtsrcasehntamenentng trienmapehoeywaiinnn 125 

Mr. Mackenzie’s Answer-_........-...-------..- 125 

A Strange Sea Story.......-.. ilirida 150 

I, GI crate inrlictencibichmeniceenciirinninnsietiatinemncnme 100 
Ribas 


J. N. STEARNS, Publishing Agent, 
58 Reade St., New York. 


LIBRARIANS. 


Use “ Hubbell’s Library Record Book.” The rec- 
ord of any school under 700 (or 60 classes) on one 
pase: each scholar separate and each class on one 
ine. The most complete and simple record book 
ever published. It saves the librarian half the labor 
of other systems, prevents mistakes, and affords a 
quick reference. Only been published two snonthe 
and the demand constantly increasing. Send for a 
sample copy. Price, postpaid. $1.00. 

Or ask your bookseller for it. 


CHARLES L. HUBBELL, 
New Haven, Conn, 


| PER CENT. NET. 





P. 0. 413. 





Kansas, Missouri ana lowa Improved Farm 
First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 
We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 
rong business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 
ay on interest or principal; no investor through us 
ever did or ever will getan acre of land, 
Send for particulars and references. 


J. B. WATK INS & CO., 
Lawrence Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 
20 Pine Street, New York 





THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


NEW YORK LIFE 
Insurance Company. 


OFFICE : 


NOS. 346 AND 348 BROADWAY. 
JANUARY 1, 1877. 
Amount of Net Cash Assets, January 1,1876, -= <- « 





$30,100,902 09. 











cerdaeton Reece 
Premiums, 


Interest received and accrued, 5 
Less amount accrued January 1, 1876, 
Total, 


- $5,910,840 87 

$2,164,080 81 

257,130 86—1,906,949 95—7,817.790 82 
$37,984,693 51 


DISBURSEMENT ACCOUNT. 
Losses by death - $1,547,648 42 


Dividends and returned premiums on canceled policies . 2,516,681 16 
Life annuities, matured endowments, and re insurances 234,230 22 
Commissions, brokerages, agency expenses, and physician's fees 373,001 67 
Taxes, office and law expenses, salaries, advertising, panting. etc., 376,694 33 
Reduction of premiums on United States ~~, 140,232 32 
On other stocks, - - - 65,307 19—— $5,253,795 31 
Total, . - - - $32,730,898 20 


ASSETS. 


Cash in Trust Com mpeny, in banks, and on hand, 


$1,427,933 18 
Invested in United States, New York City, mae other stocks (market 


value, $10,311,045 67), 9,730,529 91 
Real Estate, 2,541,576 46 
This includes real estate urchased under foreclosure, amounting 
to $773,402 32, a recent appraisal of which by competent parties shows 
that, when sold, the Company may reasonably expect to realize at least 
its cost. 
Bonds and mortgages, first lien on real estate (buildings thereon in- 
sured for $15,321,000, and the policies easiqnes to the Company as 
additional collateral security), 17,354,837 84 
*Loans on existing policies, (the reserve held by the Company on these 
policies amounts to $3,659,490), 781,585 39 
*Quarterly and semi-annual premiums on existing policies, due subse- 
quent to January 1, 1877, 432,695 40 
*Premiums on existing policies in course of transmission and collee- 
tion (estimated reserve oh these bo polsates $606,000, jnctosing 4 in lia- 
bilities), - - 125,027 . 
Agents’ balances, - - 36,154 1 


Accrued interest on investments to January  # 1877, 300,558 8 $32,730,898 20 
*A detailed schedule of these items will accompany the usual annual report filed 
with the Insurance Department of the State of Hes York. 


Excess of market value of securities over cost 580,515 76 








Cash Assets, Jan. 1, 1877, - - $33,311,413 96 
Appropriated as follows: 
Adjusted losses, due subsequent to Jeneney 1, 1877, . - $314,440 98 
Reported losses awaiting proof, etc., - - 201,152 21 
Reserved for re insurance on existing policies: participating i insurance at 
4 per cent. Carlisle, net rh cmenacea non- g sch oy ce at 5 per cent. a Cae 
lisle, net premium, 29,634,461 61 
Reserved for contingent liabilities to Tontine Dividend Fund, over and 
above a 4 per cent. reserve on existing policies al that ean, 517,504 84 
Reserved for premiums paid in advance, 17,038 32—30,684,597 95 
Divisible surplus at 4 per cent., - - $2,626,816 00 
Surplus, estimated by the New York State standard at 
4 1-2 per cent, - - - $5,500,000 00 





From the undivided surplus of $2,626,816 the Board of Trustees has declared a reversionary 
dividend available on settlement of next annual premium to participating policies proportionate to 
their contribution to surplus. The cash value of the reversion may be used in such settlement if the 
policy-holders so elect. 





During the year, 6,514 policies have been issued, insuring $20,062,111. 





Number of policies in force January 1, 1876, 44.661. 
Number of policies in force January 1, 1877, 45, 42i. 


Amount at risk January 1, 1876, - - - - $126,132,119 00 
Amount at risk January 1, 1877, - - . - - - 127,748,473 00 
TRUSTEES. 

MORRIS FRANKLIN, DAVID DOWS, ISAAC C. KENDALL, 

DANIEL 8. MILLER, JOHN MAIRS, WM. H. APPLETON, 


ROBERT B. COLLINS, 
CHARLES WRIGHT, M.D., 
J. F. SEYMOUR, 

HENRY BOWERS, 


WILLIAM BARTON, 
WILLIAM A. BOOTH, 
C_R. BOGERT, M.D. 
EDWARD MARTIN, 
WILLIAM H. BEERS. 


LOOMIS L. WHITE, 
H. B CLAFLIN, 
GEORGE A. OSGOOD, 
JNO. M. FURMAN, 





MORRIS FRANKLIN, President. 

WILLIAM H. BEERS, Vice-President and Actuary. 
THEODORE M. BANTA, Cashier. 
D. ODELL, Superintendent of Agencies. 
CORNELIUS R. BOGERT, M_D., , : 
CHARLES WRIGHT, MD, \ Medical Examiners. 


BOUND VOLUMES. 


We have a few strongly bound volumes of 
The Sunday School Times for the year 1876, 
which will be sold at Four Dollars a volume. 
They can be called for at this office, or will 
be sent by express at the expense of the pur- 
chaser. Address, 














“THE BEST POLISH IN THE WORID.” 


Risin oN 





STOVE POLISH 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 
Hearse, Carriages, &c.. furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 

ing the Night or Day. W. James “ATT woop. 








ENTERTAINMENTS 
FOR THE SABBATH-SCHOOL. 


Finest Dissolving Views of most Noted Scenery 
in the world. 

Instruments and views for sale and made to order. 
Send stamp for full particulars. 


J. J. WILSON, 
763 Broadway, New York. 


GREAT REDUCTION, 


25 PER CENT. IN PRICES OF 


SUNIL MANTELS | 


WILSON & MILLER, 


1210 Ridge Ave.; 1211, 1213 Spring Garden St., Phila, 








LATHES Seve °iXtiaciimente 


Trimmpny 


with best aa of tools 
TOOL CHESTS srg 
or machines y 


TALLMAN & MCFADDEN, 


TOOL GQ 4 
Street, Philadelphia, P=. 


a INE Nga iarch 
GLACE SarmclPOLISH 


It combines ——— with Starch, hot or cold. 
It prevents “blistering’”’ and the iron sticking. 
It saves twenty-five per cent of labor and starch. 
It gives a beautiful ivory finish and brightens all colors 
It is warranted to contain nothing injurious. 
Garments will keep clean much longer, will not 
crack, and are not so easily affected ty dampness. 
For doing up Infants’ Clothing, Muslins, Cambrics, 
Laces, etc., Linen Glacé is invaluable. 
ANUFACTURED ONLY BY 
The Linen Glacé Co., Boston, Mass., U. 8. A. 
C# Ask your Grocer for it. 69 
JOS. I. KEEFE, Sole Agent for Pennsylvania, 
32 S. Front St., Philadelphia. 


FOOT-POWER fCROLL-SAW:. 


Centennial 
Medal 


AWARDED 
TRUMP BROs. 


Wilmington, 
Del. 











Manufacturers 
f th 


of the 
DEXTER SAW 
(New Patent) 
Price, $600. 
FLEETWOOD 
(5000 sold.) 
$13.90 to $15.00 
DEXTER 


Emery Grinder 
& Polisher, 


$6.00. 


These Machines warranted in every respect. 


Send for Cirevlar and Illustrated List of Designs of 
Brackets, Frames, and Fancy Articles. 


Roses & Plants 
Cheaper than ever before offered. Send for List (free). 
TYRA MONTGOMERY, 
Mattoon, Il. 











THE BEST COMMISSIONS. 
WE A Do not engage on other books before 
sending for our circulars and terms. INGRAM & 
SMITH, Publishers, 731 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. 








JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Extra Fine Mixed Cards, with name, 4g cents, 
25 post-paid. LL, JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y. 








